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REPORT FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATING 
UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL OF SUBVERSIVES BEHIND 
THE IRON CURTAIN ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


Hearings were held in executive session in Washington, D. C., 
respecting unauthorized travel of subversives behind the iron curtain 
on United States passports. The principal points in the testimony 
which is herewith transmitted are as follows: 

(1) In April 1951, applications were filed with the Department 
of State for passports for 18 American citizens who composed a 
delegation representing various labor organizations which were send- 
ing the delegation to Europe. At least 14 of the 18 members of the 
delegation had notorious Communist records, as follows: 


Myrtle Ophelia Dennis, Cleveland, Ohio 


Also known as Laura Ophelia Dennis, Myrtle Levy Dennis, Myrtle 
Ophelia Levy, Mrs. Jerome Jackson, Laura Ophelia Young; born 
March 14, 1912, in Woodville, Tenn.; member of United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, which was expelled from 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations because it had “fallen into 
the control of a group devoted primarily to the principles of the 
Communist Party”; one-time recording secretary of Local 718, In- 
ternational Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, which was 
expelled from the Congress of Industrial Organizations because 
its policies and activities “are consistently directed toward the : achieve- 
ment of the program and the purposes of the Communist. Party”; 
attended a meeting of the Eighteenth Ward Club of the Cuy: ahoga 
Committee, Communist Party, Cleveland, Ohio, on January 29, 1948; 
addressed a meeting of the Cedar-Central Section of the Communist 
Party at Clevel: and, Ohio, May 24, 1948; was elected secretary of 
the Negro Commission, Communist Party, in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
June 6, 1948; attended Ohio State Communist Party convention in 
1948; under name of Myrtle Dennis, of Ohio, endor sed an ad appear- 
ing on page 11, August 29, 1948, issue of the Daily W orker, entitled 
oT} he First Line of "Defense. ” subtitled “Statement by Negro Ameri- 

sans to the President and the Attorney General of the U nited States,” 
condemning the arrest of the national leaders of the Communist 
Party; as Myrtle Levy attended national conference of the American 
Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born on October 25 and 
°6, 1947, at Cleveland Ohio; attended National Labor Conference 
for Peace at Chicago, I1l., October 1 and 2, 1949. 


William Melbourne Glen n, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Member Local 801, United Automobile Workers; born June 22, 1903, 
at Grand Rapids, Mich.; attended a meeting at West Michigan News 
Agency June 12 and 26, 1944, and November 12, 1944, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. .. Communist Party; signed the C ommunist Party nominating 
petitions of State of Michigan 1946 general November election; an 
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article dated March 30, 1947, appear ing in the Michigan Herald states 
Glenn addressed the Michigan State Senate Election Committee and 
explained why he had become a Communist; according to the Daily 
Worker of March 10, 1948, Glenn, as labor chairman of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., sent a telegram of protest in behalf of Communist deportation 
cases to President Truman and the Attorney General ; according to the 
Daily Worker of July 24, 1950, Glenn signed a statement by the Council 
on African Affairs protesting against the United States policy in 
Korea; attended a meeting of the “Grand R: apids Club of the Commu- 
nist Political Association at Ukranian Hall, Grang Rapids, Mich., 
July 15, 1945; attended several meetings of the C ommunist Party at 
427 James Street, S. E. Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1948. 
Esthe ? Goldbe ?7, Ne w York, N. 7 

Also known as Esther Cohen, Mrs. Ephriam Letz, Mrs. Leopold 
Goldberg, Mrs. Leo Goldberg, and Mrs. Quincy Goldberg; member 
Distributive Processing and Office Workers of America; born Febru- 
ary 20, 1916, at New York, N. Y., of Russian-born parents; from 1942 
to 1949, she regularly attended meetings of the Communist Party and 
the Communist Political Association in New York; as Esther Letz, 
was listed as nominee to the State committee of the Communist Party 
in New York, August 1942; as Esther Letz, endorsed financial and 
circulation drive of the Daily Worker in the issue of June 6, 1943; a 
Esther Letz, was a member at large of West Concourse Club, Commu- 
nist Party, Bronx County, N. Y., in February 1944; as Esther Letz, was 
speaker at a luncheon attended by 200 Communist Party and union 
leaders in New York City on July 10, 1946; an article in the Daily 
Worker issue of August 8, 1946, listed Esther Letz as a member of the 
executive committee of the New York C ounty Communist Party; as 
Esther Letz, was chairman of a meeting of the New York County 
Communist Party on July 10, 1948, held in New York City; as Esther 
Letz, was elected a member of the presiding committee, New York 
State Communist Party District No. 2, in a convention held in Webster 
Hall, New York City, July 16-18, 1948; she signed an appeal for funds 
for the American Jewish —— Council appearing in the issue of the 
Union Voice, November 1946; was a member of the Trade Union 
Women’s Committee for a American Peace Mobilization according 
to the Daily Worker of June 27, 1940; was a speaker at a conference of 
the American Slav Congress according to the Daily Worker of July 16, 
1946; was a member of a delegation of the Council on Afric: an Affairs 
protesting refusal of the Madison Square Garden to rent the Garden 
to this organization, according to the Daily Worker of July 29, 1950; 
she was invited to a facuity conference, Jefferson School of Social 
Science, May 22, 1948; attended the national board meeting of the 
National Negro Congress on J: inuary 14, 1945, in New York C ity ; 
attended the stockholders arte of the People’s Radio Found: ation, 
Inc., in New York City, July 1945; she was head of the women’s 
committee of the United M: ay Da; Committee in 1941. 


A lan R ichard G TCE nfie ld, Cle ve land, Ohio 


Member of Local 65, Sheetmetal Workers Union, Cleveland, Ohio; 
born April 5, 1926, C ‘leveland, Ohio; signed a letter appearing in 
the Daily W a November 1, 1948, addressed to President Truman 
and the then Attorney iowa Tom Clark protesting the indictment 
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and trial of the 12 Communist Party leaders; attended the Communist 
Party Welcome Home Meeting for Gus Hall, national board member 

of the Communist Party in Cleveland, Ohio, November 13, 1949; 

attended a Communist Party bet at the West Side Veterans Grove, 
Parma, Ohio, July 4, 1950, at which Gus Hall, Ohio State chairman 
of the Communist Party, was principal speaker; took part in a picket 
line sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress at Cleveland Public 
Square demonstrating against the indictment of the 12 Communist 
Party leaders on October 26, 1948; attended a May ree 1950 rally, 
Paradise Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, sponsored by the Cleveland United 
May Day Committee; sponsored the Ohio Labor Conference for Peace 
December 1949; listed as a delegate to the Second National Confer- 
ence of the Young Progressives of America held at Towne Club, 
Cleveland, Ohio, November 24-27, 1949; according to a throw-away 
in June 1951: 

The Cleveland Committee for American-Soviet Understanding cordially in- 
vites you to attend an exciting and enlightening evening with Mrs. Myrtle 
Dennis, Negro woman trade-union leader, and Mr. Alan Greenfield, representa- 
tive of Labor Youth, just back from a month’s tour of the Soviet Union with, 
a delegation of American trade-unionists. Solomon Home, 1078 East Ninety- 
ninth Street, Friday, June 8, 1951. 8:15 p.m. Donation 50 cents. 


John F. Halloran, New York, N.Y. 


Member of the International Longshoreman’s Association; born 
September 2, 1913, wigs oe N. Y.; issued invitations to a party 
in honor of Benjamin J Davis, member of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party and one of the 11 convicted leaders of the 
Communist Party, held at Halloran’s residence June 3, 1950; accord- 
ing to the Daily Worker of July 5, 1938, Halloran was president 
of the Richmond Hill branch of the Young Communist League of 
Richmond Hill, Long Island, N. Y.; according to the first anni- 
versary issue of People’s Songs, March 1947, Halloran was listed 
as music arranger for the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
Oran Arnold Jenkins, San Francisco, Calif. 

Member of Marine Cooks and Stewards Union which was expelled 
from the Congress of Industrial Organizations because the policies 
and activities of the union “are consistently directed toward the 
achievement of the prope: am and ig 2554 of the Communist Party”; 
born June 1, 1925, in Mill Valley, Calif.; attended meetings of the 
seaman’s branch of the waterfront section, Communist Party, San 
Francisco, in September and October 1948; was employed by the Cali- 
fornia Labor School in 1948; acted as educational director of the Joel 
Branca Club of the waterfront section, Communist Party, San Fran- 
cisco; sold literature for the Branca Club, July 1950; was refused em- 
ployment on the S. S. President Wilson in November 1950 because he 
Was a poor security risk, 

Frances Evelyn Johnson, Oakland, Calif. 

Member of the American Federation of Teachers; born as Frances 
Evelyn Willard in Marysville, Calif, August 7, 1910; acted as presi- 
dent of the Eugene Debs Club of the Communist. Political Associa- 
tion, Alameda County, Calif., in 1945; attended a meeting of the 
Albany Club of the C eae Party, Alameda County, Calif., Apr il 
20, 1948; attended a fund-raising party held by the Woodworkers Club 
of the Communist Party in Alameda County, Calif., July 1948; acted 
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as contact for the Congress of American Women in the bay area, 
June 1948; as a public-school teacher of Richmond, Calif., she refused 
to sign the loyalty oath as required by the California State Levering 
Act. 


John Allen Johnson, Oakland, Calif. 


Member of Local 36, Carpenters Union; born in Oakland, Calif., 
August 1, 1913; attended the Communist Party State convention, San 
Francisco, Calif., August 1945; was elected a member of the Alameda 
County Committee of the Communist Party, September 1945; at- 
tended a trade-union committee meeting of the Communist Party, 
Alameda, Calif., November 1945; attended a meeting in honor of 
John W hia Communist Party national officer, February 1947, 
at Oakland, Calif.; active in meetings of the Jack Johnstone Club of 
the Communist Party in Alameda County, Calif., 1947-49; was edu- 
cational director of the Jack Johnstone Club, Communist Party, in 
Alameda, Calif., in 1948; attended a special meeting of the industrial 
section of the Communist Party of Alameda County, Calif., April 
1949, in Berkeley, Calif.; was a visiting lecturer of the California 
Labor School, San Francisco, Calif., in 1945; member of the board 
of directors of the Oakland branch of the California Labor School, 
1945-46; attended a meeting of the Civil Rights Congress, Berkeley, 
Calif., July 1949; subscriber to the Daily People’s World new spaper, 
cited as the official organ of the Communist Party on the west coast, 
icin 1941-44. 

Clara Shavelson, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Member of the ere Workers Union; born Clare Lemilich, 
Gorodok-Podol, U. S. S. R.; derivative citizen through naturalization 
of her husband in 1913; according to the Daily Worker, November 3. 
1931, she was a candidate for alderman, district 31, Bronx County, on 
the Communist Party ticket; in November 1936 she was a candidate for 
State asseanb ly, Kings County, on the Communist Party ticket; in 
July 1941 she was chairman of the Women’s New York C ity Central 
Committee of the International Workers Order; she was a witness to 
the Communist Party nominating positions for Councilman Cacchione, 
city of New York, 1945; sent May Day greetings to the Worker, issue 
of May 2, 1948. 

Alex Sirota. Bronz. N. Y. 

Business manager of Local 140, Furniture Workers of America; 
born in Bessarabia, Rumania, April 23, 1901; entered the United 
States as Elia Sirota, October 17, 1920: naturalized June 26, 193 
registered as a member of the Communist Party in the fifteenth elee- 
tion district of the seventh assembly district of New York in 1936; 
the Daily Worker of October 28, 1941, carried an article quoting Sirota 
as urging that Earl Browder be set free; same source, September 22, 
1942, listed Sirota as a sponsor of a banquet honoring Ella Reeves 
Bloor, member of the National Committee of the Communist Party; 
same source, September 23, 1942, states that Sirota was a sponsor 
of a rally in Union Square by the Communist Party calling for a 
second front: same source, February 15, 1948, lists Sirota as one of 
six prominent union officials who sent a telegram to the then Attorney 
General, Tom Clark, demanding the release on bail of John William- 
son, Communist Party labor leader; same source, October 11, 1949, 
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listed Sirota as a sponsor of the Trade Union Committee for the 
Defense of the Twelve Communist Leaders; same source, March 2, 
1949, listed Sirota as a union leader urging participation in a rally 
protesting Federal jury “rigging system” in New York; same source, 
June 6, 1949, reflects that Sirota signed a statement condemning the 
jailing of three members of the National Committee of the Com- 
munist Party; same source, June 7, 1949, reflects that Sirota repre- 

sented the American Labor Party on the committee attempting to see 

Judge Harold Medina to have three defendents released from jail; 
same source, June 8, 1949, reflects that Sirota addressed a rally de- 
manding the release of three jailed Communists on trial in the southern 
district of New York; member of the United May Day Committee 
1940, 1941, 1947, 1948; sponsor of the Provisional Committee for a 
United Labor and People’s May Day, 1949; sponsor of a demonstration 
of the Trade Union Committee To Defend the Twelve Communist 
Leaders, October 1949; signer of a statement urging bail for Com- 
munist leaders in August 1950; endorser of the Labor Committee for 
the Election of Israel Amter, Communist candidate for Governor of 
New York, October 1942; member of the administrative committee, 
American Jewish Labor Council, 1950; sponsor, American Peace Cru- 
sade, February 1951; speaker at a meeting sponsored by the Civil 
Rights Congress in behalf of the Communist leaders, June 1949; 
member of the Citizens Committee for Election of Simon W. Gerson, 
Communist, 1948; signer of a statement opposing the North Atlantic 
Pact according to the New York Times, April 13, 1949; signer of a 
statement against the Mundt-Nixon anti-Communist bill, according 
to the Daily ‘Wor ker, May 25, 1949. 


William Aloysius Wallace, Elizabeth, N. J. 


Secretary, District 4, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work- 
ers of America, which was expelled from the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations because it had “fallen into the control of a group de- 
voted primarily to the principles of the Communist Party”; “born No- 

vember 22, 1913, New York, N. Y.; signed the amicus curiae brief, filed 
with the Federal Circuit Court of ‘Appeals for the Second Circuit, 
February 6, 1950, in the case of the 11 Communist leaders; signed a 
statement of the National Labor Conference for Peace urging Presi- 
dent Truman to negotiate peace. 


Frank Wedl, New York, N.Y. 


Born December 20, 1898, Vienna, Austria; came to the United States 
in October 1922 and was naturalized June 1928; member of Sixteenth 
Assembly District Club of the Communist Party, New York City, in 
1943; member of the New York County executive committee of the 
Communist Political Association:in 1944; member of the Yorkville 
Club, New York Communist Party, 1945; member of the Herman 
Bottscher Club of the Communist Party, 1947; signer of a circular is- 
sued by the Communist Party in San Francisco as a member of the 
Communist Party i in connection with a general strike in San Fran- 
cisco; quoted in an article in the New York World-Telegram No- 
vember 4, 1946, as urging all union members to vote for Communist 
Party candidates in the forthcoming election; according to the Daily 
Worker March 5, 1947, Wedl was a member of the Provisional Com- 
mittee for May Day Plans; in March 1947, Wedl attended a mass 

ally of the Civil Rights Congress and spoke i in defense of Gerhardt 
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Eisler; sent May Day greetings to the Daily Worker May 2, 1948; 
signed a letter to President Truman appearing in the Daily Worker 
April 14, 1949, urging the abolition of the North Atlantic Pact and 
replacement with a pact between the United States and the U.S. S. R.; 
according to the New York Journal-American May 2, 1947, Wed was 
suspended by the American Federation of Labor because of Commu- 
nist Party affiliations stemming out of May Day activities; according 
to the Daily Worker of February 23, 1951, Wedl was one of the signers 
of a statement by the Civil Rights Congress in behalf of Willie Me- 
Gee; according to the same source, February 9, 1949, Wedl signed a 
statement urging President Truman to talk with Stalin; the same 
source, March 14, 1951, reported that he signed a statement urging 
President Truman to negotiate peace; according to the same source, 
December 11, 1950, Wedl signed a statement sponsored by the New 
York Labor Conference for Peace. 

Moses Wechsler, New York, N. Y. 

Member of the International Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers which 
was expelled from the Congress of Industrial Organizations because 
the policies and activities of the union “are consistently directed to- 
ward the achievement of the program and the purposes of the Com- 
munist Party”: born London, England, September 22, 1887; en- 
tered the United States in May 1923; naturalized May 17, 1929; 
active in the Communist Party, Bridgeport, Conn.; attended a meet- 
ing of the Main Street branch of the Communist Party, State Head- 
quarters, Bridgeport, Conn., in November 1945; attended a meeting 
of the State Communist Party in Bridgeport, June 1946; attended a 
meeting of the industrial branch of the Communist Party, Bridgeport, 
July 1946, 
lsaac Al rande 7° Wright, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Member of Stone and Allied Quarry Workers: sponsor of the Na- 
tional Nonpartisan Committee To Defend the Rights of the Twelve 
Communist Leaders, September 1949; sponsor of the American Peace 
Crusade according to the Daily Worker of March 15, 1951. 

(2) Although the foregoing Communist records were known by 
the security agencies of the Government at the time of the applica- 
tions for the passports and although much of the foregoing Com- 
munist records had been publicized by the press and congressional 
committees, passports were issued to the members of the delegation. 

An official of the Department of State testified before the subcom- 
mittee that the Department of State has a policy of refusing passports 
to Communists and that if the records of the members of the delega- 
tion had been known to the Department at the time of the applica- 
tions for the passports, the passports would not have been issued. 

(5) Although the passport applications failed to indicate that the 
applicants intended to travel to the iron curtain countries, the delega- 
tion, shortly after arriving in Paris, France, traveled to Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland, and Russia at the invitation of the Communist trade- 
unions of those countries. With reference to the intention, at the time 
of departure from the United States, to travel to the iron curtain 
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countries, one member of the delegation, Mr. Frank Wed], testified 
before the subcommittee as follows: 

Well, the understanding when we left New York was that we had an invitation 
of the CGT to go to Paris, and we would be given an opportunity to visit prob- 
ably with other trade-union movements in Europe. 

Another member of the delegation, Mrs. Clara Shavelson, testified 
before the subcommittee that when she left New York City she took 
with her some Russian money. 

Another member of the delegation, Miss Carrie Ellis, testified be- 
fore the subcommittee as follows: 

Senator Smirn. Let me ask you a question. When you left here I believe 
you said you didn’t know where you were going other than to France? 

Miss ELtis. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. Of course, you didn’t know whether the people who planned 
the trip had any other plans in mind or not. 

Miss Euuis. Well, before leaving here I had the chance of meeting some of 
the other people that went along on the trip, and while either talking with these 
people or while being together, the question was asked whether there was any 
place else we were supposed to go, how far, what extent the trip was. Nobody 
knew any other place we were going to other than France. But there was an 
understanding that it Was possible after we got to France 

Senator SmitH. That you might go somewhere else? 

Miss Etuis. Yes. There were invitations. 

(4) The labor organizations to which the members of the delega- 
tion belonged paid all or a substantial part of the expenses of the trip 
from New York City to Paris, France. The expenses of the delega- 
tion from Paris, France, on the remainder of the trip through the iron- 
curtain countries were paid by the Communist trade-unions in those 
countries. 

(5) While in Russia the delegation held conferences with Commu- 
nist leaders in Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, Sochi, Pushkin, and 
Minsk. While in Moscow the delegation joined in a statement which 
was released to the press to the effect that there was no slave labor in 
Russia, no evidence of preparation for war, and that there was in 
Russia complete freedom of press, religion, and movement. Just be- 
fore leaving Moscow each member of the delegation was given 200 
rubles (about $50) with which to buy gifts. 

(6) Since returning to the United States the members of the dele- 
gation have made a number of speeches under the auspices of various 
Communist and other organizations lauding the Soviet Communist 
system. 


FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


It is to be noted that only citizens are eligible for passports and 
that although it might appear desirable to issue passports to citizens 
who are Communists facilitates the Cominform’s courier system and 
citizens traveling with United States passports are entitled to reenter 
the country at will. Therefore, the issuance of passports to citizens 
who are Communists facilitates the Cominform’s courier system and 
the international control of the Communist apparatus. 

It is apparent to the subcommittee that if the policy of the Depart- 
ment of State of refusing passports is to be effective measures must 
be taken within the administrative framework of the Department of 
State to check promptly applications for passports against available 
security information. The instant cases amply demonstrate the in- 
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adequacy of the present system. As previously noted, the Commu- 
nist records of the individuals to whom the passports were issued were 
known by the security agencies of the Government at the time of the 
applications for the passports, and much of the Communist records 
of those individuals had been publicized by the press and congressional 
committees. 

The subcommittee recommends— 

(1) That the Department of State forthwith revise its system of 
checking applications for passports against available security infor- 
mation so as to preclude the issuance of passports to Communists; 

(2) That the application forms for passports require the applicant 
to subscribe to an oath that he is not a Communist, so that the applicant 
may be prosecuted for perjury if he subscribes to a false oath; and 

(3) That a copy of these proceedings be transmitted to the Attor- 
ney General for his consideration in conjunction with prosecution for 
perjury in connection with statements made in the applications for 
passports by the members of the delegation with respect to the coun- 
tries which they intended to visit. 





James O. Eastiann, Chairman. 
Pat McCarran. 
Homer Ferauson. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1951 


Unrrep STatres SENATE, 
SuBCOMMITTER To INVESTIGATE THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 1 a. m., in room 424, Sen- 
ate Office Building, Hon. Willis Smith presiding. 

Present : Senators Smith and Ferguson. 

Also present: Richard Arens, director; Mitchel Carter, Edward 
Duffy, and Winton H. King, investigators. 

Senator Smiru. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Nicholas, do you solemnly swear the evidence you shall give 
in this proceeding pending before the Subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the United States Senate shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Nicuotas. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ASHLEY J. NICHOLAS, ASSISTANT CHIEF, PASSPORT 
DIVISION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Mr. Arens. Will you identify yourself by name and occupation? 

Mr. Nicnonas. Ashley J. Nicholas, Asistant Chief of the Passport 
Division, Department of State. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been so employed, Mr. Nicholas? 

Mr. Nicuotas. I have been in the State Department since 1927, and 
I have been Assistant Chief of the Passport Division about 6 years. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, are you not, Mr. Nicholas, 
in response to a subpena that was served upon you? 

Mr. Nicnouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nicholas, could you give the committee just a 
thumbnail sketch of the law respecting passports, what is a pass- 
port, who is eligible for a passport, and under what circumstances 
may a passport be issued and under what circumstances may a pass- 
port not be issued ? 

Mr. Nicnoras. United States passports are by law issued only to 
citizens of the United States an inhabitants of the outlying Terri- 
tories who owe allegiance to the United States. The issue of a pass- 
port itself is not mandatory but has been construed to be discretion- 
ary on the part of the Secretary of State; that is, he cannot issue a 
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passport to a person who is not a citizen of the United States, but 
he can deny a passport to one who is a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Has there been built up over the course of time certain 
policies and principles which are followed by the Secretary of State 
and by the Passport Division in determining to whom a passport shall 
be issued ¢ 

Mr. Nicnonas. There have been regulations prescribed regarding 
the evidence of citizenship and in times of emergency the evidence 
of the necessity of the travel. In normal times the necessity of travel 
is not needed to be established. 

The policy of the Department over many years has been to refuse 
passports to American citizens if it appeared to the Department that 
their travel be contrary to the best interests of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Nicholas, the determination by the Secre- 
tary of State that the issuance of a passport to an individual would 
be contrary to the interest of the United States is not reviewable by 
the courts; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. That has been so held. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, his declination to issue a passport on 
the grounds that the issuance of that passport would not be in the 
public interest is in his sole discretion ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Nicnoras. That is the view of the Department. It was upheld 
by the Supreme Court in the Velg case and the United States District 
Court in the case of Paul Robeson. 

Mr. Arens. Before we leave this theme upon which we are at the 
moment, may I ask you what is the effect of a passport when it is 
issued ¢ 

Mr. Nicuoxias. A passport is a request to foreign governments to 
permit an American national to travel in that country and it accords 
him all lawful aid and protection. It is a notification to American 
diplomatic and consular officials abroad that the person bearing it is 
entitled to the protection of the United States and is a citizen of the 
United States. It is now under the travel-control-law evidence that 
the person has the right to enter or depart from the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nicholas, are you familiar with the provisions of 
the so-called McCarran Act, the Internal Security Act of 1950, which 
pertain to the denial of passports to members of Communist organi- 
zations ? 

Mr. Nicnwo.as. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Generally speaking, is it true that in the Internal Se- 
curity Act there is set forth a congressional policy that passports shall 
not be issued to Communists ? 

Mr. Nicwowas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Nichola®, I invite your attention to a series 
of cases in which passports were issued to some 18 persons on or about 
April 22, 1951, who on their applications indicated their desire to 
travel to Soviet Russia. Are you familiar with the series of cases 
to which I am alluding? 

Mr. Nicuotas. I think I know the ones to which you allude, but 
the people did not say they were going to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. On the passport applications of some of them at least 
there was an indication that they desired to travel to Russia; was 
there not? 

Mr. Nicuonas. No. 
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Mr. Arens. On or about April 22, 1951, was a passport issued to a 
Mr. Alexander Sirota? 

Mr. Nicwonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now what investigation did the Department of State 
make at the time it issued this passport to Mr. Alexander Sirota ‘ 

Mr. Nicuo.as. The application which was executed by the Pass- 
port Agency of New York in accordance with the regulations was 
checked against the indexes of the Department. It was examined for 
citizenship and to see if there was anything suspicious about the 
traveler indicated in the application. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department know at the time it issued this 
passport to Mr. Alexander Sirota that he was a member of the United 
May Day Committee in April 1940, in New York City; that he was a 
member of the Provisional May Day Committee in March of 1940; 
that Mr. Alexander Sirota was active in support of Communist 
leaders in the trade-union movement; that Mr. Alexander Sirota in 
March of 1949 endorsed a rally in behalf of the Communist leaders, as 
shown by the Daily Worker of that date; that Mr. Alexander Sirota 
urged bail for the Communist leaders; that he was a sponsor of a 
conference in behalf of the Communist leaders; that he participated 
in a demand for the quashing of the indictment against the Commu- 
nist leaders; that he sent a telegram to the Attorney General in behalf 
of John Williamson, one of the Communist leaders—by the Com- 
munist leaders I speak of the 11 who where convicted—that Mr. 
Alexander Sirota in January of 1944 sent greetings to the Daily 
Worker, the Communist publication, on the occasion of its twentieth 
anniversary; that Mr. Alexander Sirota was a member of the admin- 
istrative committee of the American Jewish Labor Council, which 
has been cited by the Attorney General as a subversive organization ; 
that Mr. Alexander Sirota was a sponsor of the American Peace 
Crusade which was cited by the Committee on Un-American Activities 
as an organic part of the Communist peace offensive: that Mr. Alex- 
ander Sirota was a sponsor of the Bill of Rights Congress held in 
1949 by the Civil Rights Congress; that Mr. Alexander Sirota was a 
speaker for the Civil Rights Congress at a meeting in behalf of the 
Communist leaders in June of 1949; that Mr. Alexander Sirota was 
a signer of a telegram against the anti-Communist bill which was 
sponsored in New York State; that Mr. Alexander Sirota had his 
name on the letterhead of the Negro Labor Victory Committee which 
has been cited as subversive and Communist by the Attorney General; 
that Alexander Sirota was one of those who petitioned President 
Roosevelt for Earl Browder’s release; that Mr. Alexander Sirota was 
a sponsor of a mass meeting held in March 1942 for the purpose of 
stimulating activity to free Earl Browder; that the United Furniture 
Workers of America, which Mr. Alexander Sirota heads, has been 
cited by the House Un-American Activities Committee as a union 
in which Communist leadership is strongly entrenched; that Mr. 
Alexander Sirota was active in undertaking to persuade the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations to drop its charges of expulsion against 
the United Furniture Workers; that Alexander Sirota was an en- 
dorser of the Labor Committee for the Election of Israel Amter, who 
was the Communist Party candidate for Governor of New York: that 
Alexander Sirota was a signer of the statement opposing the North 
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Atlantic Pact, which statement was publicized in the Daily Worker; 
that Alexander Sirota, as manager of local 140, CIO, Furniture 
Workers, was a signer of a statement denouncing the Mundt-Nixon 
anti-Communist bill ¢ 

Did the Department of State have that information at the time 
the passport was issued to Mr. Alexander Sirota ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. Then after the passport was issued to Mr. Alexander 
Sirota, it is a fact, is it not, that he in the company of a number of 
other persons concerning whom I shall interrogate you in a few 
moments, went to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And were escorted around Soviet Russia by the Soviet 
officials; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Nicuotas. Yes. 

Mr, Arens. And that thereafter this group publicized their findings 
in a laudatory manner with reference to the Soviet system; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Do you not get the old passports back? Is that 
what those are there ? 

Mr. Nicnouas. We do not have his yet. As far as we know he has 
not returned. We have a lookout for the passport, but so far we have 
not picked it up. We have picked up most of them. 

Senator Smrru. You pick them up and do you not sometimes send 
them back? I think I got mine back when I came back. 

Mr. Nicuoias. During the war we picked up all passports of peo- 
ple coming in, but after the war was over we did not pick up the pass- 
ports as a rule, but we at the immigration service on this group 
when we learned of it and have picked up most of them as they 
returned. 

Senator Samir. You turn them back to the citizens again about 
whom there is no question so they may have them as a sort of a sou- 
venir / 

Mr. Nicuo.ias. We did those in the war, but ordinarily in peacetime 
the admiinstration did not take them up at all. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Passport Division of the Department of State 
on or about April 22, 1951, issue a passport to John Francis Halloran ? 

Mr. NicHo.as. It was issued on April 11, 1951. 

Mr. Arens. At the time the Department of State issued this passport 
to John Francis Halloran, did the Department of State know that 
Mr. John Francis Halloran had been active in the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, which has been repeatedly cited as a sub- 
versive and Communist organization. 

Mr. Nicnoras. No. 

Mr. Arens. That Mr. John Francis Halloran was a member of this 
party of some 18 persons who went to Soviet Russia and was escorted 
around there by the Soviet officials in the company of Mr. Alexander 
Sirota; is that not correct ? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
the passport to Mr. John Francis Halloran that according to the July 
5, 1938, issue of the Daily Worker Mr. Halloran was president of a 
branch of the Young Communist League in New York City? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. No. 
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Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State on or about April 
22, 1951, issue a passport to Mr. Allen Richard Greenfield ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. I don’t have the date, but I remember that is one 
of the cases. I remember it, but I don’t have the application here. 

Mr. Arens. But the Department did issue a passport to him ? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time that 
it issued this passport to Mr. Allen Richard Greenfield that he was, 
according to the Daily Worker of November 1, 1948, page 5, a signer 
of a statement in defense of the 12 Communist leaders ¢ 

Mr. Nicuo.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. And Mr. Greenfield was of course one of the members 
of this party that went to Soviet Russia which we have alluded to? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. By the way, before we proceed further, why is it the 
Dep: en did not know to what countries these people were going ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. The Department relied on the sworn statement of 
the people. We have no way of searching their minds. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Department feel ‘that you can rely upon a 
sworn statement of Communists ? 

Mr. Nicuoras. If we had known they were Communists we might 
have looked into it, but we didn’t know it: 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department issue a passport to Mr. William 
M. Glenn during April of 1951? 

Mr. Nicnonas. I am not sure whether it was during that month. 
They were all issued during that period. 

Mr. Arens. Was one issued to William M. Glenn? 

Mr. Nicnotas. During this period, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department know at the time it issued the 
passport to William M. Glenn that in 1946 Mr. Glenn signed the 
Communist party nominating petitions in the State of Michigan and 
that in March of 1948 according to the Daily Worker of March 10, 
1948, page 6, William Glenn, identified as the labor chairman of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., send a telegram to protest in behalf of Com- 
munist deportees to President Truman and to the Attor ney General, 
and that according to the Daily Worker of July 24, 1950, page 8, 
a William Glenn signed a statement by the Council on African Affairs 
protesting against the United States policy in Korea, and that the 
Council on African Affairs has been cited as a subversive organization 
by the Attorney General ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now Mr. Glenn was a member of this party which we 
have alluded to which went to Soviet Russia and which was escorted 
around and which issued a laudatory statement regarding the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State issue a passport to a 
man named Frank Wedl? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
a passport to Mr. Wed1 that in 1948 as president of local 848, district 
council 9, of the Brotherhood of Painters, Mr. Wedl sent greetings 
to the Daily Worker, as reported in the Daily Worker; that Frank 

89801—51——2 
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Wedl was a member of the United May Day Committee in 1947, 
which is of couse the committee sponsoring the annual Communist 
Party parade; that Frank Wedl, president of local 848 of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers of the AFL, peti- 
tioned President Roosevelt for the release of Earl Browder, according 
to an article in the Daily Worker of January 25, 19424 

Mr. Nicwouas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Also, that according to the public hearings of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, Mr. Frank Wedl was identified 
as a member of the Communist Party who signed a circular in con- 
nection with the support of the general strike of the Communist 
Party in 1938 in San Francisco; that Mr. Frank Wedl was one of 
the signers of a statement by the Civil Rights Congress in behalf of 
Willie McGee; that Mr. Wed] signed a statement urging President 
Truman to talk with Stalin in 1948; that Mr. Wedl was associated 
with the New York State Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions, which was cited as a Communist front by the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities; that Mr. Frank Wedl was one 
of the signers of a statement calling for international agreement to 
ban the use of atomic weapons, and that this group has been cited 
as controlled by the Communists; that Mr. Frank Wedl signed a 
statement sponsored by the New York Labor Conference for Peace, 
as shown by the Daily Worker of December 11, 1950, and that this 
group here has also been condemned as a Communist organization ? 

Mr. NicHo.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State issue a passport at 
this same period of time to a man named William Aloysius Wallace? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Wallace accompany this party of 18 who went 
to Soviet Russia, who was escorted around Soviet Russia that spring, 
and issued a propaganda statement on behalf of the Soviets? 

Mr. Nicnuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
this passport to Mr. William Aloysius Wallace that Mr. Wallace had 
signed a statement of the National Labor Conference for Peace 
urging President Truman to negotiate peace and that this organiza- 
tion has been cited as a Communist organization ¢ 

Mr. Nicworas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now about this time did the Department of State issue 
a passport to one Clara Shavelson ? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did this individual, Clara Shavelson, accompany some 
16 or 17 other persons on this mission to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. At the time the Department of State issued this pass- 
port to Clara Shavelson did the Department of State know that Clara 
Shavelson was in 1931 a candidate for alderman on the Communist 
Party ticket in Bronx County in New York; that she endorsed the 
Communist Party program as shown by the Daily Worker of No- 
vember 6, 1933; that, as reported by the Daily Worker of October 
26, page 5, she was a candidate for the assembly on the Communist 
Party ticket in New York City; that she was also a candidate of the 
Communist Party, according to the Daily Worker of October 26, 
1937; that in 1936 she was a candidate for the State assembly of the 
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Communist Party; that she was a witness to the Communist Party 
nominating petitions for a councilman in 1945; that she spoke at a 
meeting of the Women’s Club of the International Workers Order 
in Coney Island, as shown by the Daily Worker of March 3, 1939; 
that she was a member of the West Brooklyn Jewish District C ommit- 
tee of the International Workers Order, as shown by the Fraternal 
Outlook of March 1942, page 12; that she sent May Day greetings to 
the Daily Worker in May of 1949; that she, according to the Daily 
Worker of July 10, 1950, page 4, was a signature collector for the 
New York Labor Peace Conference, which has been cited as a Com- 
munist organization ¢ 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State during this same 
period of time in April 1951 issue a passport to a man by the name of 
Isaac Alexander Wright? 

Mr. Nicnowas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And was Mr. Isaac Alexander Wright in this party 
which went to Soviet Russia and which was escorted around by the 
Soviet officials and which issued this propapanda statement ¢ 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State at the time it issued this 
passport to Mr. Isaac Alexander Wright know that Alexander Wright 
was a sponsor of an American peace crusade, as shown by the Daily 
Worker of March 15, 1951; that an Alexander Wright signed a state- 
ment. by the Civil Rights C ongress opposing attac Ks upon the Com- 
munists; that Alexander Wright’s name appeared on a letterhead of 
the National Nonpartisan Committee to defend the rights of the 12 
Communist leaders who were convicted ? 

Mr. Nicuouas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State on or about April 
1951 issue a passport to one Carrie Mae Ellis? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was Carrie Mae Ellis a member of this party that 
went to Soviet Russia and was escorted around by the Soviet officials 
and participated in the propaganda statement ? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State at the time it issued the 
passport to Carrie Mae Ellis know that in 1947 a Carrie Mae Ellis 
signed a petition issued by the Communist Party of New York City? 

‘Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State at this same time 
issue a passport to an individual by the name of Moses Wechsler ¢ 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes, on April 10, 1951. 

Mr. Arens. Now at the time the Department of State issued this 
passport to Mr. Wechsler did the Department of State know for a 
long time that Mr. Wechsler has been active in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. No. 

Mr. Arens. And that he has a long Communist Party record ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wechsler was a member of this group, was he not, 
that went to Russia and was escorted around by the Soviet officials 
and participated in the issuance of this propag: anda statement ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. Yes. 
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Mr. Anens. By the way, these 18, concerning whom I am interrogat- 
ing you, some of them have returned to the United States, have they 
not f 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Has the Department of State acquired information to- 
the effect that after their return they have been making speeches 
around various groups lauding the Soviets and condemning the United 
States?! 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now did the Department of State on or about this 
time, which we are alluding to, April of 1951, issue a passport to a 
man by the name of Joseph de Rosa? 

Mr. Nicnotas. Yes, on April 13, 1951. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did the Department of State know at the time that 
it issued the passport to Mr. Joseph de Rosa that Mr. Joseph de Rosa 
was a Communist? 

Mr. Nicuouas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know that Mr. Joseph 
de Rosa in 1949 was the business agent for the United Electrical, Radio,. 
and Machine Workers of America ? 

Mr. NicHonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. And, of course, the United Electrical, Radio, and 
Machine Workers of America has been repeatedly cited for its Com- 
munist connections; is that not true? 

Mr. Nicworas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State on or about this time, 
April of 1951, issue a passport to Oran Arnold Jenkins? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Oran Arnold Jenkins a member of this party 
which we have been alluding to in the conversation thus far this 
morning ¢ 

Mr. Nicnouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
the passport to Mr. Jenkins that in 1948 he was working for the 
California Labor School ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. No. 

Mr. Arens. That in November of 1950 he was screened off the 
Steamship President Wilson by the United States Coast Guard as a 
poor security risk ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. And that at one time it was charged that he deserted 
from the United States Navy? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. Now, on or about this time did the Department of State 
issue a passport to one Myrtle Ophelia Dennis, also known as Laura 
Ophelia Dennis? 

Mr. Nicuoras. I am not sure of the name. That is not one of the 
files that I have, but there was a Dennis woman in the group. 

Mr. Arens. By the way, this Laura Ophelia Dennis was one of 
the individuals who went with this group te Soviet Russia and sub- 
sequently came back and made speeches around the various groups 
condemning the United States and praising Soviet Russia; is that 
not correct ? 

Mr. Nicworas. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State in April of 1951 issue a 
passport to Frances Evelyn Johnson ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. About that time. I don’t know the date. I don’t 
have the application-here. 

Mr. Arens. This individual was issued a passport in conjunction 
with these other 17 persons who went to Soviet Russia, about whom 
we have been talking? 

Mr. Nicno.as. During approximately the same period. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did the Department of State issue a passport in 
April of this year to an individual by the name of John Allen 
Johnson ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. About that time. I don’t know the date. 

Mr. Arens. Was John Allen Johnson a member of this party that 
went to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Nicwoxwas. Yes. 

Mr. ArEns. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
this passport to John Allen Johnson that according to the Daily 
People’s World of November 24, 1943, John Allen Johnson had been 
affiliated in 1943 with the Tom Mooney Labor School formed in 
California ? 

Mr. Nicuotas. No. 

Mr. Arens. And that in 1944, according to the Daily People’s World 
of September 22, 1944, he was president of the Oakland branch of 
the California Labor School, which, of course, has been cited as a 
Communist organization ? 

Mr. Nicnouas. No. 

Mr. Arens. That he was associated with the Civil Rights Con- 
gress in 1949? 

Mr. Nicno.as. No. 

Mr. Arens. That he gave organizational talks to the Workers 
Alliance which has been cited by the Attorney General as Communist ? 

Mr. Nicuotas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Department of State know at the time it issued 
these passports to these 18 people that this delegation was arranged 
by Irving Charles Velson, a Communist Party member in New York 
City, and that the purpose of the travel of these individuals was to 
have the members of the delegation make propaganda speeches on 
their return to the United States praising conditions in Russia and 
the peace efforts of the Soviet Union and its satellites? 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. This delegation arrived in Moscow in April of 1951, 
did it not? 

Mr. Nicwonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And a number of the individuals in the delegation re- 
turned to the United States in May of 1951; is that not true? 

Mr. Nicwonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly express yourself with reference 
to the procedure which is followed by the Department of State pur- 
suant to this over-all policy which you mentioned earlier in testimony 
to assure that people do not procure passports to leave this country 
if their travel abroad is not in the interest of the United States? 

Mr. Nicnotas. If the Department has anything in its files which it 
has either accumulated itself or has been furnished by other agencies 
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of the Government to indicate that a person may be of subversive 
nature, it makes a thorough check. If we have nothing, why, we don’t 
make a check. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Department of State have a security division ? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Does not this security division of the Department of 
State have the index and hearings of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities? 

Mr. Nicuoxtas. Probably. 

Mr. Arens. Does somebody over there read them ? 

Mr. Nicnoxtas. Probably. 

Mr. Arens. Do they check the applicant’s name against any look- 
outs in the security division ¢ 

Mr. Nicnonas. I don’t know. I am not in the Security Division. 

Mr. Arens. Now the Department of State has liaison with the Fed- 
eral a of Investigation, does it not? 

Mr. Nicuotas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Department of State before it issues passports 
make any check with the Federal Bureau of Investigation to ascertain 
the background of these people ? 

Mr. Nicnoias. Not unless there is something suspicious in the 
record. 

Mr. Arens. From what source does the Department obtain its secu- 
rity information which can be employed in screening passport ap- 
plications in an effort to prevent known Communists from traveling 
abroad on missions of the character to which we have just been allud- 
ing‘ 

Mr. Nicnonas. It receives information and has over a period of 
years. We have one central index going back to 1906 which is searched 
in all cases and it includes an accumulation of information we have 
obtained ourselves, that American diplomatic and consular officials 
have sent in, and which the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
other intelligence agencies of the Government have furnished us, and 
what we have obtained from time to time from committees of Con- 
gress, and things of that nature. 

Mr. Arens. In order to get the record absolutely clear, let us assume 
that a person comes before you today and says, “I want a passport. I 
am an American citizen.” He establishes that to your satisfaction, 
but you or the Passport Division knows that that individual is a Com- 
munist and wants to travel abroad. He doubtless wants to travel 
abroad if he wants a passport. Would you issue the passport to him? 

Mr. Nicnoras. No. 

Mr. Arens. Then can you account to this committee for the fact 
that these 17 persons were issued passports when almost all of them 
had long Communist and Communist-front records which have been 
a matter of public record for years? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. We can’t search all the public records. We don’t 
have the people or facilities or money for it. We have this obligation, 
have been given no extra help for it; we have not been able to fill the 

vacancies which we have. All we can do is check the best we can. If 
we had known what these people were going to do, we would not have 
issued the passports. 
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Mr. Arens. If you had known what they were, would you have is- 
sued the passports, aside from knowing what they would do / 

Mr. Nicuonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. The Department of State can call the House Un-Amer- 
ican Activities Committee on the telephone, can it not, and ask them 
what the background is on these people / 

Mr. Nicnonas. You can’t do it 2,000 times a day. 

Mr. Arens. Does not the Department of State in its Security Divi- 
sion have an index system of some kind ¢ 

Mr. Nicuonas. I assume so. I am not in the Security Division. 

Mr. Arens. What liaison is employed to utilize the internal-secu- 
rity information of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in order to 
screen passport applicants ? 

Mr. Nicuoras. We receive very large amounts of information from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding Communists. 

Mr. Arens. What do you do after you receive the information ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. We index it and put it in an index which is searched 
on all applications. If aman has a passport, we consider whether it 
should be taken up or not. 

Mr. Arens. Man to man, does it not seem a little strange to you 
that there are 18 cases here now of people with public records as Com- 
munists and Communist-front activities concerning which the security 
agencies of the Government. obviously has loads of information, the 
House Un-American Activities Committee has publicized in its public 
records a terrific volume of information, and that the Passport Divi- 
sion and the Security Division of the Department of State would not 
have a word on any of them? 

Mr. Nicuouas. I don’t think it is unusual in view of the people who 
went. They were people who had not traveled before, except one or 
two. 

Mr. Arens. You mean they have had passports issued to them 
prior to this time? 

Mr. Nicnoras. Only Shavelson had a passport back in 1934 and 
I think one of them, I think it was Anselmo de Castro Francis, had 
a Sseaman’s passport during World War II. But no one had thought 
to pass on the word to us that they were bad. 

Mr. Arens. On the passport applications of these individuals, some 
of them there indieate a background right on their applications of 
birth and activity in Seviet Russia, do the vy not ? 

Mr. Nicuoias. De Rosa was born in New York of Italian parents. 
Wallace was born in New York; father and mother born in Nassau. 
Wed! was born in Austria; the parents were born in Austria. Ellis 
was born in North Carolina, and the parents were born in North Caro- 
lina. Mrs. Shavelson was born in Russia. Sirota was born in Ru- 
mania. Halloran was born in New York, father in Ireland, and his 
mother I think it says here New York City. I can’t read very good 
in this light. Wechsler was born in London, England; his parents 
were born in Germany. Francis was born in the Virgin Islands and 
his parents were born in the Virgin Islands. 

Mr. Arens. How many people do they have in the Security Divi- 
sion of the State Department to check these things ? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. I don’t know how many they ‘have in the Sec urity 
Division. 
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Mr. Arens. They have a Security Division, do they not? 

Mr. Nicno.as. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How can you account for the fact that the newspaper 
columnists—and I hold in my hand now two or three newspaper col- 
umns written by men who do not have access to the security informa- 
tion of this Government—knew about the background of these people 
and publicized it? 

Mr. Nicuonas. I don’t know where they got it. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been Assistant Chief of the Pass- 
port Division ? 

Mr. Nicuoxias. About 5 or 6 years. 

Mr. Arens. Now do you condone this practice? Do you think it is 
unwholesome from the standpoint of the policy of this Government 
to issue passports to people who are known Communists to travel 
abroad ¢ 

Mr. Nicno nas. I believe it is bad to issue passports to Communists. 

Mr. Arens. You would not issue passports to Communists if you 
knew they were Communists 4 

Mr. Nicuotas. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any suggestions to make to this committee 
to assure that the situation here can be coped with ? 

Mr. Nicuonas. That is something that I think you should take up 
with the Department. It is out of my jurisdiction. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information as to who actually issued the 
pasports, who signed his name, approved the issuance of the passports 
in these 17 cases? 

Mr. Nicno.as. They were approved by various examiners. There 
was nothing irregular about the handling of the cases at all. These 
17 came in at the time we were handling 1,500 to 2,000 applications 
a day. There was nothing to distinguish them from the ordinary 
traveler. The examiner had no reason to suspect there was anything 
wrong with them. 

Mr. Arens. What kind of check does he make to ascertain whether 
he should issue the passport ¢ 

Mr. NicHOoLas. He makes no check. The examiner examines the 
record that comes to him. A check is made of the index before it 
comes to the examiner. This notation on the side indicates there was 
nothing previous at all on the index. . 

Mr. Arens. The House Un-American Activities Committee has 
an index called appendix 9 to all its hearings in which people are 
listed there who have been named as Communists or Communist 
fronters. It would not take very long for someone to sit down and 
type those names out and put them in your index, would it? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. It would take a long time. 

Mr. Arens. Probably a week? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. And then.common names you would have to look 
and get the identifying data to make it worth while. 

Mr. Arens. Do you not think it would be worth while if someone 
would take appendix 9 of the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee and type on a 3 by 5 card each name and put in the index so 
that if someone applied for a passport you can look in the index and 
see: yes, there is public information on this individual and we had 
better look it up and look at it? 

Mr. Nicxoas. I think it would be a very good idea. 
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Mr. Arens. Has anybody thought of that in the State Department ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. Surely 

Senator Smiru. Mr. Nicholas, as the system is run now, the pos- 
session of the passport means practically nothing so far as the per- 
son’s loyalty to the Government is concerned, does it ? 

Mr. Nicuo.as. Well, I wouldn’t say that. There have been many 
refused passports. A good many have been refused. 

Senator Smrru. Those that were refused were refused on the basis 
of the information apparent on the application / 

Mr. Nicnoxas. No, it was mostly because of the accumulation of 
information we have had and when the new application came in and 
was checked against our index, it showed it up. 

Senator Smirn. That is on those who had heretofore had passports? 

Mr. NicHoxas. Some had, and on some we had adverse inferma- 
tion, and we made an index card. 

Senator Smiru. How did you happen to get the adverse informa- 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Nicwonas. It came in various ways. We might get it from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, from the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. 

Senator Smirn. I understood you to say you did not attempt to 
check with them. 

Mr. Nicnuotas. No, but they have furnished us from time to time 
considerable information which has been indexed, but we have not had 
the people to go through and index all the hearings. 

Senator Smiru. Who is responsible for the policies of your Divi- 
sion ¢ 

Mr. Nicuotas. Well, the policy of the Division in the broad sense is 
set by the Secretary of State. The policy regarding passports to 
Communists in years gone by has varied according to the Secretaries 
of State. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you had this policy in effect of not 
issuing passports to Communists if you happen to know they are 
Communists ? 

Mr. Nicuoras. After the McCarran Act was passed and even though 
it is not legally applicable to the issuance of passports, the Passport 
Division asked the higher officers of the Department whether we should 
endeavor to enforce the spirit of the act by refusing the passports. 
After considerable deliberation and opinions of various people, why, 
we were told that it should be. 

Mr. Arens. But prior to the time the McCarran Act was passed 
the Department of State did not have a policy of refusing passports 
to Communists; is that correct ? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. No, unless there was some definite information which 
indicated that the person’s travel would be contrary to the best interest 
of the United States. For instance, if we thought a man was going 
to be an espionage agent or something of that kind, if he had been en- 
gaged in espionage like this man Josephson, we would have refused 
people of that nature. 

Mr. Arens. Under the McCarran Act we have to wait until the 
Subversive Activities Control Board finds an organization to be a 
Communist organization before a passport can be refused to an appli- 
cant who is a member of that organization; is that not correct? 
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Mr. Nicnoras. Before it is mandatorily refused and before the 
criminal provisions are applicable. 

Mr. Arens. I understand you to say notwithstanding the fact that 
the McCarran Act is presently inoperative in that respect, unless there 
is a finding by the Board the Department of State has enunciated a 
policy of refusing passports to Communists; is that correct ? 

Mr. Nicuowas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. That has only been since the McCarran Act was passed ? 

Mr. Nicnioias. Yes. Shortly after World War I and for a consider- 
able period thereafter it was the policy to refuse passports to Com- 
munist leaders and then I think it was Mr. Kellogg when he became 
Secretary said that the political factor would no longer be applied. 

Senator Smiru. Suppose a Communist wanted to go to Russia, 
France, or anywhere else; would he have to get a passport 

Mr. Nicwouas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. If he were a citizen. 

Senator Smirn. Why would it not be a good idea to give him a pass- 
port and let him go and keep him from coming back ¢ 

Mr. Nicno.as. We could not keep him from coming back. 

Mr. Arens. That is what makes it dangerous if they are couriers or 
going abroad, such as these people did, to subsequently come back 
and propagandize against this Nation. 

Senator Smiru. There are two or three questions I want to ask 
Mr. Nicholas. For instance, how did you know or get the informa- 
tion about these parties that Mr. Arens asked you about traveling in 
Russia ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. We got some of it during the time when they were 
on their way over and when they got there from the Embassy in 
Moscow that they had arrived. We got some of it from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and we got some of it by checking around 
various ways. 

Mr. Arens. After they had been issued passports ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. Yes. We got information about a few people be- 
fore they got away and took up the passports. We also refused, as 
far as I know, eight or nine that we got the information on before the 
passports were issued. 

Senator Smirn. How did you get that information after they had 
sailed if it was not the practice to go into that sort of information? 

Mr. Nicuouas. We don’t have a chance to check every applicant but 
when any agency of the Government receives information of this 
nature they communicate it to us, and then if we have not issued 
passports we refuse them. If we have issued them and the people 
have not left, we take up the passports. If they have left, we try to 
take them up abroad or when they come back. 

Senator SmirH. You make an effort to take them when they are 
abroad ? 

Mr. Nicwonas. Yes. 

Senator Smirx. Is that how you received the information that they 
had all gone to Russia ? 

Mr. Nicnoias. We got the names of a few in an early telegram. 
We had different embassies check around, and one or two would be con- 
tributed by one place and one from another, and we got the names 
together in that way. 
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Senator Smiru. Telegrams from whom ? 

Mr. Nicuoras. From embassies abroad. We got some of them 
from Moscow. 

Senator Smitu. That is where they check in to get permission to 
travel, or something of that sort? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. No. They were the American embassies, but they 
were alerted to the group and we asked them to get all the names 
they could. They picked up several names. I think Paris probably 
contributed a few names and Rome I think one or two and Moscow. 

Senator Smiru. Is there any penalty for an applicant for a passport 
to fail to disclose the countries in which he is going to travel? 

Mr. Nicwonas. There is a penalty for ms iking a false statement on 
an application fora passport. These people s said in their applications 
Italy and France. They didn’t mention Russia. They did not say 
they were not going to Russia. Whether it would be possible in an 
individual case to make a ¢ harge that that man made a false statement 
in his application- 

Senator Smrru. He might change his mind. 

Mr. Nicnonas. That is a favorite stall that we ran into during the 
war in Spain when they said they were going to France. When we 
questioned them on it they said, “We got to France and then we 
decided to go to Spain and join the army.’ 

Senator Smrru. Would there be any Government agency, embassy, 
or what not, that the citizen is supposed to report to that they were 
going to Spain ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Senator Smitrn. Now is there an obligation wpon the person who 
has a passport upon his return to report to your department ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. No. When he arrives at the port, of course he is 
checked in by the Immigration people, but there is no report made 
generally of everybody that comes in. The only report of the citizen 
coming in is on the manifest of the plane or ship. 

Senator Smirn. Have these recent revelations about the Commu- 
nists and traveling Communists caused your Department to make 
any changes in its rules or regulations at all? 

Mr. Nicuotas. No, there has been no change made. Of course I 
know we are not supposed to speak about budget matters to Congress 
directly, and so anything I say on that I hope Will be off the record. 

Mr. Arens. How much time intervenes between the time of the 
application and the time the passport is issued ¢ 

Mr. Nicwo.as. It varies according to the season of the year. Ordi- 
narily it is probably issued within a week after it is rec wtb "Diing 
the rush season the average I would think would be closer to 2 weeks. 

Mr. Arens. If I made an application to you today for a passport to 
travel some place abroad, it would not take you but a few minutes 
to send my name over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for what 
they call a name check, would it? 

Mr. Nicnonas. No. 

Mr. Arens. They could check back in 2 or 3 days, could they not? 

Mr. Nicnoras. No. 

Mr: Arens. How long does it take to get a name check back from 
the Bureau ? 


Mr. Nicno.as. It varies, from 2 weeks to 3 months. 
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Mr. Arens. In the recent past representatives of the staff of the 
Internal Security Committee have been in touch with you on this 
situation, have they not? 

Mr. Nicwo.as. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What does the Department propose to do about this 
situation in these particular 18 cases ¢ 

Mr. Nicuouas. The 18 are tied up with other groups. This is not 
just one group. There are two groups that went over there. There 
are others in preparation, we think. 

Mr. Arens. You mean in preparation to go? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. We hope to be able to get evidence which 
might justify some criminal proceedings. 

Mr. Arens. How many of the passports have you thus far picked 
up? 

Mr. Nicuoras. On the first group I would think of the 18 we have 
probably picked up 5 or 6. ‘ 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly read into the record the names on 
the passports and the countries visited ? 

Senator Smiru. Before he does that, I would like to finish my 
interrogation. Now I asked you about whether or not these recent 
revelations have caused any change in your policy and you said no, 
they had not. You started to say something about the budget. Has 
any recommendation been made by you to the Secretary of State or by 
whoever is in charge of the Passport Division as to how this machinery 
can be changed to make it a little bit more efficient in picking up 
people of this sort / 

Mr. Nicuoxtas. Could this be off the record ? 

Senator Smirn. Yes. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Senator Smiru. So up to now these recent revelations have not 
alerted the Department to make any change so far as the Passport 
Division is concerned ? 

Mr. Nicxonas. There has been no change made. 

Senator Smirn. Has there been any recommendation made by who- 
ever is in charge of the Passport Division to the Secretary of State 
for any changes ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. That is out of my scope. 

Senator Smiru. Who is in charge of the Passport Division? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. Mrs. Shipley is the Chief. 

Senator Smita. You do not know whether she has made any sug- 
gestions for improvement of the procedure? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. I know the matter is under study, and we are trying 
to figure out some way, but despite your colleague’s statement, we are 
short of personnel in the Passport Division. I am not saying the 
Voice of America and those did not get lots of money and things 
like that. 

Senator Smrru. I suppose it is true, Mr. Nicholas, that you have a 
lot of hurry-up calls from people who decide at the last minute to go 
abroad and they rush you? 

Mr. Nicwotas. Very many. We have congressional calls. For 
example, one of the group of 18 got a passport right away because 
his Congressman called and asked that it be expedited. 

Senator Fercuson. You mean one of these people? Do you have 
the Congressman’s name ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. No. 
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Senator Frercuson. How do you know it was a Congressman ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. I do not have the file here. 

Senator Fercuson. I mean suppose somebody just called up, how 
would you know that it was not somebody giving a Congressman’s 
name? 

Senator Smiru. It is a matter of identification. 

Who makes the rules and regulations for the Passport Division ? 
Does Mrs. Shipley do it, the Secretary of State, or who? 

Mr. Nicuotas. The passport regulations are prescribed by the Pres- 
ident. The Secretary of State is authorized to make additional rules. 
The procedural rules and things are matters that are usually handled 
by the Division in conjunction with the Assistant Secretary who is 
in charge of our work. 

Senator SmirH. Have there been any changes made in those rules 
and regulations during this period since the war, we will say within 
the last 5 years? 

Mr. Nicuotas. There has been a change not in the Executive order 
or the departmental order, but there have been changes regarding 
the orddiieres for issuing passports. The passport regulations are 
prescribed by the President. The Secretary of State is authorized 
to make additional rules, the Executive order and the departmental 
order in printed form and in the publication which is put out called 
Passport Regulations. The procedural rules and things are matters 
that are usually handled by the Division in conjunction with the 
Assistant Secretary who is in charge of our work. 

Senator Smiru. Have there been any changes made in those rules 
and regulations during this period since the war, we will say the 
last 5 years? 

Mr. Nicuonas. There has been no change in the Executive order 
or the departmental order, but there have been changes regarding 
the procedures for issuing passports. Of course during the war only 
people going in connection with the war effort could get passports. 
As the conditions improved they were gradually veliene and let 
different categories of people go. At the present time traveling is 
almost unrestricted as far as American citizens are concerned. In 
connection with an application for a passport we do not have the 
information on necessity for travel which we got during wartime and 
immediately thereafter. As far as the mechanical processing of the 
ee ca other than the examination, there has been no material 
change. 

Senator SmiruH. What I am trying to get at, Mr. Nicholas, is 
whether anybody in the Department has recognized this current sit- 
uation that has developed in the last few years and has attempted to 
make any really worth-while recommendation for changes. Now 
maybe no changes can be made. I wonder if any effort has been 
made looking in that direction ? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. I am sure there have been lots of efforts, a lot of 
studies. We have had lots of conferences on things that could be done 
and we have tried to assemble all the information together that we 
thought could be obtained from various sources and get it indexed 
as fast as we could. We have had a shortage of typists. 

_ Senator Smrrx. Could you look up your figures now and see what 
is the present number of employees or the present budget of the 
Passport Division compared to what it was in 1940 and turn it over to 








18 UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


the clerk of this committee so we can see whether or not we can talk 
to these men who have charge of the appropriations? I think it is a 
study that might be worth while. 

Mr. Arens. You would want the Security Division personnel. 

Senator Smrru. Yes. 

Mr. Nicnoias. That would not be affected by our work. 

Senator Smrru. So we can see whether or not the failure of this 
Department, if it is a failure, to pursue the best methods of hurdling 
this situation is attributable to somebody’s lack of vision in the De- 
partment or lack of alertness or whether it is due to the fact that you 
do not have sufficient help. 

Is any record kept by the Department on alleged subversives? You 
probably have answered that in your answer to Mr. Arens, that you 
have not attempted up to now to get the complete list of names from 
the House Un-American Activities Committee or the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

Mr. Nicnonas. We have been given a great many names by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation they were especially interested in. 

Senator Smirn. None of these names was in that category ? 

Mr. Nicuotras. No. 

Senator Smrru. Now is there not some rule that you have to have 
a clearance from the tax authorities before you let a person go abroad ¢ 

Mr. Nicuotas. That is aliens, not citizens. 

Senator Smirn. Now on these applications there is no provision 
there for any identification or recommendation from any home town 
people, the home town officials ? 

Mr. Nicuotas. The only identification is a witness who must have 
known the person for at least 2 years. It is a personal identification 
rather than a voucher as far as his reliability. 

Senator SmirH. Would it be worth while to have anybody in the 
community vouch for the applicant? That would be a check if you 
required that on your application. 

Mr. Nicuoxas. The difficulty about it is that in a large city like 
New York you wouldn’t know whether the person who made the 
recommendation was any good or not. In these smaller communities 
where the clerks of court know practically everybody anyway, there 
is no problem. Your problem is in the large cities where the people 
who take the applications cannot know the applicants. 

Senator Smrrn. It might be a burdensome proposition to have him 
hunt up somebody of more or less local prominence who could vouch 
for him. 

Mr. Nicuoras. Yes, and they can always get somebody to sign some- 
thing, friends or colleagues to make any kind of statement they want. 
The investigation of everybody would just be an enormous amount 
of work. 

Senator Smiru. I can see how it would be. 

Senator Frreuson. When an American gets a passport like these 
passports he can travel anywhere in the world where he can get a 
visa for the country ? 

Mr. Nicwoxas. Yes, except at the present time they are not valid 
for Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. 

Senator Frereuson. But if he can get a visa, they are all right? 

Mr. Nicnoxas. It would be a violation of the law if he used it in 
those countries. 
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Senator Smiru. I have forgotten how you do it. 

Senator Frrauson. You just go to that government ? 

Mr. Nicno.as. Yes, the consulate or the | Embassy. 

Senator Smirn. You get them before you leave here? 

Mr. Nicnotas. You can, or when you go abroad. Ifa person wants 
to go to the Soviet Union, ‘he could go to the Soviet Embassy in Paris 
and get his visa there. 

Senator Ferauson. So you have no control. If you give a man a 
passport and he goes to Canada, after he gets into Canada he could 
go anywhere in the world? 

Mr. Nicuonas. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. He can go anywhere in the world by getting 
visas to those countries. 

Mr. Arens. If it is the policy of the State Department not to issue 
passports to Communists, would it be a good idea if they had a state- 
ment on the passport application which is sworn to that ‘the applicant 
is not a Communist, and if he is a Communist he could be prosecuted 
for perjury? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. That might have some deterring effect. That has 
been considered. 

Mr. Arens. Am I right in my impression that you do have a card 
index over there of bad people? 

Mr. Nicwo.tas. We have a card index which includes thousands and 
thousands of bad people. We have a separate small card index of 
bad cases. 

Mr. Arens. Were these 17 names checked against your card index 
before the passports were issued ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes, they are checked against the index before they 
go to the examiners. 

Mr. Arens. If you had had the information from the House Un- 
American Activities Committee and the Federal Bureau of Investi- 

gation in your index, you would have seen these names, would you not? 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Then the problem is getting this information in your 
index; is that correct 4 

Mr. Nicnotas. If we had had the information, we would have put 
the card in the index. When we get the information we make a red 
card for adverse information and put it in the index. That is a flash 
card. When the application comes through that is connected up. 

Mr. Arens. The problem apparently thus far is that your index 
is not very complete over there. 

Mr. Nicnonas. Yes. 

Mr. Arrens. And the personnel that would be needed would be 
people who would sit down with the reports of the Government agen- 
cies and index the names and put them in the file; is that correct ? 

Mr. Nicnonas. It would be as far as the House committee reports 
were concerned. 

Mr. Arens. Now all these people we have been talking about have 
long records which have been public property, published by the 
House Un-American Activities Committee for years: is that correct? 

Mr. Nicronas. I haven’t checked against the House committee 
records at all. 

Senator Smiru. Are you alerted at all by the names of the parties? 
Can you get any indication from the country in which a person was 
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born or his name as to whether or not that may indicate he is more 
likely to be in the subversive class? 

Mr. Nicnotas. No; I am afraid not, because a lot of them are 
straight native citizens and of native parents. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sirota’s name is not a common name. A person 
in 2 minutes could find reference in the appendix 9 of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Nicuoxas. Probably. 

Mr. Arens. You have appendix 9 in the Passport Division ? 

Mr. Nicnotas. I don’t know whether we have it in the Passport 
Division or not. The problem of searching one name is different from 
searching 2,000 names, and when you run across a common name, to 
see if it belongs to this man or another man by the same name. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nicholas, I wonder if you would kindly identify, 
so we may place as exhibits in the record, the passports which you 
have picked up of these people and also the photostatie copies which 
you have before you of the passport applications of certain of these 
people. 

Mr. Nicnoras. I did not bring down all the 18 because you asked 
only, I think, for 10 in the subpena. 

I have here the application of Carrie Mae Ellis. She has a New 
York City passport number, No. 28717, issued April 18, 1951. 

I also have here the original passport. It shows she was born at 
Mt. Olive, N. C., on November 30, 1922. It has five stamps which 
I see placed on it abroad, one a French arrival stamp dated April 
22, 1951, a departure stamp on April 25, 1951, another entry stamp 
on May 17, 1951, and it has two Italian stamps, entrance at Rome on 
May 16, 1951, and departure from Rome May 18, 1951. It has an 
arrival at New York immigration stamp on May 19, 1951. 

I also have the photostatic copy of the passport application of 
Anselmo de Castro Francis, who was issued passport No, 409662 on 
April 6, 1951; also a previous application by the applicant showing 
that he was issued a seaman passport on February 18, 1944. I don’t 
have as yet the passport in this case. 

Senator Smirn. I notice you have description of applicant, height 
5 feet 2 inches, hair black, eyes dark brown, and under distinguishing 
marks or features you do not have anything on there and there does 
not seem to be any place for stating the race of the person. Is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. That is correct. The only thing that shows the race 
is the photograph. 

Senator Smiru. Now, is that not one of the first ways to identify 
a person when you say they are white, Negro, yellow, Chinese, or 
Japanese? Is that not a most distinguishing characteristic ? 

Mr. Nicuo as. It is. 

Senator Smiru. Is there some law that keeps you from putting that 
description in the passport ? 

Mr. Nicwotas. No; there is no law, but there is no authentic way 
that you can get correct information in most States in doubtful cases. 
Many of the States have passed laws, at the instance of one of the 
divisions of the Federal Government, forbidding the information to 
be put on the birth certificate. 

Senator SmirH. That would be one of the most characteristic fea- 
tures of description ? 
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Mr. Nicnuouas. Yes; it would be very helpful to us, because we have 
had cases of people using a birth certificate of a person of another 
race, and it has shown up in investigation afterward. But in most 
States you cannot put on the ce rtificate whether the person is white, 
Negro, or Chinese. They are also cutting out parents in a good many 
States, which also is some form of identification. A number of 
States are now issuing certificates of new names when persons get 
their names changed by court orders, which we have protested against, 
but it does not have any effect. 

John Gates, the Communist, had a passport in his original name, 
which is something like Israel Regenstreich. Then he went to Spain 
during the war over there. A few years ago he applied for a new 
passport in the name of John Gates and submitted a birth certificate 
issued in New York in the name of John Gates. We had a certificate 
with the other name, so we asked him how come. He said he had had 
his name changed by court order and they had issued a new certifi- 
cate in his new name. That would be one way that a person on whom 
we had a bad record could get a passport without any of us knowing 
about it. 

Senator Smiru. Should there not be a requirement that the person 
applying should have to give any name under which he had been 
known prior to that time / 

Mr. Nicuoxas. There peaeenyy should. We have considered put- 
ting that on, but our app ication form calls for the parents names, 
whic ‘th would ordinarily take care of the change of name. Of course, 
in a fraud case, a person could get a new birth certificate in a new 
name. 

Senator Smirn. It seems to me that there ought to be a require- 
ment that they should give any alias by which they have been hereto- 
fore known and put the burden on the ap plic ant if the ‘v have violated 
the law. 

Mr. AreNs. I suppose it would be helpful. I also think it would 
be helpful if the application required the individual to list whether 
or not he had ever been a member of the Communist Party, as they 
do under the National Labor Relations Act, and sign in effect a non- 
Communist affidavit. Then, if he is a Communist, he would be sub- 
ject to perjury charges. 

Senator Smirm. Mr. Nicholas, would there be any disposition over 
there in your department not to cooperate with this committee toward 
working out a better identification system / 

Mr. Nicnonas. No indeed. 

Senator Smiru. I do not mean from the standpoint of law. I mean 
from the standpoint of resistance to change. I know that is a char- 
acteristic of some businesses and departments. Would you have any 
trouble on that score there? 

Mr. NICHOL AS, No. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if you could express yourself again a little 
bit more clearly on what is going on over there to meet this situation. 
[ think it is obvious, and I think you will say it is obvious, that the 
situation which we have been describing today is hazardous to the 
interests of this country. What is being done about it? I under- 
stood you to say they are having conferences and talking it over. Is 
there some plan being formulated to check these names in a better 
manner to avoid having this situation occur frequently / 
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Mr. Nicuotas. There have been many conversations and confer- 
ences trying to figure out something that can be done with the facili- 
ties available, and there have been efforts made to get additional 
people. 

Mr. Arens. Could they not take a stenographer and have her take 
appendix 9 of the House Un-American Activities Committee and 
have her sit down for a couple of weeks and type up cards with those 
names cited there and put them in an index ¢ 

Mr. Nicwotas. If I had a stenographer available, I would try to 
get caught up on some of the backlog work on my desk right now. 

Senator Smrrn. Did you say you have vacancies which you cannot 
fill over there?) What is the matter? 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Nicholas, will you kindly proceed with the 
identification of the passport applications and also the passports 
which you have thus far picked up on these 18 cases? 

Mr. Nicnovas. Moses Wechsler was issued passport No. 411935, 
April 10, 1951. That is the photostatic copy of the passport applica- 
tion. Also, Iam exhibiting the original passport which shows that the 
bearer was born in England on September 22, 1887, and the passport 
bears several stamps abroad. One is an arrival in France April 23, 
1951, a departure from France April 25, 1951, another arrival in 
France May 13, 1951, and a departure on*’May 19, 1951, an arrival in 
England on May 19, 1951, and a departure on May 25, 1951. In addi- 
tion, there is the New York immigration stamp of May 26, 1951. 

I have the photostatic copy of the passport application in the name 
of John Francis Halloran, passport No. 412429, April 11, 1951. I am 
exhibiting the original passport in the same name showing the bearer 
born in Brooklyn, N. Y., September 2, 1913. It bears four foreign 
stamps, an arrival in Paris April 23, 1951, a departure on April 26, 
1951, another entry May 18, 1951, another departure on May 21, 1951, 
and an immigration stamp showing arrival in New York on May 22, 
1951. 

I have the photostatic copy of the passport application of Alex 
Sirota, passport No. 411655, April 10, 1951. I do not have the original 
passport. 

I have the photostatic copy of the passport application of Clara 
Shavelson, passport No. 132175, July 7, 1934, and the other passport 
application of the same person, passport No. 405,734 on March 30, 
1951. I have the original passport showing that the bearer was born 
in Russia on March 28, 1886, which bears an arrival stamp in Paris 
on April 23, 1951, a departure on April 26, 1951, another arrival on 
May 18, 1951, another departure on May 19, 1951, and an immigration 
stamp showing arrival at the port of New York on May 20, 1951. 

I have a photostatic copy of the passport application of Frank 
Wedl, passport No. 412802, April 11, 1951, and have the original pass- 
port showing that bearer was born in Austria on December 20, 1898. 
It bears stamps as follows: An arrival at Paris on April 28, 1951, a 
departure on April 25, 1951, an arrival in Austria on May 16, 1951, 
a departure from Austria on May 18, 1951, and arrival at the port of 
New York, May 19, 1951. 

I have the photostatic copy of the passport application in the name 
of William Aloysius Wallace, passport No. 416502, April 18, 1951.. 
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I also exhibit the original passport showing the bearer was born in 
New York City on November ‘ 22,1913. It bears an arrival stamp at 
Paris, April 2 23, 1951, a departure on April 25, 1951, another arrival 
on May 27, 19: 51, another de og on the same day, and an arrival 
at the port of New York on May 

I have the passport Siti of Joseph de Rosa, passport No 
28600, April 13, 1951. The passport has not been taken up. 

L have the photostatic copy of the passport application of Irving 
Charles Velson. No passport was issued on the application. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Nicholas, you will file for the record the photostatic 
copies - these passport applications that you have referred to? 

Mr. Nicuouas. Yes. 

( The passport applications were marked as committee exhibits and 
filed for the record. ) 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any further comments you wish to make 
at this time? 

Mr. Nicuoxas. In connection with the questioning, it was not brought 
out that we did not issue a passport to Mr. Velson on whom we did 
have adverse information. I think that should be put on the record 
that we did have adverse information on Mr. Velson who had never 
had a passport before, and we refused him a passport on the basis of 
the information. 

(At 12:45 p. m. the subcommittee recessed subject to the call of the 
chair.) 
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securirry Act 
AND Orner INTERNAL Securiry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 


Washington, D. C. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


The subcommittee met at 10: 30 a. m., pursuant to call, in room P-36, 
the Capitol, Hon. Willis Smith presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith and Ferguson. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank Schroeder, pro- 
fessional staff member; Donald Connors, Edward Duffy, and Mitchel 
Carter, investigators. 

Senator Smiru. The subcomittee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the witness’ name is Mr. John Francis 
Halloran. I respectfully suggest that he be sworn. 

Senator Smirxn. Will you please stand? Do you solemnly swear 
that the evidence you shall give before this subcommittee of the 
Judiciary Committee of the United States Senate shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Haxuoran. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN FRANCIS HALLORAN, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name and address. 

Mr. Hartoran. I am John F. Halloran. I reside at 111 Norfolk 
Street, New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Halloran, you are appearing before this subcom- 
mittee in response to a subpena which was served upon you? 

Mr. Hatnoran. That is correct. 

Before we proceed any further may I inquire who are the members 
of the subcommittee ? 

Mr. Arens. The presiding officer is Senator Willis Smith, of North 
Carolina, and the Son itor to his right, opposite you at the table, is 
Senator Homer Ferguson, from the State of Michigan. 

Mr. Hartoran. Thank you. 

Senator Fercuson. Why did you ask that question ? 

Mr. Harioran. I don’t know you gentlemen. I simply wanted to 
known who the members were. 

Mr. Arens. What is your occupation? 
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Mr. Hattoran. Paper handler. 
Mr. Arens. Will you elaborate on that? 
Mr. Hatxoran. I handle paper. 
Mr. Arens. What type of paper? 
Mr, Hatxioran. Printing paper. 
Mr. Arens. Where do you work? By whom are you employed? 
Mr. Hatxtoran. I am not employed at the present time. 
Mr. Arens. What does a paper handler do? What do you do in 
handling paper? 
Mr. Hatoran. Load and unload it from trucks, move it around. 
Mr. Arens. Where were you last employed ? 
Mr. Harroran. I was last employed by H. P. Andrews Paper Co., 
14 West Third Street, New York. 
Senator Fercuson. Would you call that labor, helping to unload the 
paper? Is that it? 
ri . Hatioran. That is right, sir. 
Senator Sari. Newsprint ? 
Mr. Hatioran. Generally printing paper 
so forth. 
Senator Fercuson. All kinds of paper? 
Mr. Hatxioran. That is right. 
Mr. Arens. Are you a citizen of the United States? 
Mr. Hatxtoran. I am. 
Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born ? 
Mr. Hartoran. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y. , September 2, 1913. 
Mr. Arens. Would you give us a br ‘ief résumé of your education ? 
Mr. Hatnoran. I graduated from public high se hool, and had a few 
courses in college. 
Mr. Arens. And then trace, if you please, your employment. 
Senator Frerquson. What college? 
Mr. Haxoran. I attended a few sessions at the City College of 
New York. 
Mr. Arens. When did you terminate your pursuit of education? 
Mr. Hatroran. About 1935 
Mr. Arens. Now will you kindly give us a brief résumé of your 
‘cupation and employ ment since 1935? 
Mr. Hatioran. Since 1935 I worked as a clerk in an office. 
Mr. Arens. Where? 
Mr. Hauvoran. In the office of Pressinger & Wigg. 
Mr. Arens. Located where? 
Mr. Hatioran. New York City. 
Mr. Arens. What is the nature of the business? 
Mr. Hatvoran. It is a law firm. 
Mr. Arens. What was your employment with the law firm? 
Mr. Havoran. I was a clerk. 
Senator Frereuson. Not a law clerk? 
Mr. Hatroran. Yes; a law clerk. 
Senator Frrcuson. Did you look up law? 
Mr. Hatioran. I looked up law. I answered the calendar of the 
courts. I did errands of all kinds. 
Senator Fercuson. Did they use nonlaw graduates for that kind of 
work? 
Mr. Hatroran. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Will you proceed with the employment succeeding your 
employment with the law firm ? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I was employed as a machinist’s helper by Morey 
Machinery Co. 

Mr. Arens. That was at Astoria, N. Y.? 

Mr. Hauioran. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. That is from 1988 to 1942? 

Mr. Hatvoran. 1939, I think. 

Mr. Arens. Until 1942? 

Mr. Hatxoran. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. What was your next employment, if you please ? 

Mr. Hatioran. I was in the Army from 1942 to 1945. I was a long- 
shoreman from 1945 to 1948. 

Mr. Arens. During the period of time you were a longshoreman, 
were you a member of local 32 of the International Longshoremen’s 

Association in Brooklyn? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I must decline to answer that question on the 
ground that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Ferauson. How could belonging to a union tend to incrimi- 
nate you? 

Mr. Hatioran. I think very frankly, sir-—— 

Senator Ferguson. Do you understand what it means? That is 
what I am trying to get at. 

Mr. Haxtoran. I believe so. 

Senator Frrcuson. Have you had legal advice on this question of 
incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Hatworan. I must decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Senator Fercuson. Whether or not you have had legal advice could 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Hatyvoran. I am very much inclined to think it could, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. Just the fact that you have had legal advice 
could incriminate you? 

Mr. Arens. If the chairman please, I respectfully suggest to the 
chairman that the witness be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Senator Smirn. I am interested, as Senator Ferguson is, as to 
whether or not the witness understands. People can be perfectly 
innocent and seek legal advice. Senator Ferguson and I both are 
lawyers, so we certainly do not want to say that innocent people do 
not seek legal advice as well as the guilty ones. That is the basis, 
I suppose, of Senator Ferguson’s question as to why you think the 
fact that you sought legal advice would incriminate you. 

Mr. Haxtoran. It seems to me, sir, in view of all the circumstances, 
that to answer that question might tend to incriminate me. I honestly 
believe that. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair is going to direct you to answer the 
question, Mr. Halloran, under these circumstances. 

Mr, Arens. Would you answer the question, please, Mr. Halloran, 
as to whether or not when you were engaged as a longshoreman you 
were a member of local 3 2 of the International Longshoremen’s Asso- 
ciation at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Hatvoran, I am afraid I must respectfully decline to answer, 


sir. 
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Senator Smirn. That is a different question than the one that Sen- 
ator Ferguson wanted answered. 

Senator Frravson. The one I wanted answered is whether he em- 
ployed legal advice. 

Senator Smrru. I am going to direct you to answer the last question 
asked, and then we will come back to the question Senator Ferguson 
raised. The Chair directs you to answer the question asked you by 
Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Havioran. The question is which / 

Mr. Arens. The question is: At the time you were employed as a 
longshoreman were you a member of the International Longshore- 
men’s Association, local 32, at Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Hatioran. I must respectfully decline to answer that question 
en the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. Why do you say that might tend to incriminate 
you? 

Mr. Hatroran. I believe, sir, to answer that question might tend to 
incriminate me. I don’t see how I can explain it any further without 
doing the same thing. 

Mr. Arens. Whom have you talked to with reference to your testi- 
mony today since the time you were subpenaed to appear before this 
subcommittee ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. If the Chairman please, I respectfully suggest to the 
Chairman that the witness be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair orders and directs you, Mr. Halloran, 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Hartioran. I must respectfully decline, sir, on the grounds 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you consulted with a lawyer since the time you 
were subpenaed by this subcommittee to appear today ? 

Mr. Harroran. I have. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of the lawyer? 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to answer on the grounds that to do 
so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Frrevson. I hope that you understand thoroughly that 
kind of question. I would not want anybody to get in trouble 
over an answer that could not possibly tend to incriminate him. If 
a man is admitted to the bar and is a legal lawyer, I am wondering 
whether or not you just understand the significance of your refusal 
to answer and give the name of the lawyer with whom you have 
conferred. 

This committee wants to be friendly with you. They are after 
facts. As a citizen, I hope you can give them all the facts. It is 
not the purpose of this committee to get things here and to prosecute 
you. That is not the purpose of it at ‘all. 

Mr. Harpioran. I understand that, sir, but I am convinced that to 
give the name of the attorney whom I consulted would tend to incrim- 
inate me. 
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Senator Frrauson. It is not that you might tend to incriminate 
him, you understand. You cannot obtain that privilege on that ac- 
count. 

Mr. Hatporan. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You understand the it you decline to answer the ques- 
tions at your peril, Mr. Halloran ¢ 

Mr. Haxtoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. You understand that if you are wrong in your 
refusal to answer, then you could be tried for contempt of Congress 
and the Senate? You understand that ? 

Mr. Hatioran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smiru. In the light of the preceding discussion, the Chair 
is going to again direct you, Mr. Halloran, to answer the question. 

Mr. Harnoran. And that question is? 

Mr. Arens. The name of lawyer whom you conferred with prior to 
the time that you appeared be fore this subcommittee ? 

Mr. Hattoran. I must respectfully decline to answer, sir, on the 
ground stated, that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What was your employment, Mr. Halloran, after you 
were a longshoreman, and I believe you stated that was in 1948, if 
I am not mistaken; is that correct ? 

Mr. Hauxoran. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you employed as a longshoreman ? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Approximately ; 3 years. 

Mr. Arens. Then what was your employment after you terminated 
your association with the longshoreman organization ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I was a paper handler for H. P. Andrews Paper 
Company. 

Mr. Arens. How long was that? 

Mr. Hatxvoran. Until April 1951. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any other employment since then ! 

Mr. Harvoran. I have not, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What is vour wife’s name ? 

Mr. Hatnoran. I must decline to answer that question on the 
ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Could you explain here for the purpose of the record 
and for the benefit of the committee how your testimony as to what 
your wife’s name is could possibly tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hatroran. I could not explain that question without tending 
to incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Is your wife’s name Beatrice Goodloe Halloran? 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer the question on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frreuson. Are you married ¢ 

Mr. Harxoran. I must decline to answer the question on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smita. The Chair directs you to answer the question which 
Mr. Arens asked you a moment ago, which is—— 

Mr. Arens. Is your wife’s name Beatrice Goodloe Halloran ? 

Mr. Hatroran. IT must respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arrens. Are you married? 
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Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this witness 
be directed and ordered to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer that question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Hattoran. I must decline to answer on the ground that to 
do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been married ? 

Mr. Picncaix. I respectfully decline to answer on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smriru. The Chair orders and directs you to answer that 
question, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Harzoran. I respectfully decline to answer the question on the 
ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. Will you tell on what basis it might tend to incrim- 
inate you, Mr. Halloran? 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to do so on the ground it might tend. 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Halloran, have you ever taken a trip abroad? 

Mr. Harxioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the wit- 
ness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. Mr. Halloran, the Chair directs and orders you 
to answer that question as to whether you have taken a trip abroad. 

Mr. Hartoran. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Halloran, I lay before you now a photostatic copy 
of a passport application which has been identified by a witness be- 
fore this subcommittee and ask you if on this passport application the 
signature of John F. Halloran is your signature. 

Mr. Harroran. I must respectfully decline to answer on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. Mr. Halloran, the Chair directs and orders you to 
answer the question as to whether or not the signature shown you 
is your signature. 

Mr. Hauioran. Mr. Senator, I respectfully submit that to answer 
that question might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frercuson. That that is your photograph ? 

Mr. Haxtroran. I must respectfully decline to answer the question 
on the ground that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Fercuson. That is your photograph ? 

Mr. Harroran. I must dee ‘line to answer that question on the ground 
that to do so would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer the question, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs and orders you to answer the 
question, Mr. Halloran. 
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Mr. Har1oran. I regret, sir, that I am unable to do so because I am 
convinced that to answer that question would tend to incriminate me, 

Senator SmirH. Why are you convinced of that? What is your 
reason ¢ 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to answer, sir, on the same grounds, 

Senator Smirm. You mean you cannot give us any reason for de- 
clining to answer that ¢ 

Mr. Hatoran. I am convinced on the basis of my knowledge of 
all the circumstances that to give an answer to that question might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smrrn. In other words, you do have guilty knowledge? Is 
that what you mean to say ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. No, sir, that is not what I mean to say. 

Senator SmirH. You said from all your knowledge. Say again just 
what you did say. 

Mr. Hatroran. I say, sir, that I respectfully decline to answer 
that question because to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. What did you you say just now, from all your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Hatioran. I don’t remember the exact words. I would suggest 
that you request the stenographer to read it back. 

Senator Smrru. Will you read it back? 

(The answer referred to was read back by the reporter as follows: “I 
am convinced on the basis of my knowledge of all the circumstances 
that to give an answer to that question might tend to incriminate me.”’) 

Mr. Arens. Did you on or about April 1951 leave for a trip to 
Europe ¢ 

Mr. Harroran. I respectfully decline to answer on the grounds it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn., The Chair directs you, Mr. Halloran, to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Hatworan. I respectfully decline, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Did you ever take an oath of allegiance to the 
United States? 

Mr. Harioran. I did. 

Senator Sairi. Is that your signature for the oath of allegiance on 
the paper I hand you? 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Feravson. That is an exhibit in the record ? 

Mr. Arens. That, if the Senators please and for the purpose of the 
record, is a photostatic copy of a passport applic ation by one John F, 
Halloran which has been previously identified in this record. 

Senator Smrrn. The Chair directs you, Mr. Halloran, to answer the 
last question as to whether or not that is your signature attached to 
the oath of allegiance which you took to the United States. 

Mr. HAttoran. | respect fully decline to answer, sir, on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Halloran, you know in general, do you not, the 
purpose of this Internal Security Subcommittee, to investigate and 
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develop facts with reference to the internal security of the United 
States of America ? 

Mr. Hatxoran. In general, sir, I do. 

Mr. Arens. You are a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Hattoran. I am. 

Senator Fercuson. Have you been in France in the last year? 

Mr. Harroran. I must respectfully decline to answer, sir, on the 
ground that to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Harsoran. I decline to answer on the grounds that to do so 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Haroran. I respectfully decline to answer, sir, on the ground 
that to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Benjamin J. Davis? 

Senator Fercuson. Just a moment. What is the date of the Smith 
Act? 

Mr. Arens. 1940. 

Senator Fereuson. I will ask the question. Prior to 1940, that is, 
prior to the time of the enactment of the Smith Act, where you ever a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Havvoran. I must respectfully decline to answer, sir, on the 
ground that to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair direct and orders you to answer that 
question, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hatxoran, I regret, Mr. Senator, that I must respectfully de- 
cline to do so on the ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever terminate your association with the Com- 
munist Party prior to the enactment of the Smith Act in 1940? 

Senator Fercuson. You know what the Smith Act is, do you not? 

Mr. Hatioran. I am familiar in a general way. 

Senator Fercuson. You know what we are talking about? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I believe so. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly answer the question as to whether or 
not prior to the enactment of the Smith Act in 1940 you terminated 
your association with the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I respectfully decline to answer on the ground that 
to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator SmitrH. The Chairman directs and orders you to answer the 
question, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Havvoran. I respectfully decline to do so on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been arrested ? 

Mr. Haxoran. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 
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Senator Frrcuson. Were you ever arrested and convicted of any 
crime ¢ 

Mr. Hatvoran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not he 
was ever arrested. 

Senator Smrru. The Chair directs you to answer the question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Hattoran. I respectfully decline to answer, sir, on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know an individual by the name of Benjamin 
J. Davis? 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that he order 
and direct the witness to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you, Mr. Halloran, to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Hatvoran. I must decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. To save time, I propese to ask you ee or not you 
know any one of a number of persons whose names I shall read off, 
and I shall read the entire list: 

Irving Charles Velson, Joseph De Rosa, William A. Wallace, Clara 
Shavelson, Frank Wed], bashes D. Francis, Alex Sirota, Moses 
Wechsler, Carrie Mae Ellis, Laura Ophelia Dennis, Joan Allen John- 
son, Frances Evelyn Johnson, Oran Arnold Jenkins, Allen Greenfield, 
William Glenn, Isaac Wright. 

Do you know, Mr. Halloran, any of those persons whose names I 
have just read ¢ 

Mr. Havoran. I decline to answer on the ground that to do so 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frercuson. Do you know a Richard Arens? 

Mr. Hartoran. No, sir. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the question asked 
about the list of names read to you, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Harxoran. I decline to answer on the ground that to do so 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any of the persons whose names I have just 
read to you, whom you know but concerning whom if you would admit 
knowing them you would not in your judgment place yourself in a 
position whe reby you could be subjected to criminal prosecution 

Mr. Hatvoran. Let me get the purport of that question. The names 
that were asked of me individually, are there any I might answer that 
I might not be able to answer as to the entire group; is that the pur- 
pose of the question ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hatroran. Will you read the names again? 

Mr. Arens. I lay before you the list of names I have just read and 
ask you if there is anvone on that list whom you know. 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 
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Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Harxvoran. I regret that I must decline to do so on the grounds 
that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator. SmitH. When did you take your last vacation trip? 

Mr. Havroran. I must decline to answer on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator SmirH. You mean to = it might tend to incriminate you 
to say when you took your last vacation trip? 

Mr. Hatxoran. Yes, sir; I aliens it iat, 

Mr. Arens. Is there such an organization known as the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Hattoran. Is there such an organization known as the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Hattoran. I believe there is. 

Mr. Arens. What is the basis of your information that there is an 
‘ganization known as the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hatioran. What is the basis of my information? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. How do you know there is such an organization 
known as the Communist Party 2, 

Mr. Hatvoran. It is a matter of common knowledge, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any information respecting the Commu- 
nist Party other than the information which you have acquired from 
common knowledge? 

Mr. Hacxoran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smrru. The Chair directs you to answer that question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Was there in July 1938 an organization known as the 
Richmond Hill branch of the Young Communist League? 

Mr. Hawxioran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now can you explain to this committee and for the 
purposes of the record how anyone’s knowledge that there may have 
been an organization known as the Richmond Hill branch of the Young 
Communist League in 1938 would tend to incriminate the person who 
had that knowledge ? 

Mr. Harroran. I believe, sir, that to answer that question might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I am not asking you at this time whether or not there 
was a Richmond Hill branch of the Young Communist League. I am 
asking you from the standpoint of exploring with you the state of 
your mind how you feel that knowledge of the existence of a branch 
of the Young Communist League would tend to incriminate the per- 
son who had that knowledge. 

Mr. Hattoran. That is a legal question, sir. I don’t see how I can 
answer it. I don’t see how I could give an answer to it without in- 
criminating me. 

Mr. Arens. You decline to answer it? 
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Mr. Harxoran. I decline to answer it on the grounds it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman. I respectfully suggest that the chair 
order and direct the witness to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Harioran. I respectfully decline, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frereuson. Did your experience in the law office give you 
a knowledge of criminal law ? 

Mr. Hatioran. No, sir. 

Senator Frerauson. You did not answer criminal cases? 

Mr. Hatvoran. No, sir. 

Senator FeRGuson. se ou had no experience along that line? 

Mr. Haxvoran. No, si 

Mr. Arens. Where is the Communist Party headquarters in New 
York City located ¢ 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Halloran, let me suggest something to you. 
Do you not feel that there are a number of persons who know where 
the Communist Party headquarters are in New York City who if they 
confessed that knowledge woul | not be in any sense subject to jeopardy 
by criminal prosecution ? 

Mr. Hatroran. Well, I am sure that if that knowledge, I think if 
that knowledge were known to members of this committee, and if it is 
so, Without knowi ing anything of their background or history, would 
not—it is a very hypothetical question, sir. It is difficult for me to 
answer. It seems to me it is a legal question, 

Senator Ferguson. Did you ever ride in an airplane from France to 
the U.S. S. R.? 

Mr. Hasvoran. T decline to answer on the ground that to do so 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Fereuson. You understand that France is not under the 
jurisdiction of America ‘ 

Mr. Hatnoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. What you did in France, riding an airplane 
from France to Russia, would not be caine the criminal law of the 
United States. You understand that? 

Mr. Hatxroran. Am I to understand that you are advising me, sir, 
that that is the law? 

Senator Fercuson. I am trying to help you if Iecan. I do not want 
a man to get into trouble if he can avoid it with knowledge. I mean 
you with your experience in America and in the law office and all, 
understand that we have no jurisdiction to make criminal laws as 
to conduct between France and the U.S. S. R.?¢ 

Mr. Hawsoran. Frankly, sir, I don’t know enough about it. 

Senator Frrevson. That is the reason I am wondering why you 
claim the constitutional privilege. 

Mr. HaAtroran. Since you are an attorney, I assume you do know 
the law and probably are stating it correctly. 

Senator Frrcuson. Do you want to still keep to your answer that 
it would tend to incriminate you to - whether or not you ever rode 
in an airplane from France to the U.S. S. R.? 

Mr. Hauvoran, Yes, sir. 
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Senator Ferguson. That would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hatroran. I am afraid it might. 

Senator Frrauson. Afraid is different. I know of no place in the 
Constitution just because a man is afraid. 

Mr. Hatioran. I believe that the answer to that question might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator SmitH. Do you know any provisions of the Constitution 
that would excuse you from answering just because you were afraid, 
as Senator Ferguson just suggested ¢ 

Mr. Hattoran. Because of fear, no, sir, I don’t. 

Senator Smiru. You have read the Constitution, have you not? 

Mr. Harroran. I have. 

Senator SMirH. Do you recall any place in there that exonerates 
you from answering as a witness under oath because of any fear you 
might have? 

Mr. Hatxioran. No, sir. 

Senator SmirH. Did you have any conferences or attend any meet- 
ings of Communists either in France or in Russia ? 

Mr. Havvoran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Smriru. Is it your understanding that attendance at such 
meetings or at such conferences in France or in Russia would be 
under the jurisdiction of the laws of the United States; is that the 
reason ¢ 

Mr. Hantoran. I am not sufficiently familiar with the laws of the 
United States, and I would have toe ‘consult counsel, 

Senator Smirnu. Of course, you do know from your having studied 
the Constitution and your contact with the law that the jurisdiction 
of the United States laws and Constitution would not be governing 
in France or Russia, do you not? 

Mr. Hatsoran. They are subject to their own constitution and 
laws, I understand. ’ 

Senator Smiru. You are not afraid of prosecution under the Con- 
stitution or laws of France or Russia, are you? 

Mr. Hatroran. I am not afraid 4 

Senator Smrru. Afraid of prosecution under the laws of either 
France or Russia. 

Mr. Hacioran. No, sir. 

Senator Smiryu. Then why can you not say whether or not you at- 
tended Communist conferences or meetings in France and Russia or 
either of those countries / 

Mr. Havvoran. I cannot say so because I believe it would tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. To what organizations do you belong? 

Senator Fercuson. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be instructed to 
answer the question I asked, whether or not he ever rode in an air- 
plane between France and Russia. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs and orders you to answer the 
question, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hattoran. I regret I must respectfully decline on the ground 
that to do so might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. To what organizations do you belong? 

Mr. Harsoran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that he be or- 
dered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs and orders you to answer that 
question, Mr. Halloran. sae 4 

Mr. Harvoran. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organizations or have you ever 
belonged to any organizations, membership in which would not in 
your judgment possibly subject you to criminal pros ecution 4 

Mr. Hatvoran. Will you e peat that question / 

Mr. Arens. Do you now belong or have you ever belonged to any 
organizations, membership in which would not in your judgment pos- 
sibly subject you to criminal prosecution 

Mr. Hanstoran. I would say I eannot—I am afraid you would have 
to refer to specific organizations. 

Mr. Arens. You know what I mean, do you not, Mr. Halloran; 
do you belong to any org nizations of the nonsensitive v: ariety, or- 
ganizations that have never been associated directly or indirectly with 
the Communist Party’ Have you ever belonged to that type of 
organization 4 

Mr. Hatvoran. I was a member of the Catholic Church. 

Mr. Arens. Now when were you a member of the Catholic Church ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I don’t think it is a fit subject 

Mr. Arens. That is not a matter for you to determine. When were 
you a member ¢ 
" Mr. Hatoran. That is inquiring into religious beliefs and ac- 
tivities. 

Mr. Arens. When were you a member of the Catholic Church? 

Mr. Hatnoran. About a week after I was born. 

Mr. Arens. And how long were you a member of the Catholic 
Church ? 

Mr. Hantoran. Well, that depends on—I have not considered my- 
self a member of it since ap — itely the early thirties. 

Mr. Arens. Have you belonged to any other church since you 
terminated your affiliation oe the Catholic Church? 

Mr. Hatioran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you belonged to any lodges? 

Mr. Hatoran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever belonged to any labor union ? 

Mr. Hatnoran. I must decline to answer on the ground that it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smrrn. You mean to say, Mr. Halloran, that it is your 
idea that the mere fact you might have belonged to a labor union 
would tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Hatnoran. I believe it might, sir. 

Senator Frrevson. It looks to me that is rather unfair to the labor 
unions of America, Mr. Halloran; I mean that it could be possible 
that belonging to any labor union would tend to incriminate you. 
Labor unions are legal. 

Mr. Harvoran,. If I am not mistaken, the Communist Party is also 
legal, but membership in it or admission of it on the part of ale 
tends to subject them to prosecution. 

Senator Frreuson. Therefore, do you think that anyone who be- 
longs to a labor union is subject to prosecution? Is that your idea? 
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Mr. Hatioran. I can’t speak for everyone who belongs to a labor 
union. 

Senator Frercuson. But you would say it applies to you, it would 
tend to incriminate you to answer whether or not you ever belonged 
to a labor union? 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
he has ever belonged to a labor union. 

Senator Smrru. The Chair directs and orders you to answer that 
question, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hatxoran. I must respectfully decline, sir, on the ground that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any children, Mr. Halloran? 

Mr. Hatxoran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been divorced ? 

Mr. Havioran. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been married? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Is your father living, Mr. Halloran ?¢ 

Mr. Ha.woran. Is my father living? 

Senator Smirn. Yes. 

Mr. Hatioran. Yes, sit 

Senator Sarru. Is this his signature on this affidavit identifying 
you! 

Mr. Hatioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Do you mean to say that identifying your father’s 
signature would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hatworan. I believe it might, sir. 

Senator SmirxH. Why do you say that? Is your father not a law- 
abiding citizen ? 

Mr. Havxoran. He is a law-abiding citizen. 

Senator Smiru. Why would you say identifying his signature 
would tend to incriminate you ? 

Senator Frravson. You see on here the word “father” is under 
the name that you were asked about, and then under that line is: “Re- 
lationship to applicant. If not related, so state.” The word “father” 
is inthere. You sawthat? It is dim, but it is there, is it not? 

Mr. Hatzoran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frrcuson. You mean it might tend to incriminate you to 

say to this committee whether or not you can see on that paper under 
th: it signature the word “father”? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I believe it might tend to incriminate me to answer 
that question, sir. 

Senator Frrevson. I ask, Mr. Chairman, that you instruct the 
witness to answer that question. 

Senator Smiru. The witness will answer that question. 

Mr. Hattoran. I must respectfully decline, sir, on the ground that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. Then do we understand that you admitted that 
was your father’s signature ? 
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Mr. Hatioran. You should understand that I refuse to answer the 
question. because I believe it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. Do you know your father’s signature when you 
see it ¢ 

Mr. Hatvoran. I think so. 

Senator SmirH. You have seen it in the past? You have seen your 
father’s signature ? 

Mr. Hauvoran. I have. 

Senator Smiru. A great many times, have you not? 

Mr. HALLORAN. Quite a few times. 

Senator SMITH. Now do you deny that is your father’s signature? 

Mr. Harioran. I decline to answer the question, sir, on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Why do you say it might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hattoran. I believe that to answer that question might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Where did you get this paraphrase you are giving 
us? Who taught you that ? 

Mr. Hatworan. It is not a paraphrase, sir. 

Senator Smita. Who told you to say that every time we ask a ques- 
tion such as I was asking you? Do you decline to say who told you 
to give that answer ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. Nobody told me to give any answers. 

Senator SmMirH. Did your lawyer tell you to say that? 

Mr. Hauvoran. No, sir. 

Senator SmirnH. You have not discussed this matter of your pro- 
posed testimony with a lawyer? 

Mr. Hatxoran. As to the answers to these specific questions? 

Senator SMirn. Today. 

Mr. Hatvoran. I have not had any discussion with attorneys. I 
discussed with an attorney my legal rights. 

Senator Smirn. Before you came down here? 

Mr. Hawworan. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smiti. When was that? 

Mr. Hatrioran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smit. You mean to say that you have had oceasion to get 
the legal advice on a similar matter heretofore, before this time ? 

Mr. Hattoran. I mean to say only, sir, that it might tend to in- 
criminate me to answer the question. I say nothing else but that. I 
make no inferences. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever appeared before a congressional com- 
mittee before ¢ 

Mr. Hatutoran. No, sir, not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Who lives with you ‘ 

Mr. Harvoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Does anybody live with you! 

Mr. Hattoran. I decline to answer on the grounds it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Frrauson. Do you live in the same house with your father? 

Mr. Harxroran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been living in common-law relationship with 
Beatrice Goodloe Halloran ? 
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Mr. Hatioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a person known as Beatrice Goodloe Halloran 4 

Mr. Hatvoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I ask that the Chair direct the witness to answer the 
question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the last two ques- 
tions. 

Mr. Hatioran. I respectfully decline on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Ferguson. Do I understand, Mr. Halloran, that you really 
do not want to cooperate with this committee and give information 

Mr. Hatioran. No,sir. LIcame here. If I didn’t want to cooperate 
with the committee, I wouldn't have come here. 

Mr. Arens. You were under subpena ‘ 

Mr. Hartoran. I came under subpena. I am not refusing to co- 
operate with the committee, but I do not feel that those questions that 
| refuse to answer I can do so without tending to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirg. You would not come here except under subpena; is 
that what you mean? 

Mr. Hattoran. I mean only what I said, that I came here in response 
to a subpena. 

Senator Ferguson. Do I understand that then you claim you have 
a desire to cooperate with this committee to solve the question of inter- 
nal security to the United States ¢ 

Mr. Haunoran. I am very much concerned about the question of 
the internal security of the United States. Iam willing to cooperate 
with this commitee, but I must decline to answer those questions the 
answers to which would tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frreuson. On the line you are much concerned, can you 
advise the committee as to any facts in the United States not connected 
with you so that it would not tend to incriminate you in the relation to 
the national security of the United States? 

Mr. Hatioran. You mean, sir—I am sure there are quite a large 
number of facts. 

Senator Frrcuson. Can you give us information that would help on 
this question of security of the United States? 

Mr. Haxtoran. I think the committee might very well look into the 
recent action in Cicero, Lll., where a Negro citizen, according to news- 
paper reports, when he attempted to move into an apartment which 
he rented was evicted and attacked by a mob, apparently with the 
cooperation of the local police department. I think that is a very 
great danger to the internal security of the United States and is a 
matter which the committee might well look into. 

Senator Frrcuson. Where did you learn of those facts? 

Mr. Hatioran. In a newspaper. 

Senator Frreuson. What newspaper ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I don’t recall what newspapers IT read. 

Senator Frrcuson. Do you read the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any information on espionage in this 
country which would not involve you? 








UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 41 


Mr. Hatxoran. Do I have any information on espionage in this 
country ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Havvoran. I do not have any information on espionage in this 
country. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any information on Communist propa- 
ganda in this counrty which would not involve you ‘ 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer that question on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. How could it tend to incriminate you by the very phrase 
of the question “that does not involve you”? Do you have any in- 
formation you can give this committee about Communist propaganda 
in the United States which would not involve you / 

Mr. Hatroran. I must decline to answer the question on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the United States is under any threat 
from the standpoint of its internal security by Communist activity in 
the United States? 

Mr. Hatnoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer that question, 
Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hatvoran. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last public speech you ever made / 

Mr. Hatnoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate nie. 

Senator Smrru. You mean by that that you made a speech which 
might incriminate you 4 

Mr. Hatroran. I mean, sir, by that to answer that question might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been in Soviet Russia / 

Mr. Hanroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer that question, 
Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hatxioran. I respectfully decline, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frreuson. You were asked the same question about France 
were you not 

Mr. Hatioran. I believe the record will show, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. I will ask you. Were you ever in France? 

Mr. Hannoran. I must decline to answer the question on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frrcuson. 1 ask that he be instructed to answer the ques- 
tion, 

Senator Smirn. The Chair instructs you to answer that question. 

Mr. Hartoran. I respectifully decline, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. . . 


? 








42 UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


Mr. Arens. You terminated your association with the Communist 
Party temporarily when you were inducted in the Army of the United 
States; is that true? 

Mr. Hatxioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Ferguson. Were you ever a member of the United States 
Forces / 

Mr. Hatnoran. United States Armed Forces? 

Senator Frereuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hatuoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. When! 

Mr. Hanvoran. From 1942 until 1945. 

Senator Frerauson. Where did you serve? 

Mr. Hattoran. I served in the Third Armored Division here and 
in the ETO. 

Senator Frerevuson. Were you asked when you entered the service 
whether or not you had ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 
I am not asking you how you answered it; I just want to know if 
you were ever asked it. 

Mr. Havvoran. No, sir. 

Senator Ferauson. You say you were not asked ? 

Mr. Hartoran. I was not asked that when I entered the service. 

Senator SmirH. Where did you say you served in the Army? 

Mr. Hattoran. Beg pardon? 

Senator SmirH. Where did you say ? 

Mr. Hatioran. Geographically or the unit? 

Senator Smirn. Yes. 

Mr. Harxvoran. I served here in the United States and in the 
European Theater. 

Senator SmitH. What part of the European Theater? 

Mr. Hatioran. The entire theater, I believe, sir. 

Senator Smiru. I mean in what Army? 

Mr. Hanroran. I was in the Third Armored Division. 

Mr. Arens. What are all the sources of your income in the course 
of the last year? 

Mr. Hatvoran. What are all the sources of my income in the course 
of the last year? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. “pelt I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now tell us the source of some of the income that you 
have received in the last year which would not in any sense tend to 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Hatioran. My wages. 

Mr. Arens. What have they aggregated in the last year? 

Mr. Hatroran. I don’t know the amount, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What is your best estimate ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. Rough estimate, probably in the vicinity of $2,000. 

Mr. Arens. What is the amount! Not the source but the amount 
of your income in the course of the last year other than the income 
from your wages which you have just alluded to? 

Mr. Hattoran. Very small. 

Mr. Arens. What is the amount? 

Mr. Hatroran. I don’t know the exact. 
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Mr. Arens. What is your best estimate ? 

Mr. Haxvoran. The total would still be in the vicinity of the $2,000. 
The total of the entire income in the period? I don’t know, sir. I 
would have t to check records to tell you what my income is. 

Mr. Arens. How much have you received other than from wages 
in the course ved the last year as income ? 

Mr. Hatroran. It would be a very slight amount. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be as much as $500 ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. I don’t think so, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be as much as $300? 

Mr. Hatworan. I doubt it. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be as much as $200? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I doubt it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be as much as $100? 

Mr. Hauxoran. Perhaps. 

Senator Frercuson. Have you had any donations? Have you re- 
ceived any donations or gifts or been the rec ipient of any gifts? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Have I ever been the recipient of any gifts? 

Senator Frereuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hatxioran. You mean financial gifts? 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. 

Mr. Haxtoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Senator Smiru. The witness is directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you file your income tax returns? 

Mr. Hattoran. With the collector of internal revenue. 

Mr. Arens. New York City? 

Mr. Hatxoran. The district in which I live in New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Did you give on your income tax return income earned 
over the last taxable year other than the income from your wages ¢ 

Mr. Harroran. I had no income other than my wages in the last 
taxable year. 

Mr. Arens. I was under the impression you said you had at least 
$100 or $200. 

Mr. Hattoran. No, sir, you spoke of the last year. I presumed you 
mean the last calendar year from August 8, 1950, to date. 

Mr. Arens. During the last year in which you had to file an income 
tax had you received any income other than the income from your 
wages ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you supporting anybody at this time? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I must decline to answer on the ground that to do 
so might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Fereuson. Have you any dependents as far as income tax 
is concerned ? 

Mr. Hartoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer both of the last 
two questions. 
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Mr. Haxvtoran. I must respectfully decline on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses to come to Washington today 
to testify before this committee ? 

Mr. Harioran. This committee did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a telephone conversation with a represen- 
tative of this committee with reference to your expenses prior to the 
time you — to the subpena ¢ 

Mr. Ha voran. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you insist upon the payment of your expenses ? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I did, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. Are you under unemployment insurance of any, 
kind ¢ 

Mr. Haworan. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. What is that, in the State of New York? 

Mr. Hatioran. That is right, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. You are unable to get a job? 

Mr. Haxioran. I haven't been able to get one, that is right, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. How long has it been since you have had a job? 

Mr. Hatioran. [ have been looking for a job since the end of May. 

Senator Frravson. The end of May? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. You have not been able to find employment since 
the end of May? 

Mr. Harioran. That is right, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. Now when was your last job? When did you 
work last? 

Mr. Hatroran. About the middle of April. 

Senator Frrauson. So there is a month and a half that you were 
not working but were not looking for work ? 

Mr. Harioran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fercuson. Were you on unemployment insurance at that 
time ? 

Mr. Harroran. No, sir. 

Senator Frereuson. No compensation, State or Federal? 

Mr. Harvoran. No, sir. 

Senator Frerevson. Can you explain why that was? 

Mr. Hattoran. I decline to do so on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Where have you applied for employment? 

Mr. Hatioran. I beg your pardon, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Where have you applied for employment since you 
were last employed a month or so ago? 

Mr. Hatroran. I have applied to quite a number of places. I don’t 
recall just where they were. 

Senator Smrrn. You mean you cannot give us the names of the 
places of business to which you have applied for employment? 

Mr. Hatroran. No, sir, 1 don’t recall the places to which I have 
applied. I have answered a number of newspaper advertisements. 

Mr. Arens. You made an application for unemployment compen- 
sation with New York State; is that correct ? 

Mr. Harvoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You have been drawing unemployment compensation ? 


Mr. Blarzomax. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. How much do you draw? 

Mr. Harxoran. $26 per week. 

Senator Fercuson. When was the first time you received that this 
year ¢ 
” Mr. Hatxoran. I received the first check in June sometime, I be- 
lieve. 

Senator Frreuson. The early part of June? 

Mr. Hatworan. For the first or second week of June. 

Senator Fercuson. You would have been entitled to it in April and 
May, would you not, if you had made application ? 

Mr. Harworan. No, sir, I would not. I was not looking for work 
at that time. 

Senator Fercuson. You were out of work but not looking for work ? 

Mr. Harvoran. That is right. 

Senator Frreuson. You have to certify then that you are looking 
for a job? 

Mr. Harvoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, in April you were en route to 
Europe, on the trip to Russia, were you not / 

Mr. Harvoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Smirx. Did the Unemployment Compensation Commis- 
sion of New York State make any investigation of your employment 

r lack thereof after you made application for benefits? 

"Mr. Haxvoran. I presume so. 

Senator Smirn. Did you give them any references? 

Mr. Harroran. References. 

Senator Smiru. As to people you had been employed by. 

Mr. Hatroran. I filled out the usual forms of application. 

Senator Smiru. Did you give them the correct answers in those 
forms? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I did. 

Senator Smiru. Do you recall whether you swore to it or not? 

Mr. Haxzoran. I don’t know, sir, whether it is a sworn statement. 
I presume so. 

Senator Frereuson. You know what an oath means? 

Mr. Harvoran. Yes, sir, I regard it very seriously. 

Senator Fercuson. You know what perjury is? 

Mr. Harvoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know what contempt is, contempt of a con- 
gressional committee ? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now who paid your expenses during April? 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay your expenses during April ? 

Mr. Hazroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that he be or- 
dered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs and orders you to answer the 
question, Mr. Halloran. 
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Mr. Haioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Frrevson. Prior to April 1 of this year had you ever been 
outside of the United States? 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Freracvuson. Where were you? 

Mr. Hatvoran. In the service of the United States Army. 

Senator Frercuson. Is that the only time you were ever outside the 
United States prior to April 1 of this year? 

Mr. Havoran. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know any Communists in the United States who 
were also in the Army ? 

Mr. Hauwvoran. | decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smriru. The Chair directs and orders you to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Hatioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know William A. Wallace? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a man by the name of William A. Wallace? 

Mr. Hatsoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you explain to this committee how a per- 
son’s knowledge of the existence of an individual by the name of Wil- 
liam A. Wallace would tend to incriminate a person who had that 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Havtoran. T can’t explain it to this committee, sir. I must 
decline to answer on the ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the last three questions. 

Senator Smirnu. The Chair orders and directs you to answer those 
questions, Mr. Halloran. 

Mr. Hanzoran. I respectfully decline to answer on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frercvuson. When you went out of the United States with 
the Army did you not have a passport ? 

Mr. Hatxoran. No, sir. 

Senator Fercuson. Have you ever had a United States passport ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What are the working conditions in Soviet Russia today 
or the last several pga Do you have any idea ¢ 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground that to do so 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Fercuson. What did you say was your birthday ? 

Mr. Hatroran. September 2, 1913. 

Mr. Arens. What is the May Day celebration of the Soviets? 

Mr. Haxxioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. Have you ever read about it in any of the papers? 

Mr. Haxtoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever met any officials of the Soviet Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. Hatworan. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the questions. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer the questions. 

Mr. Havioran. I must respectfully decline on the ground that it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smrriu. Have you ever participated in the celebration of 
May Day in Russia? 

Mr. Hauxoran. I decline to answer on the ground that it might tend 
to incrimin: eo me. 

Mr. Arens, Is it not true in April of 1951 a delegation left this 
country aa went to Soviet Russia on United States passports / 

Mr. Hauvoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiruw. You are asking the witness about others than 
himself ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smiru. You understand the question he is asking, about 
whether or not you knew of a delegation of others other than yourself 
that went to Russia on passports issued by the United States? 

Mr. Hatnoran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When you went to Europe with the Army, what was 
the mode of your transportation ? 

Mr. Hauworan. By sea. 

Mr. Arens. Was that an Army carrier? 

Mr. Hatioran. Army troop carrier, I guess. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been on the Atlantic Ocean in a vessel 
other aoee an my poles carrier / 

Mr. Hatvoran. I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been over the Atlantic Ocean in an 
airplane? 

Mr. Harioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you fly? 

Mr. Hatvoran. You mean, am I an aviator? 

Mr. Arens. No. You know some people because of health cannot 
travel by airplane. Do you ever travel by airplane? 

Mr. Haxioran. I prefer to travel by airplane. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last time you traveled by airplane? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you traveled by airplane? 

Mr. Hauporan. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been in an airplane? 
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Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Frercuson. What was your mother’s maiden name? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Frances V. Meehan. 

Senator Ferguson. M-e-e-h-a-n ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. That is right. 

Senator Frrauson. Was her middle name Veronica ? 

Mr. Hatxioran,. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. Do you know where she was born ? 

Mr. Hatnoran. She was born in Massachusetts. 

Senator Frereuson. At 382 Dean Street ¢ 

Mr. Hatvoran. I don’t know, sir. 

Senator Fercuson. Have you ever heard of that street ¢ 

Mr. Hatxoran. I don’t know, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. Where was your father born ? 

Mr. Hatioran. He was born in Ireland. 

Senator Fereuson. But your mother was born in Massachusetts? 

Mr. Hatioran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fereuson. You were born in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 

Ar. Arens. Have you ever seen the Eiffel Tower? 

Mr. Hatioran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Can you explain to this commttee how the sight of the 
Eiffel Tower would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Harvoran. I believe, sir, to answer that question might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Frrevson. I show you a birth certificate attached to this 
Department of State passport application issued the 11th of April 
1951 to John Francis Halloran and ask you if you have ever seen that 
birth certificate, that is, the original of which this is a photostatic 
copy. 

Mr. Hatroran. You are showing me this birth certificate? 

Senator Fereuson. Yes. 

Mr. Hatroran. And you wish to know ? ‘ 

Senator Frercuson. If you have ever seen the original of which this 
is a photostatic copy. 

Mr. Hatioran. This entire document is in evidence before this 
committee, sir? 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. 

Mr. Harioran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. If the Congress would enact legislation granting im- 
munity to you from criminal prosecution on the basis of any testimony 
which might be given before this or any committee of the Congress, 
would you testify and answer the questions which you have declined 
to answer today ? 

Mr. Hatioran. That is a hypothetical question and highly improb- 
able question, sir. I don’t see how it is possible to answer it. 

Senator Smirn. Highly improbable, did he say? 

Seni ator Frrcuson. I hope it is not improbable. T think this wit- 
ness’ testimony this morning demonstrates the need for such an act. 

Mr. Arens. Those are all the questions I have. 
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Senator Fercuson. I have no questions. It is clear on this record 
that this witness does not want to cooperate with this committee. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the record 
does not show that the witness was ordered to answer the question of 
Senator Ferguson. 

Senator Frreuson. I will ask it again. I show this exhibit which 
was attached to the Department of State passport application issued 
the 11th of April 1951 to John Francis Halloran. You know the paper 
about which I am talking. Now I ask you if you have ever seen the 
original of which that is a photostatic = 

Mr. Haxzoran. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer that question, Mr. 
Halloran. 7 

Mr. Hatxoran. I must respectfully decline, sir, on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What is your opinion of Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that a person who has a favorable opin ion 
of Soviet Russia is likely to be criminally prosecuted for that opinion ? 

Mr. Haxtoran. It is quite possible. 

Senator Frercuson. Those are all the questions I have. 

Senator SmirH. The Chair wants to ask you some questions, Mr. 
Halloran. You have had read to you a list of names and then the list 
was handed to you. You were asked whether or not you knew any 
of those parties. 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator SmirH. The Chair recalls that you declined to answer that 
question as to whether you knew any of those parties on the ground 
it might tend to incriminate you to answer it. 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smirxa. The Chair wishes to ask you again whether or not 
vou know any of the parties whose names were submitted to you first 
orally and then on the list, on the written sheet. 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. You decline to say whether or not you know any 
of them or all of them ? 

Mr. Hatioran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrauson. You understand the question, having seen them 
and knowing who they are? 

Mr. Hatnoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smirn. Now the Chair directs you once more to answer that 
question as to whether or not you know those parties. 

Mr. Hanioran. I must respect fully decline to answer, sir, on the 
ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now have you obtained information from any source 
that the persons whose names appear on this list which I submitted 
to you and whose names I read to you are in existence, that there are 
such person sf 

Mr. Hatroran. You have just submitted a list of them. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Hatioran. You just submitted a list. 
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Mr. Arens. Are there human being by the names which I have 
called to you on this list ? 

Mr. Hattoran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that he be ordered 
and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smrru. The Chair directs you to answer the question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Hatrioran. I must decline to answer on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not your common-law wife 
has ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hatroran. I decline to answer that questign on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs: you to answer that question, Mr. 
Halloran. 

Mr. Hatxoran. I decline to answer it on the ground that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. Did you testify as to whether or not you had ever 
filed an application for a passport ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I think the record 

Senator Smiru. Did you ever apply for a passport ? 

Mr. Hatsroran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. You understand that a citizen applying for a 
passport is doing something that is criminal? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I didn’t say that, sir. 

Senator Smiru. Why do you say that to answer the question as to 
whether or not you have ever applied for a passport would tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Haxxoran. I firmly believe that to answer it might tend to 
incriminate me. I must respect: fully decline, sir. 

Senator Smrru. Tell us why it would tend to incriminiate you. 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer that question. 

Senator Smrru. You know what a passport is, do you not? Have 
you ever seen a passport ? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I have seen a number of them. 

Senator Smiru. Whose have you seen ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. I don’t recall. Just a moment. 

Senator Smiru. Take your time to think a while. 

Mr. Hatxioran. That is what Iam trying todo. I decline to answer 
on the ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. You decline to answer whether you have ever seen 
a ae of anybody’s? 

Ir. Hatnoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smirxu. You decline to say whether you have ever seen your 
own passport ? 

Mr. Hauzoran. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Why will it tend to incriminate you? This commit- 
tee wants to know the reason back of that. 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer that on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 
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Senator Smirn. Why would it tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Hatxoran. I think that to make such an explanation might tend 
to incriminiate me. 

Senator Smrru. You think to explain why that would incriminate 
vou would incriminate you? Is that what you mean to say ¢ 
~ Mr. Hatnoran. I mean to say that I must decline to answer both 
quest ions. 7 

Senator Smirn. What you mean to say, in effect, is that you do not 
propose to cooperate with this committee. 

Mr. Hatroran. No, sir, I don’t mean to say that at all. 

Senator Frreuson. That is what it amounts to, does it not? 

Mr. Harroran. No, sir. 

Senator Frerevson. Does not your attitude here this morning on 
the answering of these questions just leave the committee without the 
information that it is entitled to under the law and the Constitution ? 
Do vou not believe that ? 

Mr. Harioran. It may very well be that it does so, Senator, but it 
is a fact that for me to answer those questions might tend to incrimi- 
nate me. And while this committee has a right to investigate the facts, 
I also have the right to avoid self-incrimination. 

Senator Smiru. Do you understand you have that right as to the 
other parties about which you have been asked ? 

Mr. Hatioran. No, sir. 1] am talking about myself. 

Senator Smiru. Do you understand that you have a right to refuse 
to answer questions about other parties, other persons ¢ 

Mr. Hatioran. Other persons when the answer might tend to in- 
criminate me, I have that right. 

Senator Smiru. Do you understand that in answering about an- 
other person whether or not he or she had a passport would tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Hauioran. I believe it would, sir. 

Senator Smiru. I believe you refused to come down here to testify 
today until your travel expenses were advanced to you by this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. I didn’t refuse. I advised the committee 
I was unable to do so because I lacked the funds. 

Senator SmirH. You still deny that is your father’s signature ? 

Mr. Hatvoran. I did not deny that was my father’s signature. 

Senator SmirnH. Look at it now. 

Mr. Hatporan. I refuse to answer the question on the ground it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. You think it might tend to incriminate you to 
identify your father’s signature ? ° 

Mr. Hatxoran. In this case I think it might, sir. 

Senator Smitu. Mr. Halloran, the committee wishes to advise you 
that you are still under subpena and will remain under subpena until 
you have been discharged by the committee, so upon notification by 
the committee you will attend at whatever point and place is indicated 
for your attendance. 

Senator Frreuson. Did we not ask you the question as to what 
your father’s name was? 

Mr. Hattoran. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrcuson. You stated it? 

Mr. Hatvoran. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Ferecuson. What is it? 

Mr. Hartvoran. John F. Halloran. 

Senator Ferguson. Where does he live? 

Mr. Hattoran. 102 Ogden Avenue, Jersey City, N. J. 

Senator Fercuson. Is he living there now ? 

Mr. Hatworan. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrauson. How long has he lived there ? 

Mr. Hattoran. About 2 months, I believe. 

Senator Smiru. Where did he live before that time? 

Mr. Hattoran. 10453 One Hundred and Forty-second Street, 
Jamaica, N. Y. 

Senator Smiru. That is what that line shows which is dim down 
here ? 

Mr. Hatioran. I must decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

(Whereupon, at 12:15 p. m., the hearing was recessed to reconvene 
at the call of the Chair. ) 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1951 


UWnirep Sratres SENATE, 
SuscomMirrese ‘To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Acr 
AND Orner INTERNAL Securtry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE «J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. @. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2 p. m., in room P-86, 
the Capitol, Hon. Homer P. Ferguson, presiding. 

Present: Senator Ferguson. 

Also present: Richard Arens, director; Mitchel M. Carter and 
Edward R. Duffy, investigators. 

Senator Frrouson. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Will you raise your right hand, please ¢ 

You do solemnly swear in the matter now pending before this com- 
mittee, being the subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee, that you 
will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you ¢ rod ? 

Mr. Watuace. I do. 

Mr. Forrer. Senator, I would like to note on the record, our objec- 
tion to the proceeding in the absence of the quorum of the full sub- 
committee. 

Senator Frrcuson. We have a quorum under our rule. 

Mr. Forer. 1 just want to show the protest. 

Senator Frerauson. Well, are you familiar that we have an order 
allowing one member to act as the subcommittee / 

Mr. Forrer. No, I am not. 

Senator Frrauson. Well, you will be able to find that. That is 
in existence, is it not ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Will the counsel to the witness kindly identify himself? 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 Fourteenth Street NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM A. WALLACE, ELIZABETH, N. J. 


Senator Frravson. Will you state your full name? 
Mr. Wanuace. William A. Wallace. 

Senator Frercuson. How old are you? 

Mr. Wattace. Thirty-eight. 

Senator Ferguson. Where were you born? 

Mr. Wattace. New York City. 
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Mr. WALLACE. 
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son. Are you a married man? 
Yes, I am. 


Senator Ferguson. Any family ? 


Mr. WALLACE. 


Yes. 


Senator Ferguson. You lived in New York all your life? 


Mr. WaLLAcr. 


No. 


Senator Ferguson. Where have you lived besides New York? 


Mr. WaLLace. 
Senator Frercu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frercu 
port ¢ 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frereu 
Mr. WaLLACce. 
Senator FErGt 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Ferret 
cation / 
Mr. WaLLAce. 
Senator Ferat 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frercu 
Mr. WaLLaAce. 
Senator Frercu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator FERGt 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frereu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frercu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frret 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frereu 
you?’ 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frerat 
Mr. WaALLacr. 
Senator Frreu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
senator Frereu 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator FERGU 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frerev 
port 4 
Mr. WaALLace. 
Senator Ferct 
Mr. WALLACE. 
Senator Frercu 
Mr. Wa Lace. 
Senator Feret 


Mr. WALLACE. 


I lived in Elizabeth, N. J. 
son. In April 1951, where did you live / 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


son. Did you ever make any application for a pass- 


Yes, I did. 

son. When? Would it be on or about April 18, 1951? 
Yes, it would be. 

sson. Where did you make application for that? 
In Newark, N. J. 


son. Was anyone with you when you made the appli- 


I had one witness. 

son. And who was that ? 

Martha N. Kennerly. 

son. Who isshe? Is shea friend? 

Yes, 

son. Where did you want to go on your passport? 
France and England. 

son. Did you go there / 

Yes, I went to France. 

son. How did you go to France? 

By plane. 

son. What kind of a plane? 

Air France. 

son. Air France? 

Yes. 

son. Who went with you? Did your wife go with 


No, my wife did not go. 

son. Did anybody else go with you ? 

I went alone. 

son. Was there a group of people that went? 

I went alone, but there was other people that I knew. 
son. On the plane? 

Yes. 

son. How many in all did you know on the plane? 

I had met about sjx or seven people. 

son. Who did you say went with you to get the pass- 


Marth Kennerly. 
son. Marth Kennerly. Did she go? 


No. 
son. She did not got 
No. 


son. Was this a special trip of some kind ? 
To my knowledge, no. I was going. No. 
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Senator Frercuson. You went individually ¢ 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes, I went individually. 

Senator Frreuson. Did you visit any other countries besides 
France ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, I did. 

Senator Ferguson. What countries / 

Mr. Watiacr. France, Czechoslovakia; I stopped in Poland en 
route; Russia. 

Senator Ferauson. What cities did you visit in Russia ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. I visited Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, Sochi, 
Pushkin, and I stopped in Minsk. 

Senator Fercuson. Then you had quite an extensive trip there, in 
Russia and in Europe? 

Mr. Waunace. I don’t know what you mean. 

Senator Frrcuson. How long were you over there / 

Mr. Waruace. I was there 6 weeks. 

Senator Frercuson. How did you get to Moscow, for instance; by 
air or train ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. By air. 

Senator Ferguson. By air? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrauson. Did you go from Paris to Moscow? 

Mr. Watiacr. No, I went from Paris to Prague. 

Senator Frrcuson. To Prague? And then from Prague to Mos- 
cow ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. From Prague to Minsk, and then to Moscow. 

Senator Frereuson. Did you have your passport visaed in this coun- 
try or in France / 

Mr. Watxace. I didn’t have my passport visaed nowhere. 

Senator Ferguson. How could you get to France from here without 
having a French visa? You know what I mean by a visa / 

Mr. Wauuace. I didn’t have any visa for France. I had my pass- 
port for France. 

Senator Ferauson. Yes, but you have to have a visa, 

Mr. Wauuace. I didn’t have any visa. 

Senator Frrauson. Are you sure you know what I am talking 
about ? 

Mr. Watnace. Then I don’t know what you are talking about. 

Senator Ferguson. When you get a passport, and you want to visit 
any country, the ambassador, or someone from that country must 
visa it. 

Mr. Watiace. No, I didn’t have that. I received my passport from 
the State Department. I boarded a plane and my passport wasn’t 
lifted from me until I got to Paris. When I arrived at Paris, the 
customs looked at my passport, the police there looked at my passport, 
gave me it back, and that was all. 

Senator Frerevson. And did you have it visaed again to go to 
Prague? 

Mr. Wauace. No, I didn’t have it visaed, I had a separate visa to 
go to Prague. 

Senator Fercuson. Where did you get that ? 

Mr. Wauiace. When I arrived in Paris, then I joined up with these 
people that I had met previously. 

Senator Fereuson. You met going over on the plane? 
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Mr. Wauwace. I met them previously to going on the plane, and I 
met them on the plane. 

Senator Ferevson, That is what I meant. 

Mr. Wautace. I joined up with those people, and out of one of 
those people in that group, one went to the Embassy, or wherever you 
go. and got me a visa for Prague. 

Senator Fercuson. And then did you get another visa for Poland ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes, I did. 

Senator Ferevson. Where did you get that? 

Mr. Wawace. I got them at the same time I got my other visa. 

Senator Ferguson. Now, maybe somebody got you a visa here in 
this country. 

Mr. Wattace. No, sir; no one got me a visa. 

Senator Ferguson. You made your application for your own pass- 
port ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frereuson. And you got your own passport ? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. And never went to see the French Embassy or 
anyone connected with it? 

Mr. Wauuace. No, sir. 

Senator Frercuson. Do you know a John Francis Holloran ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Jack Halloran? 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. 

Mr. Wauuace. I have met him. I don’t know him personally. 

Senator Frrevson. Did he go with you? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. On the whole trip? 

Mr. Watuace. Except for my return. 

Senator Frrcuson. But he went to Moscow with you and to Prague, 
and to Poland ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Fereuson. And these other towns that you have mentioned? 

Mr. Wautace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. And Allan Richard Greenfield ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. He went with you the whole trip? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ferevson. And Anselmo DeCastro Francis? 

Mr. Watiace. Might have: I don’t remember the name. 

Senator Ferevson. Alex Wright? Isaac Alex Wright? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fercuson. Did he go the whole way with you to Moscow, 
Prague, and all? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frreuson. Oran Jenkins? 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes. 

Senator Ferquson. He went the same? John Allen Johnson? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frreuson. He made the whole trip with you? 

Mr. Waxtace. He made the whole trip. He made the whole trip 
on going. 

Senator Fereuson. Going, but not coming back; I understand that. 
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Laura Ophelia Dennis? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. She made the whole trip ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Frrauson. Alexander Sirota? 

Mr. Wauwace. Yes. 

Senator Ferguson. Made the whole trip? 

Mr. Watuacr. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. How about Anselmo De Castro Francis? 

Mr. Wauuace. All I know is Anselmo Francis. 

Senator Frrcuson. Is that a woman or a man ? 

Mr. Wauiace. A man. 

Senator Frercuson. He went with you? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrauson. Esther Goldberg? Do you remember Gold- 
berg? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Frereuson. She went the whole way ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Mr. Frercuson. Clara Shavelson ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Went the whole way ? 

“Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frreuson. William M. Glenn? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Went the whole way ? 

Mr. WALLACE. Yes. 

Senator FERGUSON. Joseph De Rosa? 

Mr. Watuacr. Yes. 

Senator Fereuson. Went the whole way. 

Carrie Mae Ellis? 

Mr. WatuLacr. Yes. 

Senator Frrcuson. The whole way; is that right? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frerauson. Moses Wechsler? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Went the whole way? 

Frank Wedl ? 

Mr. Watriace. Wed], yes. 

Senator Frercuson. He went the whole way. 

Louise Elizabeth Wedl ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Frrauson. I believe she is the wife of Frank Wedl. 

Mr. Watuace. I haven't met her. 

Senator Frereuson. You do not think she went ? 

Mr. Watwace. I don’t know her. 

Senator Frercuson. William Aloysius Wallace? 

Mr. Watiacr. That is myself. 

Senator Frreuson. That is you? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Now, is that all? 

When you met up with these people on the plane going to Paris, 
did you know any of them before that ? 

Mr. Watuace. I had met some of them before that. 
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Senator Frercuson. Which ones? 

Mr. Watuace. I had met Mrs. Goldberg, Joe De Rosa, Carrie Ellis, 
and Moses Wechsler, John Francis Halloran, and Laura Ophelia 
Dennis. 

Now, some of the others, I might have met, but I don’t remember. 

Sen: itor FERGUSON. Well. now, Willi: am, did you have e any under- 
standing where you were going when you got your passport? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes; I knew where I was going. 

Senator Fercuson. Where were you eoing ? 

Mr. Watuace. I was going to France ‘and E ngland. 

Senator Ferauson. France and E ngland ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Frerevson. Had you any idea you were going to Prague 
and Poland and Russia ? 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Senator Frrcuson. What were you going to France and England 
for? 

Mr. Watiace. When T made the application, I was going for 
pleasure, on a pleasure trip. 

Senator Ferguson. What was your work at that time? 

Mr. Forrr. Excuse me, Senator, I do not think he had finished his 
answer. | 

Mr. Watiace. When I made the application, I was going on a 
pleasure trip. But cau ally, it turned out that I was going on an 
assignment, on a union assignment. 

Senator Fercuson. A union assignment ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. For what union? 

Mr. Wauiace. United Electrical Workers. 

Senator Fercuson. And where did they assign you to? 

Mr. Watiace. They assigned me my job; it was a particular job 
that called for the assignment. I am the executive secretary, and, at 
that time, we were considering, it was under consideration, a look-see 
tour of Europe. 

Prior to any arrangements, I had decided to do it on my own as a 
sort of pleasure trip, prior to April 15. During that time, the district 
council voted that they would consider such a trip, so it therefore 
became my assignment to look into it, and then J decided to look into 
it not as a pleasure trip, but as an assignment for my work, 

Senator Fercvson. And before you went there, before you received 
your passport, you looked into it, and figured it was part of your work; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Watiace. No: [received the assignment. It wasn’t until April 
15. The action by the district board wasn’t until April 15. 

Senator Fercuson. Well, that is 3 days before you got the passport ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

On April 16, I called the Passport Division, 1 am quite sure T sent 
a wire also, and told them that my plans were changed entirely ; would 
they expedite my passport much faster, and also that I was leaving by 
plane, and gave them the exact time that I was leaving. 

Prior to that, I was leaving by ship. I was going to go by ship, if it 
was for a pleasure trip. But after the assignment, I then decided to 
go by plane, and T called Mrs. Shipley of the Passport Division and 
told her that my plans were changed. 
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Senator Frercuson. Did you intend to go alone for pleasure? 

Mr. Wauuace. Alone for pleasure ? 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. Well, now, you bought your own ticket, then, 
on the plane, or did the union buy your transportation ¢ 

Mr. Waxace. For my transportation, the union paid for my trans- 
portation on a plane. 

Senator Ferguson. On the plane? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Then were you to go as part of the union trip 
to Prague ? 

Mr. Watnace. No. My assignment was a look-see tour of Europe. 
That is all my assignment was, to see if it was feasible to send a group, 
to see if it was just feasible. That is all. 

Senator Frercuson. To send a group where? 

Mr. Wattiace. To send a group to look at France, these trade- 
unions in France and England, a look-see tour trip of England. It 
wasn’t nailed down. It was just a look-see tour trip of Europe. 

Senator Frrevson. Now, how did this trip to Prague and Poland 
and Moscow, and the various cities in Russia, come about ? 

Mr. Wattace. Well, | mean, it is quite a story. 

Senator Fereuson. I wish you would tell me. 

Mr. Wauiace. In March, the proposal to send a group of United 
Electrical Workers to Europe was brought up to the general executive 
board. 

Senator Frercuson. By the way, are all these people members of 
your union ¢ 

Mr. Wattacr. No. 

Senator Fereuson. Any of them? 

Mr. Watrace. One of them is a member of my immediate union. 

Senator Frrauson. Which one? 

Mr. Watiace. Joe De Rosa. The rest of them, there is one more 
here that is a member of the union, but not in my immediate area—— 

Senator Frreuson. Isee. Who isthat? 

Mr. Wauiace. Laura Dennis. 

Senator Frravson. Is Halloran a member of your union? 

Mr. Watiace. No. No oné else on that is a member of the United 
Electrical Workers, as far as I know. 

Senator Frerauson. In March, you had a meeting ? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

The general executive board didn’t know whether it was feasible, 
or not, so they tabled the whole thing. I came back and spoke, at that 
time, I spoke to my president about it, and asked him what he thought 
about it. He didn’t think any too much about it one way or the other. 
[ was very keyed up over it, so I said I would like to look into it. 

He said, “That is part of your job. Look into it and see if you can 
find out anything about it.’ 

I then thought that it couldn’t be done only by staying in America, 
and the union hadn’t officially taken any position on it. 

So I was going to do it on my own to see if it was feasible so I could 
report back. I kept pressing the president about it. He took it up on 
the floor of the April 15 conference meeting. 
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At that meeting there, they voted to send a group and on a look-see 
tour of Europe. I then, knowing that they had gone that far in it, 
knew that it was a union thing then for me to look into the matter 
further. 

I heard that there was other people going, other fnions going, and 
I decided to look around and find out. I did find out that there was 
other people going. I asked one of the men if he could arrange for 
me to go with that group there. He said he could. 

I asked him to get my ticket for me, and everything. The union’s 
part of my function would pay for it. I then went to Europe. 

Senator Ferguson. Who was to get your ticket ? 

Mr. Waunace. I asked a Mr. Charles Velson. 

Senator Frrauson. How do you spell it ? 

Mr. Wauuace. V-e-]l-s-o-n. 

Senator Freracuson. Who is he? 

Mr. Watiace. Well, I don’t know who he is. <All I know was that 
he knew this group that was going to Europe. 

Senator Fercuson. Was he a plane representative or somebody like 
that? 

Mr. Watuace. No, I don’t know who he is. I mean, I don’t know 
exactly his job or anything like that. 

First, before that, he had found out that I was talking about this 
European trip. 

Senator Frerauson. He did not go? 

Mr. Watiace. No; he didn’t go. 

Senator Fercuson. He just helped to prepare the trip ? 

Mr. Waiace. He helped get my ticket for me. 

Senator Fercuson. Yes. 

Are these people that went with you, or went on the same trip, are 
they members of other unions ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes; they are all union people. 

Senator Fercuson. They are all union people ? 

Mr. Watiace. All union people. 

Senator Frercuson. Were they going for the same purpose as you 
were? Were they going fora look-see ? 

Mr. Watracr. I don't know. 

Senator Frereuson. When did you first learn about this Russian 
trip ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. That is what Iam trying to get at. 

Senator Ferauson. Proceed, if you please. 

Mr. Watiace. So then I went to France. When I got to France, I 
met with CGT. 

Senator Ferauson. With who? 

Mr. Watuace. CGT, which is a trade-union over there. 

Senator Ferguson. Who did you get in touch with there ? 

Mr. Watuace. The federation of trade-unions. 

Senator Fereuson. With who? 

Mr. Waxiace. I met with the metal workers, Mr. Henri Jourdain. 
I met with the secretary of the metal workers, I don’t know his name; 
and I met with the officials of the trade-unions, all the trade-unions 
over there in France. 

Then they said that after I had been there a couple of days, they 
said that trade-unions throughout Europe, other parts of Europe, 
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were requesting that this delegation, these people, go to see them, 
come to visit them. 

So I figured, “What have I got to lose?” I mean, I will accept the 
invitation. So I accepted the invitation. 

Senator Frreuson. Who paid your way then ? 

Mr. Watuace. The trade-unions. 

Senator Frrcuson. Your trade-unions ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. No, those trade-unions. 

Senator Frrevson. In France? 

Mr. Wauiace. The trade-unions in France, and the trade-unions of 
the countries of Prague and Russia. 

Mr. Forrer. Those inviting ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. They were the invitations. They were from 
Italy and all the countries. 

Senator Fercuson. About what did your trip cost you ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. The whole trip? 

Senator Ferauson. Yes. 

Mr. Watnace. I have no idea. My trip, as far as the union is con- 
cerned, my trip cost the union $500, about $550. 

Senator Frrauson. And how much did you spend of your own ¢ 

Mr. Watrace. $550, and I put in an additional $72 with it to make 
up my plane ticket, and then I had $89, and I came back with $51. 

Senator Frerevson. And then your way was paid to Prague on the 
plane ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. My way was paid to Prague on the plane by the 
French trade-union. From Prague to Russia, it was paid by the 
Czechoslovakian trade-unions. 

Coming back into Prague it was paid by the Russians, any trips 
around Russia were paid by the Russian trade-unions. 

Senator Frrcuson. And all you people, did all these 16 go with 
you! 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. Their ways were paid, too? 

Mr. Watuiace. Yes. 

Senator Frreuson. Now, what was the purpose behind the iron 
curtain of the trip, what were you doing ? 

Mr. Wauacr. I visited factories; I visited the homes; I visited 
schools; I visited operas—nearly everything. 

Senator Frrevson. Was there any propaganda to try to sell you 
something ? 

Mr. Wattace, No. 

Senator Frrevson. Did you sign a statement or join in a statement 
when vou were over there? 

Mr. Watnacr. No. 

Senator Fercuson. Do you not remember that ? 

Mr. Watiace. Not that I recall. I never signed any; I didn’t sign 
any statement. | 

Senator Frreuson. Did you make a statement ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes: I spoke before the trade-union council over 
there, a steward body over there. 

Senator Frrauson. Where? 

Mr. Watrace. In Moscow. I spoke before the steward body of 
Russia, all central council unions of steward bodies. 
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Senator Frrcuson. And what did you speak on? 

Mr. Wattace. It was on the Negro question, and then questions 
were asked of the economic conditions of the wor king people in 
America. 

Senator Frreuson. And do you remember what you said? Have 
you got a written speech ? 

Mr. Wautace. No; it wasn’t a written speech. Yes; I can re- 
member. 

Senator Frercuson. What was the substance? What were you try- 
ing to convey ? 

Mr. Watuace. I was trying to convey at the present time, as far 
as the Negro people are concer ned, that there was a trend toward equal- 
ity at the present time in America. That was one point. 

Another point that I was trying to bring across was the fact that— 
T mean, lynchings don’t happen every day, or something of that nature. 
That isas far asthe Negro people were concerned. 

And thanking them for their friendliness and hospitality toward 
the Negro people in the delegation. 

As far as the economic conditions of the working people are con- 
cerned, I spoke about the rise in taxes that has just hit us, and the 
high cost of living that we are facing. 

Senator Fercuson. Were you critical of the United States ? 

Mr. Watiace. I don’t know what you mean, critical. I don’t know 
what you mean, critical. 

Senator Ferguson. What do you mean by it? 

Mr. Waxtace. You mean something that I would be attacking the 
United States. 

Senator Frercuson. Yes. 

Mr. Watuiace. At no time have I attacked the United States. 

Senator Ferauson. Did anybody else in this group make a speech 
there ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Ferauson. How many? 

Mr. Watuace. I would say three—two. 

Senator Fercuson. Two others! Who were they / 

Mr. Watiace. Esther Goldberg and Allen Johnson. 

Senator Frrcvson. What did they speak on, do you know ? 

Mr. Waxtace. Yes: I can tell you what Esther spoke on. She 
spoke on the hospitality that we had received in Russia; also on what 
we were looking for. 

Senator Ferauson. What was that? 

Mr. Watiace. We were looking at the conditions of the people. 
We were looking at the—well, we had read stories in our papers about 
how the people were living, and the iron curtain slave labor, and we 
were looking for it. 

Senator Frrauson. Did you find it? 

Mr. Wauiace. No; we didn’t. 

Senator Frercuson. Were you in any way circumscribed in your 
actions? Could you go wherever you wanted to and when you 
wanted to? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. And did you go? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 
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Senator Ferauson. Did anybody go with you? 

Mr. Watuace. No. 

Senator Fercuson. Do you talk Russian ? 

Mr. Wautace. No; I don’t. 

Senator Fercuson. Did you not have to have any interpreter ? 

Mr. Waxuace. Yes; we had an interpreter at times, but when I 
went on my own, I didn’t have no interpreter. But there are many 
people who speak English. 

Senator Ferguson. Many people do speak English ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes. 

Senator Frerauson. Were there any other colored people besides you 
in the group é 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Senator Frerauson. Who are they ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Laura Dennis, Alex Wright, and this name you 
called here, Anselmo De Castro Francis. 

Senator Frrauson. Well, you say you went there to see the condi- 
tion of Russian labor. 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes. 

Senator Ferguson. How did you find it? 

Mr. Watiace. Well, I mean, as far as the labor was concerned, I 
mean, I didn’t compare it with anything, or else I looked at it from 
the standpoint of myself in a shop, and didn’t see too much difference. 

Senator Ferauson. You did not see / 

Mr. Waxiace. No, . 

Mr. Arens. Did you specifically ask to see their slave labor camps? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did they tell you? 

Mr. Wauiacr. What did they tell me? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Watiace. I asked for slave labor, where is this thing they 
eall slave labor, and they gave it to me in this respect: 

That they have prison camps just like we do, and they have pros- 
titution, they have robberies. As far as prostitution, the best form 
to explain it was that prostitution—they do not have slave labor; it 
is corrective labor more than likely to them, then because where a 
person is caught for prostitution they try to cure it by medical means. 

If they don’t cure it by medical means, then they put them in these 
work camps and put them in for a year or so, and that way try to 
correct it. 

Senator Ferauson. What about the men’s part ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Men’s part, I didn’t see any. 

Senator Frerauson. No, but 1 mean the men. You spoke of the 
women. 

Mr. Wauuace. I didn’t go any further into the question. 

Senator Fercuson. Into the question of slave labor ? 

Mr. Watxace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Did they not tell you it was the political prisoners 
over there, or did you not ask them about it ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. That is—no; I didn’t ask them. 

Mr. Arens. Why did you not ask them about that? 

Mr. Watuace. I was not interested in politics. 

Senator Fercuson. Have you ever been interested in Russia ? 

Mr. Watiace. No more than anybody else reading it in the paper. 
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Senator Frerevuson. Well, you did not find, did you, a slave labor 
union over there ¢ 

Mr. Wautace. Yes; I did. I found a free labor union as far as 
the way I understood it, comparing it to our labor unions here. 

Senator Frereuson. Do they negotiate with the Government? 

Do you have a bargaining, a free bargaining, over there with labor 
and management, management being the Government ? 

Mr. Watiace. Well, now, you are asking me for my opinion of it. 

Senator Fercuson. No, but what you found out. Are they allowed 
to strike ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. I didn’t ever delve into that. 

Senator Ferguson. You did not ask them about it ? 

Mr. Watiacr. I did not. 

Senator Frercuson. Is that not one of the things that you would 
want to know, whether or not they had a right to negotiate agree- 
ments with the Government ? 

Mr. Wattacr. No, I didn’t go into that for the simple reason 
all I was interested in, as far as Russia was concerned, was how the 
Russian people lived. 

Senator Frreuson. Well, how did they live? Do you think they 
live as good there as here ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. It is according to what you are comparing it with. 
Whether you are comparing it with the bum on the street here, or 
whether you are comparing it with the rich man here. 

If you are comparing it with the bum on the street here, then 
they live better. If you compare it with some of the salaries that 
we make, they live better. Or if you compare it with the rich man, 
they live poorer, they live terribly. 

Senator Fercuson. Well, what do you earn a week? 

Mr. Waxuace. Fifty dollars, 

Senator Ferguson. What do you work at? 

Mr. Watiace. Well, when I went over there, I was working the 
electrical industries, sewing machines. At the present time, I am now 
the secretary of the district, and I make more money. 

Mr. Arens. This is for the union, you are a secretary for the United 
Electrical Union ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Frrcuson. When you were working, you said when you 
went over there, you were working on a sewing machine. How 
would a man ona similar job be compared with your job? 

Mr. Watiace. Frankly, I didn’t see any difference. 

Senator Frrecuson. You did not see any difference? 

Mr. Watace. As far as the work was concerned. 

Senator Frercuson Can a man quit his job over the re? 

Mr. Watiace. My understanding of it was “Yes.’ 

Senator Frrcuson. Were you allotted ration tickets? 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Senator Frrcuson. Do you know whether the workingman gets a 
ration ticket 

Mr. Wattace. My understanding, I asked on that, and the answer 
was “No.” 

Senator Frerevuson. They are not. Do they get paid money for 
wages ¢ 


Mr. Watuace. Rubles. 
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Senator Fercuson. That is what I mean. 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. Did you inquire as to how much they were 
getting a week, or a month ¢ 

Mr. WaALLacr. Yes. 

Senator Frrcuson. How did it compare with ours? 

Mr. Watiace. Not comparing the ruble with the dollar, because 
there is no value either way, but an electrical worker, I found out, 
was getting 1,800 rubles a month, a longshoreman was getting 2,100 
to 2.500 rubles a month. 

Senator Frrauson. Have you made any speeches about this since 
you got back ? 

Mr. WaAuiace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Where? 

Mr. Watxace. I reported back to my union; 1 reported back to the 
locals within my union. 

Senator Ferguson. Have you ever been in this country interested 
in communism ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. I have a right to refuse to answer that on the ground 
that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frerauson. Just the fact that you were interested in the 
question of communism may tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. I would fike to refuse that one on that ground, 

Senator Ferguson. Were you interested in communism in Russia? 

Mr. Watrace. | would like to refuse that on the same ground, that 
it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What makes you think that it would tend to incriminate 
you! 

Senator Ferguson is interested in communism. That is why he is 
interested in these questions. 

Senator Frreuson. I am interested in it; I try to study it. 

Mr. Wattace. Well, I would like to refuse to answer that one on 
the same ground. 

Senator Frercuson. On the ground that it would tend to incriminate 
you? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frrevson. Well, there is not any doubt that you were 
studying in Russia, communism; is there?’ The trade movement un- 
der communism; is that not right? 

Mr. Watace. I was studying trade, the workings of the people 
and the living of the people. 

Senator Frrevson. There is not any doubt that Russia is a Com- 
munist state; is there; or have vou some doubt ? 

Mr. Watiace. I haven't considered it one way or the other. 

Senator Frreuson. You have not even given it that thought? 

Mr. Watuace. No. 

Senator Frreuson. What has been your preliminary education? 

Mr. Watiacr. What do you mean / 

Senator Frrauson. Have you graduated from high school? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Fereuson. College? 

Mr. Wauxace. No. 

Senator Frreuson. Just high school ? 


Mr. Wauuace. Yes. 
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Senator Frrcuson. In New York? 

Mr. Watxace. In Jersey. 

Senator Frercuson. In Jersey. 

How long ago did you graduate from high school ? 

Mr. Wavace. 1933 or 1934. 

Senator Ferauson. 1933 or 1934. And did you not study the ques- 
tion of labor unions under communism in Czechoslovakia, Poland? 

Mr. Watxace. No; I haven't. 

Senator Frreuson. Did you study the labor movement in Czecho- 
slovakia ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. No; I didn’t study the labor movement nowhere. 

Senator Frrauson. Did you not meet with the labor people? I 
thought you said? 

Mr. Wattace. I met with the laboring people. I met with the 
Jaboring people, and I was interested only in one thing. 

Senator Frercuson. What is that ? 

Mr. Watiace. The conditions of the people; how they lived; how 
the trade-unions, I mean, how the trade-unions function. 

Senator Ferauson. How they function under communism ? 

Mr. Wattace. I didn’t study that. 

Senator Fereuson. You did not? 

Mr. Watuace. I didn’t study that. All I was trying to study was 
how the people lived. 

Senator Fereuson. Did these other people study the same problems 
with you? 

Mr. Wauxace. I can’t say, because I don’t know what they were 
studying. 

Senator Ferguson. How many speeches have you made since you got 
back? 

Mr. Watiace. I would say on the matter of about four. 

Senator Fercuson. Four? 

Mr. Wattace. Four or five. 

Senator Ferguson. Under the auspices of your labor union? 

Mr. Watiace. Two under the auspices. 

Senator Fercuson. As I understand it, your labor union did not 
send you to Russia; they only sent you to France. 

Mr. Watwace. Yes. 

Senator Fereuson. Is that right? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Fereuson. And this trip to Russia was under the auspices 
of the other labor unions? 

Mr. Watuace. That is not so, 

Senator Frrauson. Will you straighten me out? I did not under- 
stand you then. 

Mr. Wattace. My union gave me the authority to make a look-see 
tour of Europe. 

Senator Fereuson. Well, did you figure that Prague and Moscow 
were in Europe? 

Mr. Watuace. Did I figure that? 

Senator Freréuson. Yes. 

Mr. Watuace. I knew it was there. 

Senator Ferecuson. Well, one is in Asia, Moscow, is it not? 

Mr. Watuacr. As far as I was concerned, it was in Europe. 
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Senator Frrevson. All right. In other words, you were then 
authorized by your union to go to Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Senator Frereuson. Straighten me out. Iam not clear. 

Mr. Watiace. I was authorized to make—I was assigned to make— 
to see if a look-see tour of Europe was feasible. When I made the 
application, it was only for France and England. I didn’t know 1 
was going to Russia. 

Senator Frreuson. When did you first learn you were going to 
Russia ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. Not until I got to France did I learn that it was pos- 
sible for me to go to Russia, and that is when I got the invitation 
from the trade-unions in Russia. 

Senator Frreuson. And then you, as a representative of your trade- 
union, accepted ? 

Mr. Waxtace. I, as a representative of my trade-union, accepted, 
yes. 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. And then you went as a representative 
of your trade-union; is that right ? 

Mr. Waunace. Yes, only my trade-union didn’t know it until after 
I got there, though, and come back. 

Senator Frrevson. Did you communicate with them from over 
there ? 

Mr. Watiace. I communicated with them after I arrived at these 
places. I didn’t tell them nothing of my itinerary where I was 


going. 


Senator Feravson. How did you communicate with them ? 

Mr. Wattace. By telegraph and mail. 

Senator Ferguson. Have you copies of that mail ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Not with me. 

Senator Frreuson. Will you get them for the committee ? 

Mr. Wauuace. I certainly will. 

Senator Fereuson. All right. One of the staff will get them. 

Mr. Wautace. I had to communicate with them because I was too 
sick in Moscow and I informed them that I was sick, and I was going 
under an operation and would they get in touch with my family. 

Senator Ferauson. You had an operation in Moscow ? 

Mr. Waruace. Yes, I did. That is what took me so long getting 
back. 

Senator Frrauson. That is why you did not come back with the 
group ? 

Mr. Wauxiace. That is right; that is why I was there 6 weeks. 

Senator Frerauson. Was it a major operation ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, an appendix operation. 

Senator Ferguson. Did they furnish, the trade-unions, your doctor 
and medicine and all? 

Mr. Wauace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Had you any trouble with expense money while 
you were there ? 

Mr. Wattace. No. 

Senator Ferauson. They furnished you all the money you needed ? 

Mr. Wattace. They didn’t furnish me any money; they paid for 
my expenses. Whatever expenses was incurred, they paid for it. 
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Senator Frercuson. I mean the interpreter being with you would 
pay, or did they give you rubles? 

Mr. WALLACE. “No, ‘the -y didn’t give me any rubles. They did give 
me rubles, but that was at the end, to buy the gifts to bring home. 

Senator Frrcuson. How much did they give you for gifts 4 

Mr. Wauuiace. Two hundred rubles. 

Senator Fercuson. How much would that be in money ? 

Mr. Wauxace. If you compare it to American money, which is dif- 
ficult, it is four rubles to a dollar. 

Senator Fercuson. That is about $50? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, but if you compare it with prices over there, 
it is a little bit more. 

Senator Fercuson. Do you mean more than four fora dollar? Can 
you use American money ¢ 

Mr. Wautace. No, you can’t use American money. There is no 

value because American money has no value there; just as rubles have 
ho value he re. 

Senator Frercuson. You did not try to buy any rubles, then, with 
your money £ 

Mr. Watuacr. No. 

Senator Ferauson. Do you centlemen have some que stions ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, Senator, we do. 

What was the name of this trade-union that extended you an invita- 
tion to visit Soviet Russia ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. All Central Council Trade Union. 

Mr. Arens. Did the other people who were in on this journey with 
you know, prior to the time that they left the United States, that they 
were going to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Waxtace. I have no idea. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any discussion with them on that? 

Mr. Wattace. With the five people I had met previously, whose 
names I gave you, I had a discussion with them, and there was no 
discussion then that they were going to Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Now, this trip to France, at least, was a prearranged 
trip among several of you, was it not? You did not go individually ; 
you went with other peop le, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Wauiace. It wasn’t a prearranged trip. It wasn’t a prear- 
ranged trip for the simple reason—I didn’t know these people until 
the Thursday before I left, the Thursday before I left I met these 
people. 

I asked if I could meet them, and I met these four or five, five people 
it was, and I decided to join them. 

Mr. Arens. How did you know they were going? 

Mr. Wauuace. I told you I met when this Mr. Velson called me. 

Senator Fereuson. What is his first name ? 

Mr. Wauuace. Charlie Velson. 

Senator Frrcuson. Where does he live? 

Mr. Wauuace. I don’t know. 

Senator Frreuson. You have not any idea where he lives? 

Mr. Watuace. No. 

Senator Fercuson. How do you contact him? 

Mr. Watuiace. He contacted me. He contacted me at the office. 

Senator Frreuson. At your own union office / 


Mr. Watuace. Yes. 
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Senator Frreuson. Is he one of your members ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Senator Ferguson. What union does he belong to/ 

Mr. Watuace. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Who is he? 

Mr. Watiace. I don’t know that. I told you he contacted me and 
told me that “I hear that you want to make a look-see trip to Europe.” 

I said “Yes.” He said, “Well, I know of other people going. Sup- 
pose I talk it over with you.’ 

I said, “O. IX., you can talk it over with me after the 15th, when 
I will know definitely whether I am going as an official of the union, 
or whether I am going as an individual.” 

Mr. Arens. Had you gone as an individual, you proposed to pay 
your OWN person: ale Xpenses out ot your own funds, had you nots ¢ 

Mr. WaAutLace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you had a bank account accumulated, I assume, 
to pay for it é 

Mr. Wauuace. No, I had no bank account accumulated to pay for 
it. I had about $300 of my own. I had my pay coming, and 1 knew 
L could borrow enough to make the trip. 

Mr. Arens. You were just going to take a little personal trip over 
there; is that right ¢ 

Mr. Waunace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And how much do you make now / 

Mr. Wauvace. Three hundred bucks a month. 

Mr. Arens. When you were subpenaed to appear before the com- 
mittee, you contacted the committee, did you not, or had someone con- 
tact the committee, saying in effect you could not pay your expenses 
to Washington; is that not correct ¢ 

Mr. Wauxace. That is not true. That is a _ ry complicated thing, 
because 1 did pay my expenses to Washington, by the way. 

Mr. Arens. You declined to come, unless your expenses were paid, 
did you not ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. No, I didn’t decline to pay. What happened was the 
marshal came out and brought the subpena to the house, and he told 
my wife, “If he doesn’t have enough mone ys if he doesn’t have enough 
money to come, the Government will pay it. 

I spoke to the lawyer, my lawyer, about it, and he told me to go down 
and pick it up. 

Mr. Arens. Is that Mr. Forer/ 

Mr. Waniacr. No, Mr. Favies. He was a lawyer of the New York 
end. He said, “Go down and pick up the subpena.” 

When I got there, he says, “Have you got money to make up the 
trip 

I said “No.” ‘ 

He said, “O. K., we will make the arrangements for you.” 

So they sent me a ticket. In the meantime, I had drawn my own 
money so I had paid my own way down. 

Mr. Aren. Have you ever been arrested / 

Mr. Waunace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been convicted ? 

Mr. Wannace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. When were you arrested / 
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Mr. Wattace. In November, I think, 1929. 

Mr. Arens. 1930, was it not ? 

Mr. Watuuace. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. What was the arrest for? 

Mr. Watuace. Bringing a stolen car interstate, from New York to 
New Jersey 

Mr. Arens. Were you sentenced for that ? 

Mr. Watxace. I received an indefinite sentence in reformatory. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you serve ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. I went to Annondale, and I stayed in Annondale 3 
months, and then they sent me to Rahway. 

Mr. Arens. Were you also sentenced for another offense, at one 
time ? 

Senator Fercuson. Was it a breach or parole / 

Mr. Watuace. No. 

Senator Frercuson. What ? 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Senator Ferguson. You only were in prison once ? 

Mr. Watxiace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Well, after your first imprisonment, and sentence, were 
you arrested again ¢ 

Mr. Watuace. Not that I can recall. Not that I can recall. I 
don’t remember. 

Senator Frerauson. Was this car that you brought into New Jersey 
stolen in Avondale ? 

Mr. Watiace. No. No, the car that I brought into New Jersey was 
my sister’s car that I stole from my sister, and I brought it to New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Arens. You were convicted, however, of this set of facts? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. For a felony, were you not, and sentenced to the re- 
formatory / 

Mr. Wa.uace. I don’t know what I was convicted of. All I know 
I was sentenced to the reformatory. 

Senator Fercuson. You say it was your sister’s car? 

Mr. WautuaAce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who is the president of the United Electrical Workers? 

Mr. Wattacr. The international ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wauiace. Albert Fitzgerald. 

Mr. Arens. Who are some of the other officers? 

Mr. Wauiace. Emspak. 

Mr. Arens. Give his full name. 

Mr. Wattace. Julius Emspak. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now secretary of local No. 401? 

Mr. Wautacr. No. 

Mr. Arens. Were you ever secretary of local 401? 

Mr. Watiace. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever _ elected secretary of the general 
executive board of district No. 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now occupying that job? 


Mr. WALLACE. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. And what is district No. 4? What is the jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Wautace. District council No. 4 covers the United Electrical 
locals throughout New York and New Jersey. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall the case of the national board of the 
Communist Party, which was under indictment in the southern dis- 
trict of New York, do you recall that case, the 11 Communists ¢ 

Mr. Wautace. Yes, I recall it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you participate as one of a number of persons 
who filed a brief on behalf of the 11 C ceieendaed 

Mr. Wattace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground it would 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Frercuson. Are you a lawyer? 

Mr. Watiace. No, I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
he was one of several persons who submitted a brief, an amicus curiae 
brief, on behalf of the 11 Communists. 

Mr. Forer. I would like to consult with my client on that. 

But to my understanding, are you talking about a brief that was 
filed, purportedly signed by a number of representatives of trade- 
unions ¢ 

Mr. Arens. I am not going to undertake to identify the brief. I am 
only going to ask the question of this witness whether or not he was 
one of them. 

Mr. Watwace. You have me confused. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Forer. Well, I want to suggest to the Senator that I do not 
think the committee really ought to be interested in a question of 
someone submitting an amicus curiae brief. 

Mr. Arens. That is not a matter for counsel to the witness to 
determine. 

Mr. Forer. I know it is not a matter for me to determine. I was 
making that suggestion. 

Senator Frreuson. But we are interested in that. Let me see 
whether or not we cannot straighten this out. 

Had you any connection whatever with a brief in relation to this 
Communist trial ? 

Mr. Wattace. I can’t remember, unless I see the brief. 

Senator Fercuson. Did you sign any papers in relation to that case ? 

Mr. Waunace. I sign quite a few papers, and that is what has me 
confused. 

Senator Frereuson. That is what I mean; in connection with that 
case. 

Mr. Watuace. I might have seen it, and I don’t know whether I 
signed it, or not. 

Senator Frerauson. Were you interested in that case, William ? 

Mr. Wattace. No more than anybody else, reading it. 

Senator Frravson. Did your union — interested in it? 

Mr. Waruace. I don’t know. I mean, I don’t know anything about 
the union. I mean, as far as I am concerned, I make my own deci- 
SIONS, 

Senator Frrcuson. But you seem hazy on this point. 

Mr. Wautace. Yes, and the reason I am hazy is because I mizht 
have seen it, and I might not have seen it, and I don’t remember sign- 
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ing it, and I might have, and that is why I am saying if I read it, I 
could tell you whether I did sign or not. 

Senator Frrcuson. But it would look to me, William, if you signed 
anything in connection with that trial that you would remember it, 
because it would be quite an event in your life. 

Mr. Wattace. No. 

Senator Frrauson. It would not be? 

Mr. Wattace. It would be no event in my life. 

Senator Frreuson. To sign a brief amicus curiae, that would not 
be an event é 

Mr. Wauxace. No more than any other event. There is larger 
events than that. 

Mr. Arens. When you were in Russia there, did they have the May 
Day celebration when you were there / 

Mr. Watuace. Yes, sir: they did. 

Senator Ferguson. Tell us about that. I imagine you know some- 
thing. 

Mr. Arens. Did you bring the greetings, officially, or otherwise, 
from your United Electrical Workers Union to the folks over there 
in Russia on the May Day celebration ? 

Mr. Watuace. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do at the May Day celebration? 

Mr. Waxiace. Stand up and watch proceedings, like everyone else. 

Senator Fercuson. How large was it? Was it a parade? 

Mr. Watxiace. Three or four million, I guess. 

Senator Fercuson. Was it a parade? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. And were you on the special stand, or anything ? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frrauson. Where were you? 

Mr. Wattace. I had a special booth, a boxed-off booth not far from 
the grandstand. 

Senator Frercuson. Who were the leaders of the state that saw it, 
do you know? 

Mr. Watuace. Saw what, the Russian state ? 

Senator Frreuson. Yes. Did Stalin see it? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ferguson. Did you see Stalin? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frerevson. Did you meet him? 

Mr. Watuace. No, I didn’t meet him. 

Senator Frreuson. How close were you to Stalin ? 

Mr. Wauiace. About 300 feet, I guess. 

Senator Frrcuson. About 300 feet. Was he in the grandstand or 
in the box? 

Mr. Wauvacr. He was in the grandstand on top of the tomb. 

Mr. Arens. Lenin’s tomb? 

Mr. Wattacr. Lenin’s tomb. 

Senator Frreuson. And was your box draped with Russian flags 
and so forth? 

Mr. Watuace. No, nothing. 

Senator Fereuson. No American flags? 

Mr. Wattace. No flags of any kind. 
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Senator Frerauson. No flags? 

Mr. Watiace. No flags. 

Senator Fercuson. Was there any designation that you were an 
American delegate ? 

Mr. Wattuace. No. 

Senator Frreuson. How did you get a ticket for that box? Did 
you say 300 feet from Joe Stalin? 

Mr. Watuace. About 300 feet. 

The trade-unions made an application for passes, and that is how 
I got a pass. 

Senator Frrevson. And did all these people that went over with 
you, these 16, attend with you? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frrauson. In the box? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frrcuson. That is quite an event, was it not ‘ 

Mr. Watracr. It is according to what you call an event. 

Mr. Arens. Can you straighten us out on this: The Daily Worker— 
you know what the Daily Worker is, do you not ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. I have read it. 

Mr. Arens. It isa Communist publication, is it not ? 

Mr. Watuace. I have read it. 

Mr. Arens. The Daily Worker reports a delegation of American 
trade-union delegates going to Soviet Russia and, while there, issuing 
a statement. How can you explain that? Is the Daily Worker just 
in error, or were you part of a delegation that went over there and 
issued a propagi anda statement ? 

Mr. Wauuacr. I don’t recall any article at all. I don’t recall read- 
ing that article at all. 

Mr. Arens. Wasa statement issued over there by all of these people, 
that is, you and your associates over there ? 

Mr. Wautacr. Yes, there was a statement issued over there, and the 
statement was to the effect of what they had come to look for; what 
they were looking for: what they expected to see: and what they had 
seen. 

Senator Frercuson. Did you sign that ! 

Mr. WatiaAce. No. 

Senator Frrcuson. No signature to it 

Mr. Wauiacr. No., 

Mr. Arens. Well, you participated in the statement? At least, it 
was issued on behalf of you and others, was it not ? 

Mr. Wauuace. It was issued as far as all the individuals concerned. 

Mr. Arens. And you approved it ? 

Mr. Watnace. There was no vote, or nothing. 

Senator Ferauson, No, but did you sanction it? If there had been 
anything wrong in it, you would have objected, would you not? 

Mr. Wauwace. If there had been any indication as far as any local 
union had been concerned, I would have objected. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, but who issued the statement? Let us get down 
to brass tacks. Who actually prepared the statement over there that 
was issued ? 

Mr. Wauuace. I don’t know who prepared the statement. 

Mr. Arens. You know one was prepared and issued ¢ 


Mr. Watuace. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. Where were you when it was prepared and issued ? 

Mr. Wattace. When it was prepared? I mean, I knew that there 
was some discussion on preparing a statement. 

Mr. Arens. Who discussed it ¢ 

Mr. Waxtace. All these people discussed the statement. 

Mr. Arens. Well, all what people ? 

Mr. Wauuace. All these people here. 

Mr. Arens. The people that were with you in this delegation to 
Europe: is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Wauuiace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Who actually dictated the statement, or prepared it ¢ 

Mr. Wau.ace. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Well, somebody did, obviously. 

Mr. Wauuace. I don’t know. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know about the statement prior to the time it 
was issued ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. Yes, I knew about the statement prior to the time 
it was issued. 

Mr. Arens. And it was issued on your behalf by somebody over 
there; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wauuace. It wasn’t issued on my behalf. At the time it was 
read off, Esther Goldberg read the statement off at the meeting, at this 
meeting I was telling you about, this all trade, this steward body meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Arens. And you were there and you did not object to it, did 
you ¢ 

Mr. Watuace. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Did you concur in what it said ? 

Mr. Watuace. Can I read the statement before I answer that one? 

Do I concur in what it says? I mean, maybe we are talking about 
different statements. 

Mr. Arens. How many statements were issued over there? 

Mr. Watxace. I only know of one statement that was issued over 
there. But you are getting the statement from the Daily Worker, and 
you have got me. 

Senator Fereuson. Did you talk on the radio over there? 

Mr. Watuace. No, I did not. 

Senator Feratson. Do you know Laura Dennis? 

Mr. Wautuace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Where does she come from ? 

Mr. Watiace. I don’t know her; I met her. She comes from Cleve- 
land. 

Senator Ferevson. Did she not go on the trip? 

Mr. Watnace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Is she in your same union ? 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Fercuson. Did she make a statement over there in Russia? 

Mr. Wattace. The people made statements on the radio, I don’t 
know anything about it. I know they were making statements, and 
T didn’t have anything to do with any radio statements. 

Senator Frreuson. Did she talk on the radio? 

Mr. Wattace. I don’t know who they were. All I know is that 
there were some radio statements made, but who made them, I don’t 
know. 
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Mr. Arens. Well, under whose auspices have you made these 
speeches since you got back here ? 

Mr. Watiace. Under my union auspices for the simple reason I 
had to report back to the union. 

Mr. Arens. You did not have to report four or five times. I under- 
stood you to make four or five different statements or speeches. 

Where did you make these speeches ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. Individuals. I made one in a bar, I was talking in 
a bar. 

Mr. Arens. Well, let us start from the first one. You have made 
four or five speeches, you said. Speech No. 1, when was that, and 
before what group ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. The first one was to the district council. 

Mr. Arens. Of what? 

Mr. Watiace. Of my union. 

Mr. Arens. And where? 

Mr. Wauiace. It was at the district meeting, which was held back 
in either June or July. 

Senator Fercuson. Is yours the United Electrical Radio and Mach- 
ine Workers? 

Mr. Watxiace. That is right. 

Senator Frerauson. It is known as UE? 

Mr. Wauiace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. That has been expelled from the CIO, has it not 4 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Why? 

Mr. Wauiace. It was expelled because it refused to pay per capita 
and still have its autonomy taken away from it. It was expelled be- 
cause they disagreed in going along with the policies of the CIO, as 
far as political action was concerned. 

Mr. Arens. Was there anything about communism entering into 
the problem of expulsion ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. That is the propaganda that the papers have given 
to it. 

Mr. Arens. But that is all wrong; it had nothing to do with the ex- 
pulsion ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. As far as I am concerned, it is all wrong. 

Senator Frereuson, Did you ever hear that it was communist domi- 
nated, ? 

Mr. Watiace. By the propaganda the CIO put out. 

Senator Frrevson. That is the only thing you have ever heard? 

Mr. Watuace. That is the only thing I ever heard. 

Senator Fereuson. Do you know whether or not this Laura Dennis 
was at one time secretary of the Ohio Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Wauvace. I didn’t know that. 

Senator Frrevson. Did you ever hear of that ? 

Mr. Watnace. No, I never heard of that. 

Mr. Arens. You heard, as a matter of fact, did you not, that the 
CIO expelled the United Electrical Workers from the CIO because 
the CIO found that the United Electrical Workers was Communist 
dominated and controlled, followed the Communist Party line; is that 
not true? ' 

Mr. Wauiace. That is the propaganda that they put out in their 
papers. 
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Mr. Arens. That is what the CIO says, is it not ¢ 

Mr. Watxace. That is what they say. 

Mr. Forer. I thought the union quit before they were thrown out. 

Senator Ferguson. How many unions were represented in this trip 
to Russia? There was yourself, the UE, and what others? 

Mr. Watuace. UE, CIO, 

Senator Frreuson. CIO? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. The Textile Workers. 

Senator Frerauson. Who from the Textile Workers? 

Mr. Wattace. Clara Shavelson. 

Automobile Workers, William Glenn. 

Furniture Workers, Mine, Mill and Smelter. Paint Workers. 

Senator Frreuson. Give us the people who represent the various 
unions, will you, when you give us the union? Give us their repre- 
sentative. 

Mr.Watiace. Esther Goldberg, United Labor Committee. 

Clara Shavelson, Textile Workers, CLO. 

William Glenn, United Automobile Workers. 

Senator Frreuson. And he was an official representative of that ? 

Mr. Waxiace. I don’t know whether they are official, or not. I only 
know that that is the kind of unions they be long to. 

Joe De Rosa, from United Electrical. 

Carrie Ellis. from the Furniture Workers. 

Moses Wechsler, from Mine, Mill and Smelter. 

Frank Wedl, from Painters. 

John Francis Holloran, from Longshoremen’s. 

(Gireentield, from an AFL, construction. 

Anselmo De Castro Francis, from the National Maritime Union. 

Alex Wright, from the Stonecutters, CIO. 

Oran Jenkins, from Marine Cooks. 

John Allen Johnson, from Construction Workers, AFL. 

Margaret Johnson, from the Teachers Union. 

And Laura Dennis, from the United Electrical Workers. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member, or have you ever been a member, 
of the Negro and Allied Veterans of America? 

Mr. Wauuace. I refuse to answer that one, also. 

Senator Frreuson. Why 

Mr. Forer. State the grounds. 

Senator Frrcuson. What is your ground ¢ 

Mr. Waxnuace. On the ground that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. That this Negro organization—— 

Mr. Forer. It is on the Attorney General’s list, Senator. 

Senator Frrcuson. But could that tend to incriminate you? Is 
that why you are denying to answer, just because it is on the Attorney 
General's list / 

Mr. Wattace. It may tend to incriminate me, is the reason that I 
refuse to answer it. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact, and ask you if you will affirm 
or deny it, that, in November 1949, a membership list of the Negro 
and Allied Veterans of America contained the name of William 
Aloyious Wallace of Elizabeth, N. J.. as a member. 

Mr. Wauuace. I refuse to answer “Yes” or not to that. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer the question, 
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Senator Fercuson. I now order and direct you to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Watxace. I still refuse on the ground that it may tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Senator Frercuson. You understand the importance of refusing, 
that if the committee and the Senate decide that you are in contempt 4 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party 4 

Mr. Wattace. I refuse to answer that, definitely, on the ground 
that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. If you are not, or if you have not ever been a member 
of the Communist Party, could your answer possibly tend to incrim- 
inate you ¢ 

Mr. = ALLACE. Rephrase that one again. 

Mr. Arens. If you are not, and if you have not ever been a member 
of the Communist Party, could your answer possibly tend to incrimi- 
nate you! : 

Mr. Forrer. May I state on that that it just seems to me that it is 
not right for a Senate Judiciary Committee, when a man has asserted 
constitutional privileges, to ask trick questions. 

Senator Ferguson. That is not a trick question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest to the Chair- 
man that the courts have repeatedly said that the state of a man’s 
mind is as much a fact as the state of his digestion. This committee 
is undertaking to elicit from the witness the facts, and I respectfully 
submit that it is concerned with the state of this man’ s mind. 

Mr. Forer. That question has nothing to do with the state of the 
man’s mind. 

Senator Fercuson. If he has never been a Communist, he certainly 
would not incriminate himself by saying that he has not been a Com- 
munist. 

Mr. Forer. What I am driving at is this: If aman says, “I am 
not going to answer that because, if [ am, it will incriminate me,’ 
that is the subtle way of asking it again. 

Mr. Arens. That is not what I am asking. It is not my province 
here to enlighten counsel on what I have in mind. If the witness will 
listen to the question, please, it would assist. 

If you are not now, and if you have not ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party, could your answer to my question possibly tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Forer. I object on the ground of it being completely a hypo- 
thetical question. 

Senator Frrauson. Can you answer that? 

Mr. Wattace. I would have to say the same thing because the ques- 
tion itself—I mean, I don’t understand it. 

Mr. Arens. We will try it again until you do understand it. 

Mr. Witness, you have declined to answer the quest ion as to whether 
you are now, or have ever been, a member of the Communist Party, 
on the ground that your answer might tend to incriminate you. Is 
that not correct ? 

Mr. Wattace. That is true. 
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Mr. Arens. I now ask you if you are not now, and if you have never 
been, a member of the Communist Party, could your answer to the 
question, principal question, possibly tend to incriminate you 4 

Mr. Wauiace. I still refuse to answer on the same ground. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Frravson. Do you sincerely feel that that could tend to 
incriminate you ? 

Mr. Wauiace. I still feel, that is why I refuse to answer. 

Senator Frreuson. Well, you feel that an answer to that question 
could incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frrcuson. Under the circumstances, I am not going to 
compel him to answer. He tells me that he sincerely believes that it 
would tend to incriminate him. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party prior to 
1940, at which time the so-called Smith Act was enacted ! 

Senator Fercuson. That is prior to that act? 

Mr. Wautace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground also. 

Senator Fercuson. How could that? That was not in the law at 
that time to make it a crime, prior to the Smith Act. 

Mr. Forer. In the Foley Square trial that was referred to earlier, 
the evidence went back long before 1940¢ I know you are familiar, 
Senator, with the fact that in conspiracy cases it frequently goes far 
beyond the date laid in the indictment. The Foley Square trial, in 
that trial, they introduced evidence which long antedated 1940, Some 
of it went back to the 1920’s. 

I am talking about the evidence. 

Senator Fercuson. Did they go prior to 1940? 

Mr. Forrer. Yes. Some of the evidence went back to the 1920's. As 
a matter of fact, some of it went back a longer time. 

Senator Frrevson. You have not been arrested as a Communist 
among these people recently arrested ? 

Mr. Watuace. No. 

Senator Frreuson. Is that right ? 

Mr. Wattacr. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, prior to 1940, at which time the Smith Act 
was enacted, ever deflect or disassociate yourself from the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Watiace. I refuse to answer that one also. 

Senator Frereuson. On what ground? 

Mr. Watnace. On the ground that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest to the Chair that 
the witness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Ferauson. What do you say about that, Counsel 

Mr. Forrr. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that it would be in the 
same category. I mean, look what is happening here. First counsel 
asks him is he a member of the Communist Party, and he claims his 
privilege. 

Then he starts to ask him questions in that same area. Really, I 
mean, maybe I am being unjust, but it justs sounds to me like tricks to 
trip him up. 

Senator Frercuson. We do not want you to feel that way. We want 
to find out the answers. 
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Mr. Forer. Well, I do not think the committee would be interested 
in what he was before 1940. The impression that I have is that the 
committee is interested mostly in this trade-union trip. 

The way the sequence of answers are going, it seems to me to be 
cross-examining on the assertion of the privilege, and, for that matter, 

[ think the courts have held if the subject matter is protected in the 
direct answer, the same thing is true with the cross-examining ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that if the wit- 
ness does not want to answer the question, he can assert his privilege 
under the Constitution on each question. 

If there is a contempt citation on this case, it can be determined by 
the courts. 

Mr. Forrer. He did, Senator, and then counsel asked you to direct 
him, and then you asked me what I had to say in connection with the 
direction. 

So the fact is that he did assert his privilege on that particular 
question. I was just addressing myself as to whether or not you 
should direct him. I do not think you should. 

Senator Fereuson. If he had resigned, you see, if his answer was 
an affirmative answer, he could say, “I did.” 

Mr. Forer. I know. But that is the whole point. He refuses to 
answer, claiming his privilege, and once he has done that, if there is 
no question of “if” and “and”, he felt he should. Although it is not 
true that a man has to claim a privilege on each particular question. 
I do not think it is right to keep badgering on the Constitution. 

Senator Frreuson. We are not badgering. You know, as a lawyer, 
that you would cross-examine him much sterner than we are. 

Mr. Forer. Well, if I were a lawyer. 

Senator Fercuson. You would not class it as badgering. 

Mr. Forrr. Well, it depends on what I was trying to do. I mean, 
I have gathered that you are running an investigation of this trade- 
union trip. The man has asserted his privilege, and I do not think 
he should be cross-examined on that. 

But he certainly has claim to the privilege, if he is entitled to it on 
that. 

Senator Frrauson. I will ask him a question. 

Did you ever study communism ¢ 

Mr. Wauiace. Did I ever study communism ? 

Senator Ferauson. Yes. 

Mr. Watiacr. Never did. 

Senator Fercuson. 1 will not require him to answer the other ques- 
tion, then. 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. On the record. 

Do you know whether or not Laura Ophelia Dennis is or ever was 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Watuace. I refuse to answer that one. 

Senator Frrauson, That is about somebody else; this is not about 
you. 

Mr. Watuacr. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Frrauson. I will order you to answer that question, 
whether or not you ever knew that she was. I do not see how that 
could incriminate you. 

Mr. Forer. It has been held in court in this very jurisdiction. 

Mr. Watzace. When you say—I don’t know, I don’t know her. I 
met her. I met her. 

Senator Fercuson. And for that reason, you do not know whether 
she is, or not ? 

Mr. Watxace. I don’t know her. 

Mr. Arens. How could you answer, in the initial phase, then, pos- 
sibly have incriminated you? 

Mr. Watxace. For the simple reason, you said do I know her; 
did I know her—— 

Mr. Arens. I asked you if you knew whether or not Laura Ophelia 
Dennis is or has been a member of the Communist Party, and you 
claimed your privilege on that under the Constitution. 

Senator Frrcuson, He now changes his mind and says he does not 
know. 

Mr. Forer. I think the confusion results in that you said—— 

Mr. Waxtace. There I would have to claim my privilege. You 
see, by knowing the name, by you saying the name, I assumed that 
you had meant—— 

Mr. Arens. Let us start over again. 

Was there a lady that accompanied you on this trip whose last name 
was Dennis? 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not she is, or has ever been, 
a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully request to the chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Frrcuson. I understand counsel’s contention here, if the 
woman is a Communist and he knew her, and if a conspiracy charge 
was made. 

Mr. Forrr. The question is not whether he knows her. 

Senator Frrevuson. It is whether he knows her to be a Communist. 

Mr. Forer. I will tell you here how that works out. In the contempt 
cases that were tried here in the District, which were mostly un-Amert- 
can cases, but also some Senate cases, involving Field and Jaffee, the 
courts universally held, and about a half dozen district judges have 
passed on it, and the same thing is true in the Patricia Blau case in 
the Supreme Court, that a man can assert the privilege whether or not 
he knows somebody to be a Communist on the ground that that in 
itself gives a clue as to whether he himself is a Communist. 

Senator Frerevson. And if he was never tried for conspiracy, it 
would be of being a Communist with the other person. 

Mr. Forer. That is one way. 

The other way is that usually it is pretty much of an assumption 
that a person does not actually know that somebody else is a member 
of the Communist Party unless he himself is closely connected with 
it. 
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In the Patricia Blau case, the question was knowing who are the 
officers of the party. There are at least a dozen cases here in the 
District. 

Senator Frereuson. Of course, Counsel, this is not a court. 

Mr. Forrer. No, 1 am just telling you what the Court’s rulings are 
on the privilege. 

Senator Frrcuson. The reason I have not required this man to an- 
swer certain questions is that I think men who are Senators can draw 
certain conclusions. ‘The law says, for criminal cases, you cannot 
draw an inference from a man refusing to answer a question on the 
ground that it would tend to incriminate him. 

The presumption of innocence always exists; is that not true? 

Mr. Forer. That is right. 

Senator Frrcuson. But that is not true in a case like this. 

I am not going to require him to answer because the witness clearly 
demonstrates that he must be, or he could answer these questions. 
That is the reason I am not requiring him to answer. 

He speaks louder than a “Yes” answer. 

Mr. Forer. That is his privilege, Senator. 

Senator Frrauson. Yes, it is his privilege,, but it is also my priv- 
ilege to draw the other inference. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly answer this question: 

Do you know whether or not John Allen Johnson is, or has ever 
been, a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Wauiace. I would have to say I do not know the man, per- 
sonally. 

Mr. Arens. Was there a man that accompanied you on this trip 
by the name of Johnson ? 

Mr. Wattacr. Let me stop there for a second. 

A lot of these people I just met on the trip. In other words, you 
want me to say, from that trip, whether they are, or are not members 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. I just want you to say whether you know they are mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 

Senator Frercuson. He may have told you that he was. 

Mr. Arens. And you may not know. 

Senator Frrauson. And you may know. 

Mr. Watracr. I refuse to answer that on the ground that it may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Was there a woman who accompanied you on the trip 
by the name of Frances Evelyn Johnson ? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not she is, or ever has been, 
a member of the Communist Party # 

Mr. Wauuace. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Was there an individual who accompanied you on this 
trip by the name of William Melbourne Glenn ¢ 

Mr. Watxace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Mr. Glenn is, or ever has 
been, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Watuace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. Did an individual accompany you on the trip by the 
name of Oran Arnold Jenkins ? 

Mr. Waurace. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fercuson. Speak a little louder, please. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Mr. Jenkins is, or ever 
has been, a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Wauuacr. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. How many of the people on this list, who accompanied 
you on the trip, do you know were not members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Watuace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the quest ion. 

Senator Frrcuson. Will you read the question, please ? 

(The pending question, as above recorded, was read by the re- 
porter. ) 

Senator Frrevson. Under the circumstances, this not being a court 
of law, where a Senator or group of Senators in committees can draw 
inferences as they desire, and I do not think the presumption of inno- 
cence or the right to remain silent will not embarass him as it would 
be taken in a criminal case against him, that Lam not going to require 
him to answer. 

I am at liberty to draw the conclusion by him refusing to answer. 
You see what I am driving at, do you 4 

Mr. Forer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Frerevson. It is not a court of law. I know in a court of 
law that you can demand a direct answer. Here you do not have to 
because you can draw your own inference. 

There is no law against drawing the inference. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any persons who accompanied you on this 
trip concerning whom you have no information as to whether or not 
they are Communists ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. I do not follow that. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any of the people that accompanied you on 
the trip that you do not know whether or not they are Communists? 

Mr. Wattacer. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. You understood the question, did you not? 

Mr. Wauuiace. No; I didn’t even understand the question. The 
question is, to me, is there any other people on the trip that I don’t 
know whether they are Communists or not. 

Mr. Arens. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Wautacr. Then I refuse to answer on the ground that it may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Fercuson. Willie, you are going to convince me that these 
people were all Communists. 

Mr. Watuace. I mean the reversal of the preceding question 

Senator Ferguson. You are going to convince me that they all were 
Communists, with your answers. 

Why are we kidding each other?) Why are you trying to kid me on 
this question? You do not think for a minute that, with these an- 
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swers, you do not force me to draw the conclusions that they were all 
Communists. You do not have to answer that. 

Mr. Forer. He has also to think of what use the answers might be 
made against him elsewhere. 

Senator Frercuson. That is an entirely different thing, and that is 
why I am not compelling him to answer, because I certainly would 
not want this fellow to admit anything here that would be used in a 
court, a criminal case against him. 

But there is not any doubt, Counsel, that he compels a Senator to 
draw the conclusion that he was a Communist, and also all these peo- 
ple that went over with him were Communists. 

But that is for the purpose of this proceeding here. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever denounced communism / 

Mr. Watuace. I refuse to answer that one on the ground that it 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Ferguson. Do you know what a Communist is, Willie? Do 
you think you know? 

I do not want to have you incriminate yourself. But you do under- 
stand his questions, do you ¢ 

Mr. Waunace. Yes. He asked me if I had taken a position de- 
nouncing communism—that is what you said—and I refused to an- 
swer on the ground that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. In the case this country, the United States of America, 
got into a war with Communist Russia, where would your sympataies 
lie? 

Mr. Watnace. In the same way they did when they were at war 
with Germany, with America. 

Mr. Arens. Would you fight against Soviet Russia / 

Mr. Watxace. I would fight against any country. 

Senator Frreuson. That America was at war with? 

Mr. Wauiace. That America was at war with. 

Mr. Arens. Is it not a fact that the members of the Communist 
Party are supposed to have an allegiance to communism and to Soviet 
Russia, which supersedes their allegiance to the United States? 

Mr. Watuace. I don’t know anything about that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know what a Communist dupe is ¢ 

Mr. Wattacr. I don’t know anything about that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever—do you ever read in the papers about 
Communist dupes? 

Mr. Wauvace. I read the papers, but, I mean 

Seantor Fercuson. Are you a subscriber to the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Watuacer. No. 

Mr. Arens. You read it, though, do you not ¢ 

Mr. Watxiace. I read it, [read all the papers. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you have access to the Communist Daily 
W or ke or? 

Mr. Watuace. Whenever I see it, I read it. I mean, I don’t order it. 

Senator Frrauson. Does it come to your labor office? 

Mr. WALLACE. No. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you read it; at home? 

Mr. Wautace. No. I mean, whenever I see it, I read it. That is all. 

Mr, Arens. Where do you see it when you read it? Do you pick 
it up off the newsstand, or pick it up at the headquarters, or where do 
you see it ¢ 
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Mr. Watvacr. I have picked it up from a newsstand in New York. 
Mr. Arens. Do you buy it there? 
Mr. Watxace. I have bought it. MI 
Mr. Arens. This trip you were going to take, before the time that 

the union stepped in to pay your expenses, you were going to pay your 

own expenses, were you ¢ 


Mr. Wattace. Yes, sir. a 
Senator Frereuson. That look-see trip, that is an expression, is it 
not ¢ te 


Mr. Wauace. That is an expression. 

Senator Frrauson. That is an expression that you are going over 
there to look around and see what you could find out ? 

Mr. Watuace. That is right. 

Senator Frreuson. There is not any doubt that the labor union in 


Czechoslovakia is Communist, is there / of 
Mr. Wattace. I don’t know. I didn’t try to find out. I wasn’t ka 
interested. bi 
Senator Ferevson. Would you not think that, in Moscow, it would of 
be Communist ? 
Mr. Watace. I didn’t try to find out. yt 
Senator Fercuson. Is not everything in Russia Communist? 
Mr. Wattace. I don’t know. 
Senator Fereuson. I mean all the organizations. 
Mr. Wauuace. I don’t know. I wouldn't know. R 
i! 


Mr. Arens. Who were these officers that sent you over? I under- 
stood you to say you talked things over with the president. Was that 
Fitzgerald, or who was that ? 

Mr. Watuace. No, there is a breakdown there. I work out of the “a 





district office, the president of the district. ™ 
Mr. Arens. Who is he? 
Mr. Wauiace. James McLeish. ™ 
Mr. Arens. Spell that for the record, 
Mr. Watuace. Mc-L-e-i-s-h. sexi 
Senator Frercuson. Who issued the checks to you, or bought your 
tickets ? 
Mr. Waxacr. James McLeish. 7 
Senator Frravuson. He bought your ticket ? “a 
Mr. Watuace. No; he issued the checks. 
Senator Frrcuson. Issued the checks to you, and you went to the 
Air France and bought your ticket ? _ 
Mr. Wattace. No. I told him I had made arrangements with this 
Mr. Velson, since he could get it cheaper for me, to get a ticket for me. . 
He said O. K. 7 
Senator Frrcuson. Why did you go on Air France and not on the i 
American line, TWA, or American? a 
Mr. Watiace. I didn’t have anything to do with that. I just told : 
him to get me a ticket and get it as cheap as possible. He got it on 
Air France. 
Mr. Arens. Did he identify himself to you when he called you on the ’ 
telephone? ( 
Mr. Watiace. No. ’ 
Senator Frreuson. Would you know where to find him now? ’ 
Mr. Watxacr. I have his telephone number. ' 
Senator Ferauson. Spring what? t the 
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Mr. Wattace. It is Spring something; that is all. I have it on file 
in my office. 

Senator Frrauson. What was it? 

Mr. Watiace. Spring 7—I don’t know the last four numbers. 

Mr. Arens. Did it not occur to you that it was a little unusual for 
a man to call you on the phone and say, “I understand you are going 
to Europe. There area number of other people going, too. We want 
to arrange a party”? 

Mr. Wauuace. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. McLiesh go? 

Mr. Wauiace. No; he didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. How did he identify himself to you ? 

Mr. Watiace. Mr. Velson? No; he just called up. Then, on top 
of that, I mean, I had heard, prior to that, who he was, because you 
know, in starting Inquiring, and the previous secretary was her hus- 
band, so—I mean, I wasn’t too much taken aback or too much afraid 
of trusting him. 

Senator Fereuson. How long before the May Day celebration did 
you land in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Watnace. One day, two days. 

Senator Frrevson. One or two days? 

Mr. Watnace. Only 2 days before. 

Senator Frrauson. Would you advise American workers to go to 
Russia to study their system ¢ 

Mr. Watiace. Yes; I would—not to study their system, to see 

Senator Fercuson. I was not as fortunate as you. I made an appli- 
cation for a passport and they would not give it to me. You did not 

seem to have much trouble getting one. How do you account for that ? 

Mr. Wauxiace. That is the oniy way I can see it, the only way I 
can see itis that [belong toa trade union. That is all. 

(nd the invitation was forthcoming. At that time, they also told 
ne they would want more such delegations to go over. 

Mr. Arens. Like your delegation ? 

Mr. Waniace. Well, after all, the CIO was over there. That is 
what decided me on going, because of the CIO being over there. 
Carey himself was over there. 

Mir. AkENs. Carey was at the May Day celebration ? 

Mr. Watiace. Sure. He has a book out. That is what decided 

ie ON going. 

Mr. Arens. He was at the May Day? 

Mr. Waxiutacer. I don’t know. 

Mr. Forer. He was at an earlier celebration. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, you are under oath. Do you know what 
in oath means ? 

Mr. Wauiace. Sure. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of a church ? 

Mr. Wanace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What church do you belong to? 

Mr. Wattace. Blessed Sacrament in Elizabeth. 

Senator Ferguson. What denomination ? 

Mr. Watxace. Catholic. 

Mr. Arens. When did you last attend church ? 

Mr. Watiace. Right after I come back—May 28, June—June was 

e last time I had been to church. 


SUSOT D1 7 
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Mr. Arens. Do they have churches in Russia ‘ 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Senator Ferguson. Did you attend church in Russia ¢ 

Mr. Wattace. Yes. 

Senator Ferauson. You did? 

Mr. Wauiace. Yes. 

Senator Frercuson. Catholic Church / 

Mr. Watiace. No; 1 went toa Russian Orthodox. 

Senator Frerauson. Was that in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Wauuace. No: it was in Leningrad. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Wallace, did Mr. Velson intend to go on this trip 
with your party / 

Mr. Wanracre. No. 

Mr. Durry. How many of this group of people that you previously 
looked at left New York with you on the same plane / 

Mr. Wauiace. The previous group, the group that I had met with, 
was five orsix. All of them went on the same plane with me. 

Mr. Durry. Only five or six ¢ 

Mr. Wauiace. All of those people that I had met prior, except Mr. 
Velson, went on that same plane. 

Mr. Durry. Well, is this group of people represented on this list ? 

Mr. WAuiace. Yes, the entire group, except Louise Elizabeth Wedl. 
‘I don’t know whether she went, or not. But otherwise, the entire 
group went. 

I didn’t meet all of them prior to going. 





Mr. Durry. But you all left New York together on the same plane é : 
Mr. Watiace. Yes. 
Mr. Durry. Now these people are from different parts of the coun- ' 
try; isthat correct / e 
Mr. Watiace. Yes. 
Mr. Durry. Is Mrs. Shavelson related to Mr. Velson / 
Mr. Wannace. I don’t know. . 
Mr. Durry. Did you have any conversation with her during the 
trip! 
Mr. Watiace. Yes, I did, but only on general stuff, nothing per- 
sonal. ' 
Mr. Durry. When did you first apply for your passport ? 
Mr. Wauwace. | first applied for my passport about April, April 15 
or 14,something around there. 
Mr. Durry. And at that time, you intended to go by boat ? 
Mr. Wauiace. By boat. 
Mr. Durry. When did you meet this Mr. Charles Velson / 
Mr. Watxiace. The first call I got from him was April the 14th, 
April the 14th. I then met him April the 15th. He called me April 
the 14th: I met him April the 15th, and then my next meeting with 
him was about April the 19th. 
Mr. Durry. Would it not be more accurate to say that Mr. McLiesh. 
is it—he is the president of your district ¢ 
Mr. Wauuace. Yes. . 
Mr. Durry. Would it not be more accurate to say that through him 
you met Mr. Velson ¢ : 


Mr. Waunace. No. 
Mr. Durry. Then Mr. Velson just picked your name out of the clea: 4 
blue somehow ? ¢ 
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. Mr. Wattace. I don’t know how he got my name. I mean, the first 
reference that I had to Mr. Velson was when he called me on the 14th. 

Mr. Durry. Is that how he contacted all these other people who 
went with you ? 

Mr. Wauuace. I don’t know. 

Mr. Durry. Did you consider yourself part of the delegation when 
you left New York ? 

Mr. Wauiace. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Durry. Did these other people ? 

Mr. Watiacr. No, not until we hit France. 

Mr. Durry. You all met one another before you left New York, 
did you not / 

Mr. Watiacr. Not all of us: no. 

Mr. Durry. Well, the majority of them, with the exception of per- 
haps one or two? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes; I would say that they either met at the air- 
port, or somewhere. 

Mr. Durry. You knew you were all bent on a common purpose; 
you were going more or less Oh a Common point, were you not ¢ 

Mr. Wanntace. Yes: we were going on a look-see tour. 

Mr. Durry. Where were these others going’ Were they going to 
France the same as you were / 

Mr. Wat ACK, No: ] checked some of their passports, I checked 
some of them after I got in France, and some of them were made out 
for Italy. 

Senator Frrauson. You told me, did you not, that this man teld you 
that there were others going on a similar trip, and you changed your 
attitude and went as a labor-union delegate / 

Mr. Watuace. Yes. 

Senator Frreuson, And you knew they were going as such, repre- 
sentatives of labor unions. 

Mr. Watuace. Yes: that is what I told him. 

Senator Frercuson. When did you first hear about Russia ¢ 

Mr. Wa. ice. I didn’t hear about Russia until I got to France, 
until about 2 days after I got in France did I hear about Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Who told you about it 4 

Mr. WALLACE. About being able to go to Russia i 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wauiace. The CGT, Confederation of Trade Unions. 

Senator Ferguson, How long have you known the counsel 

Mr. Wattacr, I met him today. 

Senator Frerauson. You came down here without a counsel ? 

Mr. Watnacr. |] came down with a counsel. 

Senator Frreuson. You mean your lawyer came down with you? 

Mr. Forer. I will be glad to exp ‘lain it to vou. 

Mr. Wannace. Leame down with a counsel. 

Senator Ferguson. With a lawyer? 

Mr. Watiace. With a lawyer. But, at the same time, when I got 
this subpena I didn’t know what it was all about. I contacted my 
personal counsel up in New York, up in New Jersey, and asked him 
What it was all about. 

Mr. Arens. Is he the counsel to the United Electrical Workers, too ? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. What is his name? 
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Mr. Wattace. Morton Davis. He told me to pick up the subpena 
and he would discuss the whole thing with me. He said, “I havé 
never been to this kind of hearing before. I don’t know anything 
about what it is about. I would advise you to get a counsel in Wash- 
ington who knew what it was all about.” 

I told him I didn’t know any of the counsels in Washington, “Will 
you make the trip with me?” 

Senator Fercuson. And to get you a counsel ? 

Mr. Watxace. To get me a counsel. 

Senator Frercuson. Who is paying for your counsel? Will the 
labor union do that ? 

Mr. Watxace. I haven’t worked that out with them. It is a per- 
sonal thing, and it is not against the labor union. 

Senator Frercuson. It is not against the labor union? 

Mr. Watwace. As far as this is concerned, it is a personal thing. 

After discussing it with the officers when I go back, if they decide 
that it is a union responsibility, then they will decide. If they de- 
cide that it is a personal responsibility, then I will have to work that 
out with counsel. 

Mr. Durry. During the course of your flight over to France, did 
you have discussions with this group of 15 or 16 people? 

Mr. Wattace. I had no discussions with anyone but Alex Wright 
and Esther Goldberg. 

Mr. Durry. How about Alex Sirota? 

Mr. Watiacr. He didn’t go with me. 

Mr. Durry. Did you carry your own tickets? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. Or did one person have the tickets for the group? 

Mr. Watuace. I had my own tickets. I always had them. 

Mr. Durry. Where did you land? At Orly Field? 

Mr. Watiace. Yes, at Orly, and no one met us there. No one met 
us until we got to the Air France terminal, when CGT, a group of 
workers, met us. 

Mr. Durry. When did you land at Orly, at Orly Field ¢ 

Mr. Watuace. I left the 22d, I arrived in the 23d. 

Mr. Durry. And how long did you stay in Paris? 

Mr. Wat.acer. I stayed in Paris, I think, about 4 days. 

Mr. Durry. Did you stay with the delegation ? 

Mr. Wattacer. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. Where did you stay ? 

Mr. Wattace. At the London Hotel, it is. 

Mr. Durry. Is that in Paris? 

Mr. Wautace. That is in Paris. 

Mr. Durry. Is it out near the airport? 

Mr. Wauace. No. 

Senator F'erauson. How do you like Paris? 

Mr. Watuace. It is all right. 

Senator Fercuson. Do you like Moscow better than Paris? 

Mr. Watuacer. No, I like Paris fine. 

Senator Frrcuson. What about New York? Do you like Moscow 
better than New York? 

Mr. Wauxace. After all, my home is New York. 

Senator Frrcuson. You were pretty glad to get back, then? 

Mr. Wattace. Definitely. 





: 
; 
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Mr. Durry. Do you ever read the CIO News? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Dourry. Did you ever see this clipping from the CIO News? 

Mr. Wauuace. Yes, I did. 

Senator Ferauson. They will make you a big shot there, Willie. 

Mr. Watxace. Yes, I had seen it. 

Mr. Arens. This will be marked as exhibit No. 1. 

(Document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 1” 
the record.) 

Senator Frerauson. All right, thank you very much. 

(Thereupon, at 3:45 p. m., the hearing was recessed, subject to the 
call of the Chair.) 


and filed for 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL OF SUBVERSIVES BEHIND THE 
IRON CURTAIN ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1951 


UNrtrep STATES SENATE, 
SupcoMMiIrrer To INvesTIGATE THE ADMINIs- 
TRATION OF THE INTERNAL SeEcuRITY ACT 
ND Oruer [INTERNAL Security Laws, 
or THE COMMITTEE OF THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:20 a. m., in room 424, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Willis Smith presiding. 

Present: Senator Smith. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member; Mitchel M. Carter and Edward R. Duffy, 
investigators. 

Senator Smiriu. The committee will come to order. 

Who is the witness this morning ¢ 

Mr. Arens. If the chairman please, the witness is Mrs. Clara 
Shavelson. Mrs. Shavelson, would you kindly stand and be sworn. 

Senator Smirn. Will you hold up your right hand. Do you 
solemnly swear that the testimony you shall give in this proceeding 
before 2 duly constituted subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee 
of the United States Senate, will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. CLARA SHAVELSON, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK; 
ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID REIN, ATTORNEY AT LAW, WASHING- 
TON, D. C. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name and resi- 
dence? 

Mrs. Suavetson. My name is Mrs. Clara Shavelson. I reside at 
145 Lincoln Road, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented today by counsel? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Counsel David Rein. 

Mr. Rer. The reporter already has the spelling, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Will counsel kindly identify himself? 

Mr. Retry. David Rein, R-e-i-n. 

Mr. Arens. And is counsel a lawyer here in Washington, D, C.? 

Mr. Rern. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. What is your address? 

Mr. Rery. 711 Fourteenth Street NW. 

91 
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Senator Smiru. You are associated with whom? 

Mr. Rex. In the law firm of Forer & Rein. 

Senator Smiru. Mrs. Shavelson, you are appearing today in re- 
sponse to a subpena which was served upon you by a representative 
of the Internal Security Subcommittee? 

Mrs. SHavetson. That is right. 

(Off the record.) 

Mr. Rex. Mrs. Shavelson is hard of hearing, so it may be necessary 
sometimes to repeat questions to her. 

Mr. Arens. I will raise my voice, also. 

Where were you born, Mrs. Shavelson ? 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. In Russia. 

Mr. Arens. When were you born ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. 1886, March 28. 

Mr. ArEns. When did you come to the United States? 

Mrs. Suavetson. In 1904. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I am. 

Mr. Arens. You procured your citizenship by derivation from 
your father, did you not ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. I became a citizen with my husband, on my 
husband’s papers, in 1913. 

Mr. Arens. I see. You were not yourself naturalized, however ? 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. No. 

Mr. Arens. You had derivative citizenship through your husband ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you live? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I live at 145 Lincoln Road, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. What was your husband’s name ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Joseph. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us the name of your children? 

Mrs. Suavetson. One son I have is Irving. His name is now 
Velson instead of Shavelson. He has changed his name a long time 
ago, dropped part of the full name. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any other children? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I have a daughter, Martha. She is married. 

Mr. Arens. What is her name now ? 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. Schaffer, Martha Schaffer. S-c-h-a-f-f-e-r, 

Mr. Arens. Where does your son work? Where is he employed? 

Mrs. SuHaverson. I think with the automobile workers union. 

Mr. Arens. In what city ? 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. In New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Is he an employee of the union ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think he is an organizer. I say I think because 
I never knew the exact thing what he is doing there. 

Mr. Arens. Where is your daughter employed ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. My daughter is married. She is not employed. 

Mr. Arens. What is your son’s address? 

Mrs. SHaveison. 789 Backford Avenue. 

Mr. Arens. New York City? 

Mrs. Suavetson. New York City, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. What is your daughter’s address ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. 78 Wilson Avenue, Neptune City, N. J. 
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Mr. Arens. Where was your daughter employed prior to the time 
that she became married ¢ 

Mrs. Suavenson. I knew the man was an exporter, but I wouldn’t 
even remember where. It has been quite some time. I don’t think 
I even know where she was employed. All I remember is that he 
was an exporter, but I wouldn’t know any more about it. 

Mr. Arens. In what city was she employed ? 

Mrs. SHaAvetson. Here, in New York City. 

Mr. Arens. This is in Washington. You mean she was employed 
in New York City ¢ 

Mrs. Suaveison. Yes. I forget that I am in Washington now. 

Mr. Arens. Was your daughter ever employed by AMTORG? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever made a trip outside the United States? 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. I did. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mrs. SuHaveison. [I made one trip at the end of 1934. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I went to Paris, and I went to England, and I 
went to Russia. 

Mr. Arens. In whose company were you on this trip in 1934? 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. By myself. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made any other trips outside the country? 

Mrs. SuHavevson. | have made a trip very recently. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I left New York City the 22d of May. 

Mr. Arens. Of what vear? 

Mrs. Suavetson, Of 1951 

Mr. Arens. Where did you goé 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Originally I intended to go to England and 
France. That is where I thought I would go. However, I went 
farther. 

Mr. Arens. Where all did you go? 

Mrs. SuHavecson. I went to Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me, if I interrupt. You said in May. Didn't 
you mean in April? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh. I probably made a mistake. You will for- 
giveme. Yes;it wasin April. You are right. 

Mr. Arens. If you will proceed to tell us where you went. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I went to France first. From France I went to 
Czechoslovakia. And I went to Poland and I went to Russia, and 
[ went to Italy. I didn’t get a chance to go to England. 

Mr. Arens. Who all accompanied you on this trip ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, we were a number of trade-union people. 

Mr. Arens. Was Alex Sirota along with you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON, He was. 

Mr. Arens. Was Carrie Mae Ellis along with you? 

Mrs. Suaverson. There was a Carrie. I don’t know the second 
names. I never learned the second names. 

Mr, Arens. Was Moses Wechsler along with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. There was a Murray. The second names I 
wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Was there a Moses along with you? 
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Mrs. Suavetson. Moses? Probably. 

Mr. Arens. Was there a Frank Wed] that went with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. William Aloysious W allace, a Negro? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. John Francis Balovent 

Mrs. Suavetson. John Francis Holloran? I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Was Joseph De Rosa along with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Joseph De Rosa? 1 probably wouldn’t know the 
names. I don’t get to know names and remember them. I mean, some 
I remember. Some I don’t. Maybe there was. 

Mr. Arens. There were about 16 people who went with you on this 
trip? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Esther Goldberg ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Charles Irving Velson? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. William M. Glenn ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. William M.-Glenn? Yes; I think there was a 
Glenn. 

Mr. Arens. Allen Richard Greenfield? If you don’t recall, just 
say you don't recall. Lam not trying to— 

Mrs. Smaverson. I just don’t recall. I can’t remember all the 
hames. 

Mr. Arens. I am just going to read a few more names here, and if 
vou recall any more of them, you tell us. If you don’t recall you tell 
us, if you please. 

Anselmo De Castro Francis ? 

Mrs. Suravevtson. There was a Francis, but I would not know the 
other names. 

Mr. Arens. Isaac Alexander Wright / 

Mrs. SuAvetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. By yes, 1 assume you mean yes, he was along on the 
trip? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Oran Arnold Jenkins? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. There might have been. I don’t know. 

Mr, Arens. John Allen Johnson ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think there was a Johnson. 

Mr. Arens. Laura Ophelia Dennis? 

Mrs. Suavetson. There might have been. I am sorry; I can’t re- 
eall them. 

Mr. Arens. I am not asking you to make any statements here that 
you don’t have an accurate recollection of. 

Mrs. SHavetson. I am not so sure. 

Mr. Arens. Francis Ophelia Johnson ? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Frances Ophelia Johnson? ‘There might have 
been one. 

Mr. Arens. Frances Evelyn Johnson. I beg your pardon. Fran- 
ces Evelyn Johnson. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. You think she was along on the trip? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I think so. 
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Mr. Arens. You think she was along on the trip ? 
Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 
Mr. Arens. What caused you to make this trip to leave the United 


States ¢ 


Mrs. Suavetson. Well, I tell you, gentlemen, something very grave 
happened to me just prior to that. I lost my husband. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That was the 10th of January. I lived with this 
man for 39 years, and we were very happy. He died suddenly. It 
just affected me terrifically, to the extent that I couldn’t even as much 
as open my own door. I didn’t know what I was going to do. I felt 
I must have some change, must do something which would take me 
out of this. Then I was told about this trip. 

Mr. Arens. Who told you about this trip? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. My son. 

Mr. Arens. How did he happen to know about it? 

Mrs. Suaventson. IT don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. What did he tell you? 

Mrs, Suavetson. He told me that a trip of a group of trade-union 
people were going to Europe. Do I think I would want to go on it. 
I thought that I might be a very good thing for me to do, because it 
would be something different than just an ordinary vacation. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us about it, if you please, how you made contact 
with the people who arranged the trip. Just tell us what happened. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t know any other contact, but I was asked 
whether I would like to go. 

Mr. Arens. Your son asked you whether you would like to go? 

Mrs. Suravetson. And I said I certainly would. 

Mr. Arens. Did he tell you who was going to pay your expenses $ 

Mrs. Suavetson. He didn’t tell me who was going to pay expenses. 
He wanted to know whether I wanted to pay my expenses. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay your expenses ? 

Mrs. Suavenson. IT did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay all of your expenses ? 

Mrs. Siravetson, All of my expenses, 

Mr. Arens. I understood you to say it was a group of trade-union 
people going. Were you a trade-unionist 7 

Mrs. Suaverson. Lama member of a trade-union. I am a worker. 

Mr. Arens. What trade-union / 

Mrs. Suavenson. I] am with the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union. 

Mr. Arens. Do you work for the garment workers union ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No, I work in a shop to this very day, but T am 
a member of the union and I am a founder of this union since 1909. 

Mr. Arens. Just tell us what happened. Your son, as I understand 

, asked you if you would like to take this trip abroad with a group 
of trade-union people ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. And I said TI would. 

Mr. Arens. Just tell us what happened. 

Mrs. Suaverson. Nothing more. I was told that I would have to 
go and make an application for a passport. 

Mr. Arens. Who told you that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, I knew that from before. 
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Mrs. Arens. Did you see any of these people that you made the trip 
with prior to the time—— 

Mrs. Suavetson. No, Th ad no knowledge of any people whatso- 
ever. In fact, I didn’t know who they were, with the exception of a 
couple that I know from New York. The others I didn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Who are the two that you knew, if you please? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I knew Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Alex Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. You knew Mr. Sirota. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I knew him. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to know him? 

_ Mrs. Suavetson. How I happened to know him? Well, I don’t 

ally remember at the time, but I knew when I saw him that this 
man was Alex Sirota. I can’t tell you. I mean it is not something, 
when you live in New York and know about a person, that you have 
to remember when or where. 

Mr. Arens. Did you meet him in the course of your work or just 
how did you come in contract with Mr. Sirota? That is what the 
committee is interested in. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I didn’t come in contact with him at all. When 
I saw him I knew I knew the man. 

Mr. Arens. There are about 8 million people in New York City, 
aren't there? How did you happen to know Mr. Sirota from the 8 
million people in New York City? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t understand the question very well, I am 
sorry. I just don’t know how you would go about answering it. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Shavelson, you have told us that you knew Mr. 
Sirota. 

Mrs. SuHavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Thus far, as 1 interpret your testimony, you have 
been unable to tell us how you happened to know him. 

Mrs. Suaverson. I knew him from a long time that this man was 
Alex Sirota, like you sometimes meet people. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you met him? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t even know where I met him. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you last see him prior to the time that you 
saw him making arrangements for this trip ? 

Mrs. SHaverson. I didn’t see him make arrangements for the trip. 
I say I saw him when I met the rest of them, probably. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you meet the rest of them, then? 

Mrs. SHavetson. On the airport. 

Mr. Arens. The first time you saw Sirota was when you saw him at 
the airport? 

Mrs. Suaveson, Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any conversations with him prior to 
the time you saw him at the airport? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. I had my children with me and my grand- 
children and I was busy with them. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know of his participation in this arrange- 
ment for people going to Europe? 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. In fact, I hadn’t even talked to him when I 
saw him. But merely. like you know somebody—I don’t know this 
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gentleman. Let’s say if I am introduced or remember his name or 
met him, I will say this man was introduced so and so. 

Mr. Arens. Has Mr. Sirota ever been in your home? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Never. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to his home? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Never. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to meetings with him? 

Mrs. SHaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know anything about his Communist affilia- 
tions? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Communist affiliations ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, ma’am. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t answer such a question at all. 

Mr. Arens. Why not? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Because this might tend to incriminate me, and I 
think that the provision there in the fifth amendment gives me the 
privilege not to answer questions which would incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Mr. Sirota is a Com- 
munist ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. I just answered that, 1 can’t answer on this ques- 
tion because I wouldn't answer anything which I think would incrim- 
inate me. 

Senator Smirn. What about him, though? You aren’t trying to 
protect him ? 

Mrs. Suavecson. I have nothing to do with him. 

Senator Smitu. But Mr. Arens asked you whether or not you knew 
if Mr. Sirota was a Communist. That didn’t involve you. That is 
involving Mr. Sirota. 

Mrs. Suavetson. It may involve Mr. Sirota, but I still insist that 
[ wouldn't answer this question either way because I think that it tends 
to incriminate me and I wouldn’t answer it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that if Mr. Sirota is a Communist, your 
knowledge of that fact would tend to incriminate you 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. I refuse to answer this question, gentlemen. I 
told you that anything that has to do with these things I refuse to 
answer on the grounds that I have a privilege in the fifth amendment 
that I am not to answer a question which I personally think would 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. You say you are not going to answer questions about 
these things. What things are you talking about! We just asked you 
about one man here. 

Mrs. SHAveLsoN. You asked me about one man, sure. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest to the chairman 
that the witness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Retn. May I be heard on that / 

Senator Smiru. No, not on that. Iam going to direct her to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Rein. I would like to be heard on why I think she is entitled 
not to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. No, I am going to direct her to answer the question. 
This is not the place to argue it. I am going to see that your client 
is protected just as well as you are, you unde rstand, 

Mr. Rein. I would like to give you my view on the law. 
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Senator Smiru. I don’t need any view on the law. We direct you to 
answer the question, Ask again about Mr. Sirota and make the dis- 


tinction between her and Mr. Sirota. 


Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Mr. Alex Sirota is a 


Communist ? 


Mrs. SHAveELsON. I refuse to answer this question because this will 
intend to incriminate me, so I think, and on this basis I take the 
privilege that is given me under the fifth amendment and I will not 
answer the question. 

Senator SmiTH. The Chair directs you to answer that question as to 
Mr. Sirota, not as to yourself, but as to Mr. Sirota. 

Mrs. Suaverson. I wouldn't know, anyway, I don’t know these 
things. How could I know what other people are / 

Senator Smiru. Is that your answer, that you don’t know ? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. No, my answer—— 

Senator Smiru. Or that you refuse to answer. I am just trying 


to get it straight now. 


Mrs. Suave.son. I refuse to answer that question, gentlemen. 
Senator Smirn. Then you say you do or you don't know! / 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Look—— 

Mr. Retry. I think the witness has answered. 

Senator Smiru. Never mind. Understand—— 

Mrs, Smaverson. That I answer the question whether I know that 


Mr. Sirota is or was a Communist ? 


Senator SmiTH. That is right. 

Mrs. Suaveison. I think by my answering this question that may 
tend to incriminate me, regardless of what other questions you may 
ask me, and on this basis I refuse to answer, taking the privilege that 
is given to me under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Smirx. Do you understand your privilege extends to Mr. 
Sirota or his privilege to you / 

Mrs. Suavetson. I am not a lawyer. I am just a working woman. 
Senator Smirn. You seem to understand what you just said about 
the effect of the constitutional provision you referred to. Iam asking 
you, do you understand that the privilege extended to your not answer- 
ing about somebody else ? 

Mr. Retry. May I consult with my client, Mr. Chairman? 
(Witness and lawyer conferring.) 

Senator Smrrn. Let us get along now. Are you going to answer 


about Mr. Sirota or not? 


Mrs. Suavetson. No. T still believe that this would tend to inerim- 
inate me and I will not answer the question. 

Mr. Rein. She will not answer this question about Mr. Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. What do you know about Mr. Sirota ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Not a thing. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Not a thing. 

Mr. Arens. Then I take it you don’t know whether or not he is a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Suavenson. I don’t know a thing about Mr. Sirota. All I 


know is that he is connected with the furniture workers union. That 
is all I know. 


Mr. Arens. How did you know that? 
Mrs. Suave son. I used to see his name. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you belong to the furniture workers union ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. What ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Did you belong to the same union with him ? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever run for public office ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. What did you say? 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever run for public office 2 

Mrs. Suavenson. | don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Weren't you a candidate for alderman in 19314 

Mrs. Suave.son. I refuse to answer on this question also due to the 
fact that this would tend to incriminate me, and I take the privilege 
of the fifth amendment not to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. You said you don’t think you were a candidate a min- 
ute ago. Were you a candidate ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I refuse to answer this question because this ques- 
tion would tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smrex. How do you think it would incriminate you to say 
whether or not you were « ‘andid: ate fora public office ? 

Mrs. SuAvieson. There are some things which may incriminate me 
and I don’t want to answer. 

Senator Smiriu. How do you say it would incriminate you to answer 
the question whether or not you ran for public office Is there some- 
thing criminal about running for public office ? 

Mr. Arens. The chairman here ran for public office. 

Mr. Rey. He was elected. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I will not answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfuly suggest—— 

Senator SmitH. The Chair directs you to answer th: it question. Are 
you going to answer or not? ‘That is what we want to know. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I do want to get this privilege of the fifth amend- 
ment not to answer a question which I think will incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Shavelson, you understand your declination to 
answer these questions is at your peril, do vou not ( 

Mrs. Suavetson. Is at my what / 

Mr. Arens. Your peril. That you, if you refuse to answer a ques- 
tion which the committee has a right to ask you, can be held in con- 
tempt of this committee. You ‘i that, do you not? Do you know 
that ? 

Senator Smiru. Let her consult with her lawyer. That is the rea- 
son I want to make clear the difference between answering about 
Sirota and about herself. 

( Witness and counsel conferring. ) 

Mrs. Suavetson. I repeat that I will not answer this question be- 
cause this will tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now answer this question, please. You understand 
that your refusal to answer questions of this committee, which the 
committee has a right to ask you, can place you in contempt of this 
committee? Do you understand that ¢ 

Mrs. Suavenson. I understand that, yes, but I still say that I have 
a right not to answer questions which 1 think will incriminate me. 
Doesn't the fifth amendment give me this privilege / 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the American Commit- 
tee for the Protection of the Foreign Born? 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. 
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Mr. Arens. Didn’t you in 1943 speak at a rally at Bedloe Island, 
the Statue of Liberty, at a meeting under the sponsorship of the 
American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been associated, affiliated with the Inter- 
national Workers Order? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend a birthday testimonial given by the 
International Workers Order for Max Bedacht? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. In October 1943? 

Mrs. Suaveison. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. What was your association with the International 
Workers Order ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Just a member. 

Mr. Arens. When did you join? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I don’t remember when. I wouldn’t know when. 

Mr. Arens. Has it been as much as 10 years ago? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Maybe. 

Mr. Arens. Has it been as much as 20 years ago? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been a member of the International 
Workers Order ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. It might be 10, it might be more. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the International Workers Order 
now ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I am still a member of the International Workers 
Order. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever served on any committees of the Inter- 
national Workers Order? 

Mrs. Suaveison. On any committees? I can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been out to the farm at Walkill, N. Y.? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Was I ever there? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. SHaverson. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? The farm is identified further as the 
Briehl farm, B-r-i-e-h-l. Have you been to the Briehl farm at Walkill, 
N. Y.? 

Mrs. SHaverson. I have been there once on my vacation, that is 
right. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t understand what you said. 

Mrs. SHavevson. I was there for my vacation once. 

Mr. Arens. You have been there more than once, haven’t you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think once, maybe twice. I wouldn’t know. It 
was a long time ago. 

Mr. Arens. Who operates that farm? 

Mrs. Suavetson. A man by the name of Brigg. 

Mr. Arens. It is a Communist Party school, is‘it not ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, no. It was just an ordinary farm. It is where 
you eat and you serve yourself. 

Mr. Arens. Has your deceased husband ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. SuHavevson. I refuse to answer such questions when my hus- 
band is dead, and I refuse to answer because it will tend to incrim- 
inate me, gentlemen. 
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Mr. Arens. Has your husband ever been a candidate for public 
office ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that in 1986 your hus band was 
a Communist Party candidate for the New York State Assembly from 
the Second District in Kings County and ask you to affirm or deny that 
statement / 

Mrs. Suaverson. My husband? That is very wrong information. 
Furthermore, I refuse to answer questions which I am sure will in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Arens. If your husband has not been a candidate for public 
office, how could your answer on that question by any stretch of the 
imagination tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, because I see from the questions that you 
are trying to ask me questions which have nothing to do with me and 
nothing to do with my husband, I would say even, and I don’t want 
to answer to these questions because I am sure that these questions 
would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Has your husband ever been a candidate for public 
office ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I don’t remember. I don’t recall that. 

Mr. Arens. Weren't you a candidate on the Communist Party tick- 
et for alderman from the thirty-first district of the Bronx in 1931? 

Mrs. SHaverson. Gentlemen, you asked me this question before, 
and my answer was that I will not answer this question because this 
will intend to incriminate me, and I think I have a perfect right to 
use the privilege that is given me under the fifth amendment so that 
I don’t get incriminated. 

Mr. Arens. Weren't you chairman of the Women’s New York City 
Central Committee of the International Workers Order ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Maybe I was. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. To be more specific, weren't you in July of 1941 chair- 
man of the Women’s New York C ity Centr: al Committee of the Inter- 
national Workers Order ¢ 

Mrs. SHAvetson. I might have been. 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am ? 

Mrs. SHAveELsoN. I probably was. I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been in the Jefferson School of Social 
Science ? 

Mrs. SHavenson, Oh, ves. I took Shakespeare there. 

Mr. Arens. You took Shi akespeare at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science / 

Mrs. Suraverson. Uh-huh. 

Mr. Arens. You were one of the founders of the Jefferson School of 
Social Sciences, weren’t you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last time you were at the Jefferson School 
of Social Science ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, I was only there once, and might be about 5 
vears. You don’t keep dates of such things. 

Mr. Arens. You know of course the Jefferson School of Social 
Science has been cited by agencies of this Government as a Com- 


munist front, do you not, or a Communist organization? Did you 
know that? 


Mrs. Suaventson. No. 
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Mr. Arens. Was your husband a charter member of the Inter- 
national Workers Order ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think he was. 

Mr. Arens. Did your husband solicit signatures for the Stockholm 
peace pledge in the neighborhood there whe ‘re you live in Brooklyn? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. My husband was a cardiac man, very sick. He 
couldn't even walk, and you are asking me such questions. 

Mr. Arens. Didn't your husband join the Communist Party in 
1920 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, gentlemen, I will not answer this question, 
because this will intend to incriminate me, and I use the privilege of 
the fifth amendment and I will not answer this question. 

Senator Smrru. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mrs. SuHavenrson. This I havea right. I wonder whether this right 
is as good for me as it is for you. If it is, if I have a privilege, gentle- 
men, if this privilege—— 

Senator Smirn. Then will you tell all you know about your Com- 
munist connections if I tell you all I know about mine? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I beg your pardon. 

Senator Smrru. Would you tell all you know about your Com- 
munist connections if I will tell all I know about mine? 

Mrs. SHAveLson. I have nothing totell. That is what I am answer- 
ing to you. 

Mr. Arens. Your son—what did you say his name was? 

Mrs. Suavevson. Irving. « 

Mr. Arens. Irving what ? 

Mrs. Suaveuson. Irving Velson. 

Mr. Arens. His name used to be Irving Wilson, didn’t it? 

Mrs. Suavetson, I don’t know about that. 

Mr. Arens. He has gone under the name of Wilson, has he not? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I wouldn't know about that. 

Mr. Arens. He has gone under the name of Velson, V-e-l-s-o-n? 

Mrs. SHAvELSoN. He goes under the name of Velson. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know of his contacts or connections with J. 
Peters ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavenson. I don’t know much about my son. 

Mr. Arens. Was your son ever president of local 13 of the Marine 
and Shipbuilding Workers, CLO, in New York ¢ 

Mrs. Suaventson. T wouldn't be able to know these things because I 
am a working woman, and I had a sick husband to attend. I couldn't 
very much go after to know what my son is or what he isn’t. 

Mr. Arens. You have had suflicient time to be active in the IWO, 
havent you? 

Mrs. Suaventson. I don't know what you call active. 

Mr. Arens. You have had sufficient time to be a candidate on the 
Communist Party ticket, haven’t you 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, gentlemen, I told you that I will i go 
into answers of questions just at random. I don’t remember. I don’t 
know. Maybe he was. Maybe he wasn’t. 

Mr. Arens. I am talking about you. You were a candidate on the 
Communist Party ticket, weren’t you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, I wouldn't answer this question because this 
will intend to incriminate me and I wouldn’t answer it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not your son is a member of 
the Communist Party ? 
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Mrs. Suavetson. I will not answer this question because this will, 
too, intend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Did your daughter work at AMTORG, the Russian 
Trading Corp. ¢ 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. No, I don’t think so. I am not sure. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact—— 

Mrs. SHaAvetson. I don’t know, Maybe she did. I am not answer- 
ing either way because I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. You signed some nominating petitions in your time, 
say back in 194574 

Mrs. Suavetson. On this question I will not answer this, too, will 
intend to incriminate me, and I think the privilege I can use from 
the fifth amendment I want to use it. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member or have you ever been a member 
of the West Brooklyn Jewish district committee of the International 
Workers Order ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON, I was. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON, No. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you a member 

Mrs. Suavetson. A couple of years, | eal say, When I lived there. 

Mr. Arens. Have vou ever circulated around these peace petitions 4 

Mrs. SHavetson. Which peace petitions ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Well, the New York Labor Peace Conference petitions. 

(Witness and counsel conferring. ) 

Mrs, Suavetson. Will you please repeat the question ¢ 

Mr. Arnens. Were you one of the signature collectors for the New 
York Labor Peace Conference 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. That was in July of 1950, was it not 4 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Shavelson, I lay before you a document which has 
been identified in these hearings as a photost: itic copy of a passport 
application, and ask you if that is your signature, Clara Shavelson, 
on this passport application. 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. This is a passport application that you made just prior 
to your trip to Europe in April of this year, 19514 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. I understood you to say a little while ago that you 
had initially planned on just going to France, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Suavevson. France and England I wanted to go to. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do when you arrived in France and Eng- 
land? Where did you go, what did you do? 

Mrs. Suavetson. In England I didn’t go. 

Mr. Arens. You didn’t go to England, you went to France. 

Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do when you got to France? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We were met by a committee of the trade-unions. 

Mr. Arens. What trade-unions? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They go under three letters, under the CGT, In- 
ternational Labor Organization, I think it stands for. 

Mr, Arens. They met your plane, did they ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They did. 
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Mr. Arens. That was at what airfield in France? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I was asked this question by my children and I 
couldn’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you in Paris? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I was in Paris about 3 days, I would say. 

Mr. Arens. Where all did you go? 

Mrs. SuHaveitson. Well, we went to see workers’ homes. Of course 
we went sightseeing. We went to establishments where they make 
clothes. JI was interested in the native trade workers. We spent 
time—we wanted to know how the workers lived, how they fared, what 
were their conditions, how did they work. So we had people who told 
us all about it. That is about all. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to go from France on this trip 
on in behind the iron curtain ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. You see, if it wouldn’t have been for some of 
the people of this trade-union, because we, to tell you the truth 

Mr. Arens That is what we want, we want you to tell us the truth. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I would have wanted to go, I wouldn’t have liked 
to go. I know it is impossible. I know that when we came there we 
spoke to some of the people and I expressed a desire, if it would only 
be possible I would like to go and see how these people, what is doing 
there. 

Mr. Arens. What is doing where? 

Mrs. Suavetson. In these countries, what is known as the iron 
curtain. They said they would try. If we can get visas, we will go. 
They tried and they got visas and we went. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive an invitation from behind the iron 
curtain prior to the time that you went back there ? 

Mrs. Suavevson. They didn’t even know that we were going to go 
there. 

Mr. Arens. I mean after you got to Paris, did you receive an invi- 
tation from the trade-unions behind the iron curtain, in Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hungary, and Russia, to visit them? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We were told—the invitations were received, they 
might have been received by the trade-union of Paris, but J didn't 
personally see them. They merely told us that we would be the guests 
of these trade-unions. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go first after you left Paris? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We went to Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you see in Czechoslovakia ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. As for myself I didn’t practically see anybody. 
I didn’t even see much of Czechoslovakia because I was sick with 
diarrhea, and I had to stay away. So I couldn’t say much about 
Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What expenses? 

Mr. Arens. The travel expenses from Paris on this trip behind the 
iron curtain ? 





Mrs. Suavevson. They told us that they got this payment from the 


trade-unions. 
Mr. Arens. Who is “they”? 
Mrs. Suavetson. The people of the CGT. 
Mr. Arens. In France / 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 105 


Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t speak the language, you understand. I 
don’t know French. 

Mr. Arens. I want to get this straight. The trade-union people 
that you were visiting in France told you, is that correct, that they had 
gotten the money for the trip from the—— 

Mrs. Suavevson. They didn’t say a thing about money. We will 
try and get visas, and then they took us to the plane and we went on 
the p slane. 

Mr. Arens. Didn't it occur to you it was kind of strange getting on a 
1} lane without a ticket that you paid for? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No; with tickets. I didn’t pay. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid for it ¢ 

Mrs. SHAveLSON. They got the ticket for us and gave me the ticket 
and I went. I didn’t even inquire. 

Mr. Arens. Who bought your ticket ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. The people of the CGT. 

Mr. Arens. They bought your ticket. 

Mrs. SuHaveuson. That is right. 

Mr. Ariens. Did they hand you a ticket that they bought for you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your other expenses after you got to—Where 
was it, Prague? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Prague. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your other expenses at Prague / 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. A committee met us there, and they took us to a 
hotel. 

Mr. ARENs. Whi at committee is that ¢ 

Mrs. Suaveison. Also a trade-union committee. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of it/ 

Mrs. SHavevson. | wouldn't know. 

Mr. Arens. Did it occur to you it might be a Communist committee ? 

Mrs. Suaveutson. Look, I was sick in Prague. I can’t tell you a 
thing because I was very sick and I went right to bed and they gave 
me medicine to see what could be done so I wouldn’t know a thing 
about it. 

Mr. Arens. When you got to Prague you got off the airplane and 
went right to the hotel and went to bed and stayed there, is that right / 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. Somebody was there. There was a trade-union 
committee. I know there were men and women. ‘To learn the names 
Lcouldn’t. I was not in a position to learn anything in the first place. 

Mr. Arens. You were too sick to know what was going on in 
Prague ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is right. 

Senator Smirn. How long was she there ? 

Mr. Arens. How long were you in Prague? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Very little. 

Mr. Arens. A day? 

Mrs. Suaverson. About a day. 

Mr. Arens. ‘Two days? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. I think just 1 day. 

Mr. Arens. Now you are leaving Prague, let us say. Where did 
you go from Prague? 

Mrs. SHavetson. From Prague we went to the Soviet Union. 
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Mr. Arens. Where did you land in the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. In Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. In Moscow. Who paid your expenses from Prague to 
Moscow ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, there was an airplane there waiting for us 
when we came from Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. Wait just a minute. Who paid your hotel expense in 
Prague? 

Mrs. Suaveison. I told you that a committee waited for us and 
took us to a hotel. I wasn’t asked a thing to pay. I was told that 
we were the guests of the trade-unions, and that is how it happened. 

Mr. Arens. Were you an official representative of your trade-union / 

Mrs. Suavenson. I was not an official representative. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any credentials from your trade union? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Oh, no. No, by right, I probably am the most 
logical pe ange to represent that union ba ‘ause I was one of the founders 
of the union, but I didn’t go there as a representative, 

Mr. Arens. What union is that again, just to clear the record ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. The International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, with which Iam connected from my earliest youth. 

Mr. Arens. What is your position in the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union / 

Mrs. SHavetson. IT hold no position. Tam a worker in a shop. 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t it occur to you it might be just a little strange, 
if you are just a worker ina shop, that you would be representing the 
International Ladies Garment Union in an international conference 
or mission 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. I beg your pardon, gentlemen. May I say some- 
thing ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes; you go right ahead. 

Mrs. SHAveLson. It was not a question whether anybody asked me 
whom do IT represent. All I was asked is, of what union was I a mem- 
ber, and I certainly didn’t lie when I said I was a member of the 
international. 

Mr. Arens. We wouldn't want you to lie. 

Mrs. Suaverson. There. I mean there. 

Mr. Arens. I see. 

Mrs. Suavenson. They didn’t ask us whether they represented a 
trade-union. They asked me “What union are you a member of? 
There is a world of difference between these two questions. 

Mr. Arens. I understand. The trade-union in Czechoslovakia paid 
your fare, did it, to Soviet Russia’ Is that correct / 

Mrs. Suaventson. T wouldn’t know. <All I know is that there was a 
Russian plane all ready in Czechoslovakia waiting, and IT wouldn't 
know who paid it. I take it that—— 

Mr. Arens. Who was the head of the party, your group here who 
made the arrangements / 

Mrs. Suavetson. I — In’t know because J was—I went there, so 
to speak, as an escape, as a way out, to get rid of my troubles, to forget 
a little of my akin So I didn’t bother with it at all becanse—— 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t you have a little bit of hesitancy about getting on 
an airplane to go into Soviet Russia; a little fear? 

Mrs. SHaveison. Look, there are people everywhere. What is there 
to be scared? Generally going on a plane, you mean ? 
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Mr. Arens. No; I mean going behind the iron curtain. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, in the beginning I didn’t even know that we 
would go, but then it became a sort of curious thing, to go to a place 
where we are told nobody can go in there. It became a curiosity to see. 

Mr. Arens. You didn't have any fear at all; did you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No, not fear: but I had a lot of doubts. I know 
what we know about and what is being said. 

Mr. Arens. It is not true, though; is it? It isa lot of propaganda ; 
isn’t it, about Soviet Russia 7 

Mrs. Suavetson. The things which I saw are to the contrary. On 
some things I was very glad. 

Senator Smrru. How long were you in Prague / 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t think IT was long there. 1 think we came, 
if Tam not mistaken, I think we left the following day as we came. | 
wouldn't remember the hours. 

Senator Smiru. Did you spend a night in Prague ¢ 

Mrs. SuHaveutson. A night ; ves. 

Senator Smiru. You said there was a plane there from Moscow 
waiting for vou ¢ 

Mrs. SuAvetson. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. To take you back to Russia / 

Mrs. Suavertson. That is right. 

Mr. ARENS. Who met the plane in Moscow ? 

Mrs. SrAverson. A trade-union delegation. 

Mr. Arens. Allright. Where did you go’ 

Mrs. Suavenson. Huh? 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go ? 

Mrs. SuaAvetson. You mean in Moscow 7 

Mr. Arens. Yes. You are getting off the airplane in Moscow and 
a trade-union delegation has met you. Where did you go? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. They took us toa hotel. 

Mr. Arens. All of this whole party stayed at the same hotel, did it? 

Mrs. Suaverson. That isright. 

Mr. Arens. Who was the leader of the party that went over there ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn't know that. There was no leader. We 
were a trade-union group. I don’t know what you mean by a leader. 

Mr. Arens. They didn’t just all happen to be on the same airplane 
going the same way at the same time without some prearranged plan, 
did they ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, I don’t know whether you listened. May I 
repeat it again, that I originally did not go—I went because I was 
contacted and it was given to me as, look, ms aybe if you take a Euro- 
pean trip that will brace you up, that will take you out from your 
grief. I thought it was aswell thing. In fact I thought it was a god- 
send to me. You “ iy not be inte rested in my personal affairs, but it 
did give me a lift, because when you go among other people and see 
other people | it tends to make you fee la little better. 

Senator Smirn. But do you mean to tell us that you don’t know 
who had charge of the party / 

Mrs. Suraverson. No: I don't. 

Senator Smiru. Who did you go to when you wanted to find out 
when the plane was going to leave ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What do youmean? WhodidI goto? 
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Senator Smrru. Who in the party did you go to to make inquiry 
about when the plane was going to leave, where your baggage was 
going to be or anything else ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I tell you the truth, these things were obviously 
known. There was no such thing. 

Senator Smrru. How did you know to get on that particular plane? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. On which particular plane ? 

Senator Smirn. The one that you took to Moscow. Ilow did you 
know that that was a plane that you were to take ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. Because these people in Prague would say. 

Senator Smirn. Who were they ‘ 

Mrs. SHavetson. I couldn’t tell you. I just explained to you—— 

Senator Smrrn. How did you know to go to them when you got to 
Prague? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They were waiting for us. 

Senator Smiru. They were waiting for you. Who had made ar- 
rangements for that ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. THlow would I know? 

Senator Smiru. Tamasking you. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, let me get it straight to you. I don’t know 
whether I am befuddled or you are trying to ask too many questions. 

Senator Smrru. I am asking you the simple question, who had 
charge of the party with which you were traveling? What individual ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I don’t think there was anybody particularly in 
charge. I know we were a group, that we would discuss things to- 
gether when we needed to. I told you that the arrangements for the 
trip were made, not only the arrangements the whole | thing was held 
by the trade-union in France. I explained to you. So they made the 
arrangements. They took us to the plane. When we came to Czecho- 
slovakia we didn’t do a thing. All right, I was sick, let’s say, but the 
other people, there was a committee waiting. ‘They said they repre- 
sented the trade-union committee of Czechoslovakia, and they pro- 
vided all these things. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them you were representative of ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We said we were a trade-union group. 

Mr. Arens. Just a group? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. As an individual did you tell them that you represented 
something ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. I didn’t tell them a thing. I told you I was 
sick. 

Mr. Arens. Did you feel better when you got to Moscow? Did you 
get over your physical difficulty ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Not right away. It was some time, because diar- 
rhea isn’t a thing which goes away—— 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go after you got off the airplane in 
Moscow 4 

Mrs. Suaverson. I told you that we were taken to a hotel. 

Senator Smiru. What hotel ? 

Mrs. Suaveson. I think it is called the National. 

Senator Smrru. Will you spell that? 

Mr. Suavetson. It is spelled the same way as national, only they 
pronounce it different. 
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Mr. Arens. Did everybody else in the party go to that same hotel? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Everybody else in the party went to the same 
hotel. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go after you got to the hotel / 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. We went to eat; that is what we did. 

Mr. Arens. I mean, what did you do from the standpoint of going 
to meetings or tours ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, well, this was arranged by the interpreters, 
you know. 

Mr. Arens. Interpreters arranged for you to go? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Where did we go? The first day we went sight- 
seeing. 

Mr. Arens. Sightseeing in Moscow. 

Mrs. Suavetson. In Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. Did you go any place outside of Moscow / 

Mrs. Suaverson. Not that day. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do the next day ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We went to a factory. 

Mr. Arens. Where was that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Also in Moscow. We went to a tobacco factory to 
see how the people werked, what are the physical conditions. We 
spoke to the people. Then we went to a school to see how the school 
works. We went to a hospital. Every day we went to see something 
else. 

Mr. Arens. All of it in the area of Moscow ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes, the first few days we were in the area of 
Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. Before we leave the area of Moscow, let’s have a few 
questions there, if you please, Mrs. Shavelson. Did you have any 
conferences there / 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Conferences ? 

Mr. Arens. Didn't you and some of your associates or all of your 
ASSOC lates on this trip sign a statement over there to be issued to the 
papers! 

Mrs. Sn \VELSON. There might have been a press conference. I was 
told there was one, but I wasn’t present. 

Mr. Arens. You weren't present ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavetson. There again I wasn’t too—you understand I am 
past 65. 

Mr. Arens. You weren't feeling well enough to be at the press 
conference. 

Mrs. Suavetson. It wasn’t an easy thing for me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign the statement ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Was it issued on your behalf along with the others? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. They might have. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did they‘ 

Mrs. Suavetson. They might have, I said. I haven't even seen the 
statement. They might have. 

Mr. Arens. Have you repudiated the statement ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Ww hat’s that ? 
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Mr. Arens. Have you ever disclaimed or repudiated the statement ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I have never disclaimed it. I have never even 
seen it, 

Mr. Arens. Where else did you go besides this in Moscow, where 
you went around to see the factories and schools ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. In Moscow you mean 4 

Mr. Arens. Where else did you go outside Moscow 4 

Mrs. SHavetson. Oh, outside Moscow, we went to Leningrad. 

Mr. Arens. What did you see down there / 

Mrs. Suavetson. There, too, first we went to see the ruins which 
Was worth while seeing. 

Senator Smiru. How did you travel from Moscow to Leningrad ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. We tr: ve led by rail. 

Senator Smirxu. Did you buy your ticket ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I did not. 

Senator Smiru. Do you know who bought it 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. We were the guests of the trade-unions in Moscow 
as well, and they provided everything. 

Mr. Arens. The v even gave you money, did they not / 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Mr. Arens. When you got ready to leave they gave you some money, 
did they not, to buy vifts with / 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. They did not ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Senator Samrru. Did you see any Russian money while you were 
there ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I didn’t even have money to buy a newspaper. 

Senator Smiru. I asked you did you ever see any Russian money. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes; I have seen Russian money. 

Senator Smiru. Where did you see it 

Mrs. Suavevson. I still have some Russian money which I brought 
from 1954. 

Senator Smiru. Did you take that with you on this trip? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I just wanted to show them that I still have some 
money. 

Senator Smrru. You took that money with you on this trip, did 
you! 

Mrs. Suaventson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. If you took that Russian money with you on this trip, 
how did you expect to use that if you were only going to Paris? 

Mrs. Suravetson. Because I showed them, I showed the clerks of the 
moneys that I collected on my other trip, and I expected to collect, if I 
go, Lexpected to collect other money that I can show. 

Mr. Arens. I am not quite clear on that now. When you left the 
United States you said you didn’t expect to go on behind the iron 
curtain, isn’t that correct ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. But you took some Russian money with you, is that 
correct / 

Mrs. SHavetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You were just taking that Russian money to show to the 
people in France, is that right ? 








UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS L111 


Mrs. SHAVELSON. I was just taking it to show them. I took not only 
this money, [ took Polish money, I took E nglish money, which I carry 
around to show that I have been around. I thought, 1 will be in 
France and I will show them that, here, 1 have your old money that I 
collected when I was there and that I have all the moneys on the trips 
which Lhave made. 

Mr. Arens. You were going to show the people in France the Rus- 
sian money that you had ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavetson. All the money that [ had. 

Mr. Arens. You didn't expect of course to get behind the iron cur- 
tain at that time / 

Mrs. SuAvetson. Not at all. 

Mr. Arens. No. Did you attend any meetings down at Leningrad ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No meetings. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask to see any slave labor camps over there. 

Mrs. Suaverson. I did. I certainly did. That was first on my 
program because IT had heard so much talk about it. 

Mr. Arens. Did they show you any / 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. The Vv said they didn’t have any. 

Mr. Arens. You belie ved them, of course. 

Mrs. Suavevson. Look, either you see it or you don't see it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think they have them over there / 

Mrs. Suaverson. L wouldn't think so, because the workers, the 
people seem to be very happy, and the way they answer, the way they 
talk, they willingness to tell you all about it, and everybody is saying, 
“Please go and tell the American people the truth. Just tell them 
what you saw.” ‘To see how happy they are and to learn what they 
can buy for their money and all that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you speak Russian ? 

Mrs. Suave ison. A little, yes. 

Mr. Arens. You understood the workers when they spoke to you, 
is that correct 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go from Leningrad ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. We went to Stalingrad. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do there in Stalingrad # 

Mrs. SHaAvetson. It was a historic city, and we just went to see it. 
I mean, so much has been talked about, so much has been spoken about. 
We went to see it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend any meetings there ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. What kind of meetings is there to be 
attended ¢ 

Mr. Arens. You know what I mean. Did you attend any meetings 
with the officials of this trade-union group ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. ‘Then where did you go from Stalingrad ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. From St: alingr: ad we went to Stochi. T think 
S-t-o-c-h-i- would be the correct spelling. It is a summer resort. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do there? 

Mrs. SHavetson. We went to see where the workers take their rest, 
where they go for vacations. 

Mr. Arens. That was all paid by this Russian group 4 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. You didn’t spend a dime of your own money from the 
time you left Paris, is that correct? 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. Not a dime. 

Mr. Arens. Then where did you go? 

Mrs. SHAVELsON. Then we went back to Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. All right, and then what happened in Moscow ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Nothing. We soon went home. 

Mr. Arens. You had some meetings there, didn’t you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. What? 

Mr. Arens. You had some meetings there, some conferences there ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. No. We had a banquet, and some people spoke 
and were toasted but this is not a meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Did people from your party speak ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They did not. 

Mr. Arens. They didn’t. You attended the May Day parade while 
you were there in Moscow? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. The May Day parade is the annual affair of the Com- 
munists, is it not ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I don’t know whether it is of the Communists. I 
know it is of the Russian people. 

Mr. Arens. The Communists have May Day parades in your city, 
don’t they, in New York City, every year 9 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t know whether they have Communist 
parades. I know there are parades. I don’t know what kind of 
parades. 

Mr. Arens. They have May Day parades down there, don’t they? 

Mrs. Suavetson. May Day parades is not necessarily Communist 
parades. 

Mr. Arens. They do have May Day parades, don’t they ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I think they do. 

Mr. Arens. You went there principally for the May Day celebra- 
tion to Moscow, didn’t you?! ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. In fact, we expected to be in Poland at the 
time. When we came to Czechoslovakia we were supposed to go to 
Poland and we found that planes were already waiting for us to go 
to Moscow, so we didn’t even—this was entirely unexpected. 

Mr. Arens. I understood you to say the workers there told you to 
be sure to tell the p veople bac ‘k there the truth. 

Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have vou done that back here, made a few speeches? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Arens. Where have you spoken ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Whoever asked me to. 

Mr. Arens. Where is that ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. At gatherings. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s just start here from scratch. How many speeches 
have you made? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I don’t count them. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made as many as a dozen ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. When did you get back ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I got bac k the 20th of M: av, I think. 
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Mr. Arens. By the way, not all the party came back at the same 
time, isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Who stayed over there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Some people got sick. I know the people I wanted 
to go to England were, the man got sick. 

Mr. Arens. I mean who stayed behind the iron curtain? Sirota 
is still over there, isn’t he ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Some of them are still over there, aren’t they ? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. How many came back with you? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. About three more, I think. 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. About three more. 

Mr. Arens. About three others and yourself came back and arrived 
here on the 20th of May ? 

Mrs. SHAvELsoN. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who were the ones who came back with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Who were the ones? There were two Negro peo- 
ple and one white one. If you asked me about the names, I wouldn’t 
remember them. 

Mr. Arens. Was William Aloysious Wallace one of them who came 
hack with you ¢ 

Mrs. SuHaveison. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall any of them who came back with you, 
the names of any of them ¢ 

Mrs. Suavenson. J can’t think of what the names were. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you in the company of these people, 
these 16 people? For over a month, weren’t you ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. About a month, ves. 

Mr. Arens. You were at the same hotel with them / 

Mrs. Suaventson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Traveled around in Prague with them, traveled around 
in Moscow and Leningrad and Stalingrad but you don’t remember 
any of their names ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. I do remember, but I can’t recall just what name. 
I think one was Glenn, because he was a tall fellow. 

Mr. Arens. William M. Glenn? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Probably. 

Mr. Arens. He came with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Mrs. Suavetson. But I can’t think of the others. Isn’t it possible 
that one can’t think of names ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Surely. 

Mrs. Suavenson. Well. 

Mr. Arens. Sirota did not come back with you, did he? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. He is still over there, isn’t he? 

Mrs. Suavetson. How would I know? 

Mr. Arens. Did Carrie Mae Ellis come back with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did Wechsler come back with you ? 
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Mrs. Suavevton. He went to England. 

Mr. Arens. Did he go to England for his trade-union ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. He comes from England. 

Mr. Arens. Why did he go to England, just to visit, or does he 
have trade-union contacts? 

Mrs. Suavetson. To see his people. 

Mr. Arens. How about Wedl, did he come back with you? 

Mrs. Suaveuson. No. 

Mr. Arens. You have already said Wallace didn’t come back with 
you, isn’t that correct? The Negro, William Aloysious Wallace ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. John Francis Holloran? Did he come back with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Joseph De Rosa, did he come back with you ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Esther Goldberg. Did she come back with you? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Charles Irving Velson, did he come back with you ? 

Mrs. Sravetson. I don’t think Charles Velson was even on the 
trip. I don’t remember that name at all. 

Mr. Arens. Allen Richard Greenfield? Was he with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes, he was with us. 

Mr. Arens. Did he come back with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Then we have Glenn and Greenfield thus far who have 
come back with vou. That makes three. How about De Castro 
Francis, did he come back with you ? 

Mrs. Suaveison. No. 

Mr. Arens. How about Isaac Alexander Wright, did he come back 
with you / 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 

Mr. Arens. How about Oran Arnold Jenkins, did he come back 
with you? 

Mrs. Srravetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. How about John Allen Johnson, did he come back 
‘ith you? 

Mrs. Suaveison. No. ' 

Mr. Arens. How about Miss Dennis. Did she come back with 
yous 

Mrs. Suaventson. I don’t think so. 

Mr. ARENS. How about Frances Johnson ? Did she come back 
with you? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. They remained in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. By the way, who of these people who went with you 
on the trip can you identify as Communists ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Look, I refuse to answer this question because this 
will intend to incriminate me. I think I have a right to remind you 
that there is a provision in the fifth amendment which gives me that 
privilege not to answer questions which will intend to incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. Do they have such a provision in Russia, do you 
know ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. I wouldn't know. 

Mr. Arens. Who of these people who went with you on the trip: 
do you know are not Communists / 
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Mrs. Suaveison. Look, gentlemen, I will keep on repeating the 
same thing. I will not answer this question because this will intend 
to incriminate me, and I am glad that I do live in America and that 
we have a Constitution, and that we have such an amendment which 
gives people a right not to answer when they don't have to. 

Senator SmirH. You think that is an advantage over Russia, then, 
do you! 

Mrs. Suavetson, Oh, there are lots of things that are an advantage 
over Russia. 

Mr. Arens. I am going to hand this list to you, Mrs. Shavelson, of 
of the people that you have talked about as being on this tr ip with you, 
and I will ask you if there is anybody on that list concerning whom 
you do not know whether or not they are a Communist. 

Mrs. Suavecson. Here is the list. I told you before that I will 
not answer any such question which intends to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr, Chairman, I respectfully suggest to the Chair- 
man there is no soutien of incrimination in the answer to that par- 
ticular question and I respectfully suggest to the Chairman that the 
witness be ordered and directed to answer it. 

Senator Smirnu. Yes, the witness is ordered and directed to answer 
the question. 

Mrs. Suaveison. I am sorry, I just repeated that I am so happy 
that there is such a provision where a witness must not answer a ques- 
tion when he thinks that that question intends to incriminate him. 

Senator Smirn. Do you recognize any duty under the Constitution 
to he ‘Ip preserve the Constitution / 

Mrs. Suavenson. I beg your pardon, 

Senator Smirn. Do you recognize any duty under the Constitution 
of the United States to he ‘Ip preserve that Constitution and the rights 
under it¢ Do you recognize as an individual any duties under that 
conclusion 4 

(Witness confers with counsel, ) 

Senator Smiri. Lam asking you whether or not you recognize any 
duties devolving upon you as an individual to help protect and defe nd 
that Constitution / 

Mrs. Siravetson. We ali have to do that, to protect the Constitu- 
tion. 

Senator Smiru. You realize, do you not, that communism is to 
break down America and its Constitution, do you not 

Mrs. Suavetson. | don’t know these things. 

Senator Smiru. You dent know that the Communist objective is 
to destroy the Government of America and the Constitution of Amer- 
ica’ You don’t know that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Look, gentlemen, I wouldn't know things of that 
sort. 

Senator Smiru. You would not / 

Mrs. SuAverson. No. 

Senator Siri. Tf you knew of a Communist, would you be willing 
to disclose that fact if it didn’t incriminate you, so that the Govern- 
ment could protect itself against the activities of such a person ¢ 

Mrs. Suavenson. Things which would intend to incriminate me 
I would not. 
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Senator Smrru. I didn’t ask you that. I asked you if you knew 
of a Communist, of an individual who was a Communist, would you 
be willing to disclose that if it didn’t incriminate you ? 

(Witness and counsel confer.) 

Mr. Arens. Will you answer the question ¢ 

Mrs, SuHavetson. You will have to bear with me for a while. You 
gentlemen will have to bear with me. Don’t forget that I didn’t get 
a chance to go to school here. 

Senator Smrru. You are plenty smart. Don’t try to fool us. You 
are plenty smart, and we know that. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I am not trying that. I am just trying to tell 
you that I am past 65, and I don’t grasp sometimes things as I should, 
so that is why I say, you will excuse me if you let me think a while. 

Senator Smirn. You are just about my age, according to that. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Maybe you had a better way of living and haven't 
gone through what I have gone through. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know about any Communists that you can tell 
this committee about, that wouldn’t incriminate you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I would not answer any question which tends to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. We understand that. Do you know about—— 

Mrs. Suaverson. And I am afraid that anything that I may say 
in such connection might intend to incriminate me and I wouldn't 
answer such questions. 

Senator Smrru. In other words, if you knew of a Communist you 
would not disclose it even though you had no connection with that 
Communist ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I can only say that I would answer any question 
provided it wouldn’t intend to incriminate me. I would answer any 
question, and I would disclose any question which I think would not 
incriminate me. 

Senator Smirn. If Alex Sirota was a Communist, that won't affect 
you, will it? 

Mrs. SuHaveison. I don’t know whether it would. 

Senator Smiru. What? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t know whether it would, but I wouldn't 
answer any of te questions which might intend to incriminate 
me, and when I think so I think it would, and if I think it would, then 
I don’t answer this question. 

Senator Smiru. If Alex Sirota is a Communist, you think that 
would incriminate you ? 

Mrs. Suaveuson. I think that I wouldn't answer any question, as 
IT said. I refuse to answer this question because I think, I personally 
think that that would incriminate me, and on these grounds I am not 
answering. 

Senator Smirnu. You mean you wouldn’t answer any question about 
any Communist ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t know whether you may call it Commu- 
nist. I only want to say that any question which I think personally 
would incriminate me, I will not answer because I want to use this 
provision that is given to me in the Constitution. 

Senator Smiru. I am asking you now, if you knew about a Commu- 
nist with whom you had no contact and couldn't incriminate you, 
would you tell us? , 
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Mrs. Suavetson. Yes; anything that would not incriminate me. 

Senator Smiru. All right, then. What about Alex Sirota. Is he 
a Communist or not ¢ 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I just told you, gentlemen, that I think that if I 
answer this question that would intend to incriminate me. If I think 
differently 1 would answer the question. But I think it would 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by incriminate you if you answered 
that question? What do you mean by incriminate? 

Mrs. Suavetson. It may do me personal damage. That is what I 
think. 

Senator Smurrn. What do you mean by personal damage, that Sirota 
might get mad at you? 

Mrs. Suavevson. Oh. 

Senator Smirn. You mean if you said that Sirota was a Communist 
that might mean that you also were a Communist by reason of your 
contact ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t mean anything at all. I didn’t even think 
in these terms. All I want to tell you is that I will not answer this 
question because I think it will intend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is paying your lawyer? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Who is paying my lawyer? I think it is a bit 
private, isn’t it? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, it is. We want to know about it, though. Who 
is paying your lawyer ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. J suppose I will have to pay. 

Mr. Arens. Did you hire him ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Of course. 

Mr. Arens. How did you get in contact with him ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I got in contact with somebody who told me that 
this is a person 

Mr. Arens. You got in contact with Mr. Rabinowitz in New York 
City, did you not? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Senator Smiru. Who made arrangements for you to have a lawyer 
when you came to Washington? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Who made arrangements? 

Senator Smirn. Yes. 

Mrs. Suaverson. I made the arrangements. 

Senator Smiru. Did you know the gentleman who is representing 
you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Somebody told me. 

Senator Smiru. Who was that somebody ? 

Mr. Retn. May I consult with the witness ? 

(Witness and counsel conferring.) 

Mrs. Suavetson. My daughter. I was a little bit—I didn’t know 
what was my crime. I didn’t. know for what I was called. I was 
so upset. My daughter visited me, and I told her. I said, “Look, I 
have to go to Washington. I don’t know what I am being called for. 
I don’t know what it is for.” I said, “I would like to see somebody. 
I would like to know somebody.” She visited me, and then she went 
home. 

Senator SmirxH. Didn’t you have any idea what you were being 
called down here about? 

89801—51——9 
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Mrs. SuHavetson. I beg your pardon? 

Senator Smrru. Did you not have some idea about what you were 
being called down here for? 

Mrs. Suaveson. No, no. 

Senator Smrru. You did not have the remotest idea ? 

Mrs. Suavextson. In fact, I was so surprised because, I tell you, 
when the thought came to me of the trip, I thought to myself in the 
passport it merely tells you not to go to Bulgaria and Hungary. If 
I thought that this would be something i in connection because I visited 
Russia, I thought but they didn’t say you can’t go there. On the 
contrary, it says you can go because they wouldn't let you in. 

Senator Smirn. Why did you think it necessary for you to get a 
lawyer before you came up here? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Because I was never in any court. I was never 
in court or arrested. I never had anything to do with any commit- 
tees. Then Iam an old woman. You know, you feel that you must 
have somebody who knows more than you do, and I certainly don’t 
know enough. It is the first committee that I ever faced. 

Mr. Arens. What was the name of the lawyer that your daughter 
put you in contact with? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Mike Atkins. 

Mr. Arens. Did you go to see Mr. Atkins? 

Mrs. SuaAvetson. I went to see Mr. Atkins. 

Mr. Arens. What happened ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. He told me that if I wanted, he could give me 
somebody’s name that I could contact here, and he gave me this gen- 
tleman’s name. 

Mr. Arens. Have you got financial arrangements with your lawyer 
to pay him for appearing here today ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I haven't spoken to him, but I will pay him. He 
asked me yesterday, Mr. Atkins asked me when I came, he said, “Are 
you in a position to pay/” So I told him, “Position or no position, 
people don’t work for you for nothing.” 

Mr. Arens. Are you going to pay it out of your own pocket or is 
somebody else going to pay it? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I certainly am going to pay it out of my own 
pocket. 

Mr. Arens. You got back here on May 20 or 22, you say? 

Mrs. Suavetson. About. 

Mr. Arens. As I understand it, you made a series of speeches. 

Senator Smiru. Before you get to that, how did you come back, on 
a boat or plane? 

Mrs. Suavetson. On the plane. 

Senator Smrru. Where from ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. From Paris. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Russians pay your expenses from Moscow back 
to Paris, too? 

Mrs. SwHavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. They probably —wherever they came we found 
that we went on a plane in Moscow and didn’t pay. We came to 
Czechoslovakia and we took another plane and we didn’t pay. There 
was the trade-union committee who gave us everything. They told 
us, here you go, and that is how it happe ned. That is all. 
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Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses from Moscow back to Paris? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Didn*t I just explain to you? 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay them? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your hotel bills in Paris? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I stopped on my way back. I paid my way back 
myself. 

Mr. Arens. On your way back? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Because on the way back we had nothing more 
to do with the trade-unions. I know I slept there and I paid 400 
francs. 

Senator Smrru. While you were in Russia how many different peo- 
ple did you talk to, individuals? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Any number. 

Senator Smrru. How many ? 

Mrs. Suaveitson. Any number. I couldn't say. 

Senator Smirn. A dozen ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. Many more. You see, wherever I went I talked. 
When you know the language and go to the country, and I was really 
interested to know. 

Senator Smiru. Did you talk to anybody except trade-unionists ? 

Mrs. SuHaveztson. No, trade-unionists and workers. 

Senator Smirn. How is that? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Trade-unionists and workers in the industries, 
in the parks, in the subway, in the factories. 

Senator Smiru. Were the workers trade-unionists? All the work- 
ers you talked to were trade-unionists ? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Most of them. 

Senator Smiru. You did not talk to anybody else? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I talked to leaders of the trade-unions. 

Senator Smiru. Yes; you knew that the leaders of the trade-unions 
were Communists, did you not ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. In fact, we asked them a question, and they 
told us that it was a free trade-union. Anybody could join. They 
said they had all kinds of people there. 

Senator Smrru. Did you join their union while you were over there ? 
Did any of you join? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I join their union? 

Senator Smiru. Yes. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Why ? 

Senator Sairu. I am asking you whether you did or not. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, no. Iam an American. My home is here. 
My children are here. I have slaved here. I have worked here. 
Whatever litle education I have here. My goodness what a question. 

Senator Smiru. Do you know whether or not any of the people in 
your party actually were made members of a trade-union while in 
tussia ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t know a thing about it. I never heard it 
proposed,even. I think it is ridiculous, excuse me. 

Senator Smiru. You never heard of an honorary membership being 
given to trade-union visitors 

Mrs. Suavetson. Maybe. It didn’t happen in my range of things. 

Senator Smirn. You did know, did you not, that the trade-unionists 
and the trade-unionists’ leaders in Russia are Communists / 
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Mrs. Suavetson. How would I know a thing like this? 

Senator SmirnH. Didn’t you see. 

Mrs. Suavetson. You can’t see when you—— 

Senator Smrru. Didn't you talk to people? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I talked to people, to trade-unionists, and they 
told me this is so-and-so trade-union leaders. We talked to no one 
besides trade-union leaders, and I wouldn’t know anything 

Senator Smrru. Have you told us about all the places you went 
in Europe? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I did. I was in Rome. 

Senator SmirH. You what? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I was in Rome. 

Senator Smiru. Yes. Did you go to Hungary? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Senator Smiru. You mentioned it just now. 

Mrs. Suaveuson. I said that when I was called here, when it came 
to my mind the trip, maybe, I though but I didn’t violate anything 
that was said in the passport. It tells you there not to visit Bulgaria 
and Hungary and Japan, unless you get a military permit. I haven’t 
even tried to go there. I haven't tried to go anywhere, if it wasn’t 
with the help of the trade-unions. 

Mr. Arens. Did you go to Rome on your way over to Moscow 
or on your way back? 

Mrs. Suavetson. On the way back. 

Mr. Arens. Who met you at Rome? 

Mrs. Suavetson. The same thing, the trade-union committee. 

Mr. Arens. Another one? 

Mrs. Suavetson. A trade-union committee, with intepreters. 

Mr. Arens. Was this trade-union committee that met you in Rome 
hooked up with the trade-union committee in Moscow ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t know. I wouldn’t know how. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in Rome? 

Senator Smrru. Who made arrangements for them to meet you in 
Rome? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What is that? 

Senator Smirrn. Who made the arrangements for the trade-unionists 
to meet you in Rome? 

Mrs. SHavetson. We were told this in France, that they would also 
try and make the arrangements that we go there. This we knew ahead 
of time. 

Senator SmirH. Do you remember the name of any of the trade- 
unionists in France who met you? Do you know the name of anybody 
in France among the trade-unionists who met you and made the ar- 
rangements for you to go? 

Mrs. Suave.son. The French names are Greek tome. I have heard 
names. I was trying to at least remember one name and it is just im- 
possible. They are not in my range. In fact, very often I was sorry. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us what you did in Rome. 

Mrs. SHAvetson. In Rome we went sightseeing and we went to see 
how workers lived, and again we were guests of the trade-unions. We 
met the leadership of the trade-union there. 

Mr. Arens. Do you remember the names of any of the leadership of 
the trade-union there in Rome that you met ¢ 
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Mrs. SuHavetson. I remember one name. 

Mr. ArEens. Who was that? 

Mrs. SHavetson. That was Di Vittorio. This name I remember be- 
cause I knew it from here. I happened to know. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of the trade-union that you were visit- 
ing there? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Wait a minute. It has a few letters. CGIL, I 
think. 

Mr. Arens. Was it a Communist trade-union ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. No. It was the trade-union of the workers. 

Mr. _— ENs. Yes; but was it Communist-controlled ? 

Mrs. Suave.tson. How would I know? 

Mr. Arens. Did you inquire? 

Mrs. Suaverson. When I inquired, when we asked what sort of 
trade-union is it, they said it is a coalition. It is a mixed group, all 
kinds of groups. We didn’t go into detail. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Sravetson. Gentlemen, I refuse to answer on this question be- 
cause this will intend to incriminate me and I will not answer this 
question. 

Mr. Arens. When you got back to the United States you made a 
series of speeches, as you promised the workers of Russia you would 
do, to tell them the truth. How many speeches did you make? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I couldn’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make as many as a dozen? 

Mrs. SuHavevson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make as many as half a dozen ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Maybe. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make as many as five? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I have spoken to a few groups, I know. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s have the names of the groups you spoke to and 
where and when you spoke. Would you kindly give us the name of 
the first group th: it you addressed ater you got back here ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. The first group. I addressed a group, a lodge of 
the TWO, I think it was. 

Mr. Arens. You will have to raise your voice. 

Mrs. SuHavetson. A lodge of the International Workers Order. 

Mr. Arens. What lodge was that ? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. What lodge was that? I think this was No. 71. 

Mr. Arens. Lodge No. 71. Where was that ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. That was somewhere in Water Park, in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. Were you the principal speaker at the meeting ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Not exactly. I was just there to liven up the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Arens. You livened the meeting up a little bit ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make a pretty lively speech ? 

Mrs. per: Well, people are interested to know. You know 
how it is. I don’t know how lively. I don’t know how much they 
liked it. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you talk? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I talked about 20 minutes, I would say. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk about your trip ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is right. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you tell them the truth as you told the Russian 
workers you would tell them ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I tell you the truth, there I talked about every 
country, not just Russia. 

Mr. Arens. You know of course the International Workers Order 
has been cited by the Attorney General of the United States as a sub- 

versive organization, do you not ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I understand that the Supreme Court has re- 
versed the decision, that it has been taken off. 

Mr. Arens. Is that so? 

Mrs. Suaveson. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that the Attorney General has cited the 
International W ae Order as a subversive organization ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I didn’t follow up ever ything. 

Mr. Arens. Now answer the question. If you knew the Supreme 
Court was interested or passed on this case in some respect, you knew 
what they passed on? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. I happened to see that. 

Mr. Arens. You just saw it in the paper. 

Mrs. Suavexson. That is right. 

Senator Smiru. In what paper did you see that? 

Mr. ARENs. Yes; in what paper did you see that. 

Mrs. Suavetson. The New York Times. 

Mr. Arens. Do you read the Daily Worker ? 

Mrs. SHAvetson. Sometimes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you subscribe to it? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them in this speech at the Interna- 
tional Workers Order Lodge No. 71 ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What I told them is what I saw, to whom I spoke, 
how the workers lived, what the factories looked like, how much 
they earned, what food they ate in their dining rooms. 

Mr. Arens. Did you criticize them or praise them or what was the 
nature ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. It was not a question of criticizing them or 
praising them. It was just a question of actually telling what I saw. 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell them about slave labor camps? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I haven’t seen any. How could I tell them? 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell them there weren’t any ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I told them I hadn’t seen any. 

Mr. Arens. Was that in your speech about the slave labor camps? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Well, when people asked. 

Mr. Arens. You had a question and answer session after your 
speech ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They asked what about the slave labor camps, so 
I said I haven’t seen any. 

Mr. Arens. Did they ask you whether or not there were any? 

Mrs. Suaverson. They didn’t ask whether there were. They said 
what about slave labor camps. I said I hadn’t seen any. 

Mr. Arens. Where is the next place you made your little talk? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I spoke once at a party of a friend of mine to 
make a party. 

Senator Smiru. First, how many people were at the first meeting at 
which you spoke? 








UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 123 


Mrs. Suavetson. That is a question I couldn’t answer. 

Senator SmirH. Was it indoors or outdoors ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Indoors, at a regular place. 

Mr. Arens. Were there as many as a hundred? 

Senator Smiru. In a regular auditorium ? 

Mrs. Suavexson. That is right. 

Senator Smiru. How many people were there ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I didn’t count them. 

Senator Smiru. Was it full? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Senator Smiru. Was it half full? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Not even half full. 

Senator SmirH. Were there a hundred people there or two hundred ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No, no. I don’t think there was even a hundred 
peo ole there. 

Mr. Arens. Was there 75, would you say ? 

es. Sravetson. I have no conception to estimate unless I counted 
them. 

Senator Smirn. Did you know anybody there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Did I what? 

Senator Smirn. Were you acquainted with any of the people there ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I might have known. 

Senator Smirn. Did you know anybody who was there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. There must have been people I knew. 

Senator Smirn. Who was there that you knew ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t know their names. 

Senator Smiru. You didn’t know the name of a single person who 

yas there then ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No; I couldn’t know it. 

Senator Smirn. How did you happen to be there yourself? 

Mrs. SHaveuson. I received a letter. 

Senator Smrrn. Who from? 

Mrs. SHavetson. From this lodge, asking me to come. 

Senator Smrrn. Who signed the letter? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I haven’t taken notice. 

Senator Smirn. Have you got the letter? 

Mrs. SHaAvetson. No. 

Senator Smirn. Was the person who signed the letter and asked you 
to go there—— 

Mrs. Suavetson. Must have been. 

Senator Smiru. I say, was he at the meeting or she at the meeting, 
if it was a woman? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t know because I didn’t know the person. 

Senator SmirH. Who introduced you to the crowd? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Somebody who was chairman of that meeting. 

Senator Smirn. Who was the chairman? That is what I am get- 
ting at. 

Mrs. Suaveitson. How would I know who was chairman ? 

Senator Smiru. You ought to know. 

Mrs. Suaverson. I think they have a study chairman, and they 
ought to know. It is not a question of electing a chairman. 

Senator Smirn. I am not asking you that. If I go to speak to a 
meeting and somebody is presiding and somebody introduces me, I 
usually know who it is. That is what I am asking you. 
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Mrs. Suavetson. The chairman introduced me. 

Senator Smiru. Who was the chairman / 

Mrs. SHaverson. I don’t know. I don’t know the chairman. All? 
I knew was that he was the chairman. He is not called by name. He 
was called Mr. Chairman. How would I know the name? 

Senator Smirn. I don’t know how you would know it. It looks to 
me like you would know it. 

Mrs. SHavetson. You actually know—he came over. I was a 
stranger. He said, “You are the speaker?” I said, “Yes.” 

Senator Smiru. Didn’t he introduce himself ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. No. That is not a custom. 

Senator Smirn. Was it a secret about who was presiding over this 
meeting ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. You say this was a study group of the lodge? 

Mrs. Suavexson. It was some educational forum they have. 

Mr. Arens. A little educational forum ? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you were there to educate them on your trip; is 
that correct ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They have people come and speak to them. 

Mr. Arens. Who else spoke at the meeting besides you 

Mrs. Suavetson. They took up some of their business, you know. 

Mr. Arens. Who else ‘spoke at the meeting ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn't know their names. 

Mr. Arens. Did somebody else speak besides you, give a little ad- 
dress or talk? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. They spoke of the importance of the people 
coming together, why they stay away, that by staying away—that 
was the preliminary talk usually people speak when you get to a 
gathering. 

Mr. Arens. And then you made a 20-minute pep talk to liven things 
up, is that right? 

Mrs. Suavetson. About 20 minutes. 

Mr. Arens. It was to liven things up, is that right? 

Mrs. ee. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Did you liven them up with your speech? 

Mrs. ahenineet: I wouldn’t know. It seemed like everybody re- 
sponded in one way and another in his own way. 

Mr. Arens. The next place you made a speech was at a party of a 
friend, is that correct? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of the friend ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What is the name of the friend? This was in a 
house. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of the friend in whose home you made 
the speech ? 

Mrs. SHAvELson. I am trying to think where I was. I think her 
name was Goodman, if I am not mistaken. 

Mr. Arens. Goodman ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I think Goodman. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to come in contact with her to 
make a speech ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. She, too, wrote to me. 
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Mr. Arens. She wrote you a letter? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did she say in that letter? 

Mrs. Suaverson. She said that they w ere having a gathering and 
would I come and say a few words on my European trip. 

Mr. Arens. What was the gathering ? 

Mrs. SHAVEL son. What was the gathering? T came late, and they 
were having some supper, and I wouldn’t even know what the gather- 
ing was. 

Mr. Arens. You just walked in? 

Mrs. SHaverson. I just walked in. It was very hot. I walked right 
out when I saw they weren’t ready because it was too hot in the house. 
Then I tell you, I didn’t have much to say there, either-—— 

Mr. Arens. Where was the gathering? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. Somewhere in Brighton Beach, some house. 

Mr. Arens. How did you know how to get there? 

Mrs. Suaveison. How did I know how to get there? What do you 
mean ¢ ' 

Mr. Arens. You went there, didn’t you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. What do you mean. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I went to this party, I said. 

Mr. Arens. Where was it? 

Mrs. Suavetson. It was out somewheres, I think on Third Street, 
if I am not mistaken. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have the address when you went there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I had the address, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was that in the letter? The lady wrote in the letter 
where it was? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Had you ever been there before? 

Mrs. Suavetson, In this house, no. 

Mr. Arens. Had this friend, this Goodman, ever been to your 
home ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. When my husband died, she came and I saw 
her, but she hadn’t been to my house. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to make her acquaintance? 

Mrs. SHavetson. How I happened to make her acquaintance? She 
probably knew me. I lived at Brighton Beach for a long time. 

Mr. Arens. How often did you see her? 

Mrs. SuHaveuson. I didn’t see her much. Lately I didn’t see any- 
body much because I had my own troubles. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say at this party of the friend, Miss 
Goodman ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. At this party I was given the floor very late. It 
was i: : 30 and I told them that it is too late to make a speech, if you 
have a couple of questions I can answer it. It ended with that. Most 
of the people had gone home anyway because they couldn’t bear 
the heat 

Mr. Arens. What were the questions? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, the questions, all kinds of questions. People 
were interested, would they let anybody in. Would they let anybody 
out. 








126 UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


Mr. Arens. Did any of them ask any questions about Communists? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. Such questions weren’t asked. 

Mr. Arens. They didn’t ask anything about Communists? 

Mrs. Suaveuson. They were interested in why they can go to Rus- 
sia. They were interested to know is it true that Russia doesn’t leave 
anybody out. I couldn’t even answer that question because I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of them say they would like to go? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Huh? Did any of them plan on going? Many 
people would like to go, but they know you can’t go. “This was just 
a miracle. 

Mr. Arens. How many people were at this party ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. This party was at a house. The room was rather 
filled. But in a house in one room, how many people could there be? 

Mr. Arens. Were there 25 people? 

Mrs. Suavetson. There must have been about 25 people. 

Mr. Arens. How did you get to the house ¢ 

Mrs. Suaverson. What do you mean ? 

Mr. Arens. Did you go by cab or walk? 

Mrs. SHA) AVELSON. No. I took the train. 

Mr. Arens. You took the train? 

Mrs. Senay ELSON. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. That was 11:30 at night when you were there? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did anybody go with you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. You went all by yourself? 

Mrs. Suaveson. I live all by myself. 

Mr. Arens. You went to the party all by yourself? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Arens. Where is the next place you made a speech? 

Mrs. Suavetson. The next place I made a speech? I made a speech 
in my own house. 

Mr. Arens. Oh, in your own house you made a speech ? 

Mrs. SuHaveuson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Who all was there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Relatives, friends. 

Mr. Arens. What was the occasion for the gathering? 

Mrs. Suavetson. They came to visit me. Quite a few people came 
at one ee, 

Mr. Arens. They just happened to come at one time to visit you! 

Mrs. Suaveutson. They just happened to come to see me. Mean- 
while a few others came, so naturally they said tell us what you did 
and what did you see, where were you. 

Mr. Arens. How many people were there? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Oh, I had I would say 15 or 18 people. 

Mr. Arens. Fifteen or eighteen just happened to drop in one eve- 
ning ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. They started coming in during the day. I 
had some appointment with some people that I thought I was going 
to go somewhere with them. They came and I couldn't slip away. I 
said I had word that other people were coming. 

Mr. Arens. Then you made your little speech there to these people. 
Who all was there at your home? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What? 
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Mr. Arens. Who all were there at your home, who dropped i 
these 15 or 18 Fagiaiia who dropped in to see you é 

Mrs. SuHaveson. Friends. 

Mr. Arens. What are their names? 

Mrs. SHAvVELSON. Names? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. Suavetson. What do you mean, what are their names? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. What are the names. People were there at your 
home. What are the names of the people who were there at the 
meeting with you? 

Mrs. SuaveLson. I don’t understand. 

Mr. Arens. They have names; don’t they ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. What are their names?! 

(Witness conferring with counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. What are their names? 

I think, Mr. Chairman, the record should show that in the last min- 
ute or so the witness has been in consultation with her counsel when 
} asked her that question. 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I just can’t think at this moment of a single name. 

Mr. Arens. Not a single name of the 15 or 18 people that you can 
think of, of the people who dropped in to your home? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Wait a minute. I know one friend who visited 
me. That is why I couldn’t get away, and that was Mrs. Shankmen. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Shankmen. 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How does she spell that, please ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. She spells it S-h-a-n-k-m-e-n. 

Mr. Arens. Had you invited these people to your home for this 
speech ? 

Mrs. Suaveison. Did I invite them? I asked them, if you will 
come around in a group I will talk to you. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you ask ¢ 

Mrs. Suave son. Friends that I met; that I saw. 

Senator Smrru. Who were they? That is what he is asking. Who 
were they ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I know this Mrs. Shankmen came. I don’t re- 
member what the other names are. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you see these people that you invited to your 
home ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. People whom I met in the market, people—I mean 
people whom I know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you set a particular time when they were to be at 
your home? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No, no. I merely said I will be home this day. 
If you come you can see me. 

Mr. Arens. What time of day was the meeting ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That was, I think, on a Saturday, if I am not 
mistaken. 

Mr. Arens. What time on Saturday; in the morning, afternoon, or 
evening ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. Some people came in the afternoon. We 
had lunch together. Other people came later. 

Senator Smiru. You told them you would make them the speech 
that night; did you? 
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Mrs. SHAvELsSON. I told them to come to see me. People would 
stop you. 

Senator Smiru. I asked you, did you tell them to come that particu- 
lar evening ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Did I tell them to come that particular evening? 
No; not exactly that particular evening. 

Senator Smiru. What do you mean by not exactly ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I merely said, on this day if you want to see me, 
you come to my house and I will be there. 

Mr. Arens. They all just happened to show up on the same evening; 
is that correct ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No; not on the same evening. I will be home that 
day, and that day quite a few people showed up. 

Mr. Arens. Apparently you had come out of seclusion. You had 
not seen people before you got back from your trip; is that correct # 

Mrs. Saverson. Will you repeat that again ? 

Mr. Arens. I was under the impression from what you said a little 
while ago that prior to the time you took this trip you were pretty 
much in seclusion, that you didn’t see people. 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. So you had come out of seclusion after you took this 
trip. 

Mrs. Suavetson. People knew that I would be home and they 
wanted to come, so they came. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say in your speech to these folks who 
dropped in, these 15 or so that evening? 

Mr. Suavetson. I told them lots of things. I told them about how 
the trade-unions were, how the different people live in Russia, what I 
saw. I told them. 

Mr. Arens. You didn’t discuss communism with them, of course, 
did you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I refuse to answer this question, gentlemen. This 
will intend to incriminate me and I refuse to discuss it. 

Mr. Arens. What is the next place you made a speech ? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make another speech ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I might have. I don’t remember. It is quite 
some time. 

Mr. Arens. You have told us here a while ago that you were going 
to make a series of speeches and did make a series of speeches. You 
just told us about two. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I did, but I don’t remember how many. 

Senator SmirH. It hasn’t been long. 

Mrs. Suavetson. I beg your pardon ? 

Senator Smirn. It hasn’t been very long since the end of May or 
June this year. 

Mrs. SHaverson. Yes; but it is very hard, don’t forget. People 

don’t meet—you sometimes come and you don’t even sit. 

Mr. Arens. You - make more than two speeches, didn’t you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t remember how many. I told you I don’t 
remember how many. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make more than two speeches ? 

Mrs. SHaverson. I might have made more than two 

Mr. Arens. Did you make as many as three? 
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Mrs. SHAvetson. Maybe I made as many as three. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make as many as five? 

Mrs. SHavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. You made as many as four? 

Mrs. SHavetson. I don’t know. 

Mr. ARENS. eet 

Mrs. Suaverson. I don’t know. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Where else did you speak besides these two places? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No other places. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make only two speeches ? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Let me see. Where else did I speak ? 

Mr. Arens. Let me ask you this question. Are you accustomed to 
making public speeches ? 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. No. 

Mr. Arens. Then, you would be impressed by the occasions on which 
you made a speech, wouldn’t you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. It wasn’t actually—I don’t know what you call a 
speech. 

Mr. Arens. A talk, then. 

Mrs. Suavetson. A sort of little report. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. ° 

Mrs. Suavetson. It is not to make a speech. To tell people what 
you saw is an entirely different thing. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s change the re ference from a speech to a report. 
Where else did you report besides the IWO lodge 71 and to this 
party of your friends? 

Mrs. Suravetson. I don’t remember. I just can’t at the moment 
think, you know. 

Mr. Arens. Are you accustomed to making reports. 

Mrs. SuHavetson. No. I don’t do such work of any sort. Don’t 
forget, as I said, I work in the shop. It is very hard, and I am past 
65. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t make many reports, do you? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. You would remember a report you did make, wouldn’t 
you ¢ 

Mrs. SHavetson. What I remembered I told you. 

Mr. ARreNs. Where else did you report besides to the TWO and to 
this party of yours? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I just can’t think now. I think I made some other 
report, but I don’t know where. I just can’t think of it just now. 

Doesn't it occur to you that people cannot recall ? 

Mr. Arens. Who is Rita Margoulis? 

Mrs SuAveison. She’s my daughter. 

Mr. Arens. Does she live with you? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Does she live near you? 

Mrs. SuAve.son. No. 

Mr. Arens. Where does she live? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. She just moved. She lives somewhere in Flush- 
ing. It is either—I always mix up this number and I couldn’t even 
say, but it is either of these numbers. It is eithert 9241 or 4192 Saul 
Street in Flushing, but I am not sure which. You understand she 
just moved there and I may make a mistake. 
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Mr. Arens. What does her husband do? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. He is a public accountant. 

Senator Smirn. I believe you identified your signature, didn’t you ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. That was your statement above there. 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. You went from New York to Paris by plane? 

Mrs. SHavetson. That is right. 

Senator Smirn. When did you make the arrangements to go by 
plane ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. When I made the arrangements, I think about a 
couple of weeks before or a week before. I don’t remember. 

Senator Smirn. Whom did you see to make the arrangements about 
going on the plane? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Who do I see? 

Senator Smrru. Whom did you see? 

Mrs. Suaverson. I didn’t have to see anybody. I paid my own 
fare to the Vogue Travel Bureau. 

Senator Smirn. And you paid the money yourself ¢ 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. That is right. 

Senator Smiru. To them? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. To go from New York to Paris and back ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Senator Smrru. How long ahead of time did you have to pay them 
the money ¢ 

Mrs. Suavetson. I couldn’t remember. 

Senator Smirn. Was it 1 week, 2 weeks, or 2 months? 

Mrs. SHaAvetson. No. It must have been about a week or so. I 
don’t remember exactly. I didn’t learn about the whole thing until 
very late. 

Mr. Arens. Did you get a leave of absence from your work to go 
on this trip? 

Mrs. SHaverson. It happened that this period of time is a slack 
period. 

Senator Smiru. In your application for a passport you said you 
were going by ship, didn’t you? 

Mrs. Suaverson. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. You changed after that? 

Mrs. Suavetson. Yes. I thought that would be better, that the 
thrill of going in a plane might sort of give me additional vigor, shall 
I say, or what. 

Senator Smirv. Did the whole group change their plans to go by 
plane instead of ship? : 

Mrs. Suavetson. I wouldn’t say. I wouldn’t know a thing about 
the group, gentlemen. All I know is that I was ready to spend the 
money, and I did it, and that is about all. 

Senator Smiru. Do you know the name of the man that you dealt 
with at the travel bureau? 

Mrs. Suavetson. No. I had somebody pick it up for me. I 
wouldn’t know the man there. I paid by check. 

Senator Smiru. Did you go down to their office ? 

Mrs. Suaverson. No. 
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Senator Smirn. Somebody came to see you? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. No. 

Senator Smiru. Who did you turn your check over to? 

Mrs. SuAvetson. The check ? 

Senator SmirH. Yes. 

Mrs. SuHAvetson. I gave it to somebody who should pick it up. 

Senator SmirH. W ho? 

Mrs. SHavetson. Originally I gave it to some friend of mine. 

Senator Smiru. Who? 

Mrs. SuHavetson. To a friend of mine. 

Senator SmirH. Who. 

Mrs. SuHAvetson. And she couldn't do it. 

Senator SmitH. What was her name? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. She had no time to go. 

Senator SmirH. What was her name, that you first gave the check to? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t remember the name. 

Senator SmiTH. What ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. I don’t remember the name. 

Senator Smira. You don’t remember your friend’s name? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t remember it, believe it or not. 

Senator SmirH. Even though she was a good enough friend for you 
to turn over your check to her ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Yes. 

Senator SmirH. Who finally did you turn the check over to ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I sent it to them. 

Senator SmitH. By mail? 

Mrs. Suavetson. That is right. 

Senator SmirH. Who brought you the tickets? 

Mrs. SHAvELSON. Who broughi me the tickets ? 

Senator SmirH. Who brought you the ticket ? 

Mrs. Suavetson. I don’t remember who it was, but somebody 
brought me the tickets. 

Senator SmirH. Did Mr. Sirota bring you the ticket ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. Mr. Sirota’ I had never seen the man. I don’t 
know. Ihadn’t see him in years. I saw him the first time, all I knew. 
You continuously ask me about Sirota. 

Senator Samira. [asked you if Sirota brought you your ticket. 

Mrs. SuHavetson. No, definitely no. 

Senator SmirH. Did your son, Velson. bring you the ticket ? 

Mrs. SHAVELSON. It might have been. 

Senator Smiru. That is all. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you very much, Senator. 

(W hereupon, at 12: 10a. m., the hearing was recessed subject to call 


of the Chair.) 











UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL OF SUBVERSIVES BEHIND THE 
IRON CURTAIN ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1951 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SupcomMMI?rres To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Security Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2 p. m., in room P-36, 
the Capitol, Hon. Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present: Senators Watkins and Smith. 

Also present: Richard Arens, director; Edward R. Duffy, Donald 
D. Conors, Mitchel M. Carter, investigators; Frank W. Schroder, 
professional staff member, 

Senator Warkins. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Will both witnesses please stand? Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony given in the matter now 
pending before this committee, will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Went. | do. 

Miss Exuis. I do. 

Senator Warkins. We are going to invoke the rule. Only one 
witness will be in the room at a time to testify. 

(Miss Ellis withdrew from the hearing room.) 

Senator Warkins. You may proceed, Mr. Arens. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK WEDL, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name and place 
of residence ¢ 

Mr. Webi. Frank Wedl, 401 East Eighty-ninth Street, New York, 
m2 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wedl, you are appearing here today in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Went. That ts right. 

Mr. Arens. Would the counsel kindly identify himself for the pur- 
pose of the record ? 

Mr. Rapinowirz. Victor Rabinowitz, 76 Beaver Street, New York. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wedl, would you kindly identify yourself by oe- 
cupation ? 

Mr. Wept. Painter and decorator. 
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Mr. Arens. Are you affiliated with any organization, any union ? 

Mr. Weput. Yes, Local Union No. 848, Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators, and Paperhangers of America, AFL. 

Mr. Arens. And are you an officer of that organization ? 

Mr. Webi. I am the chairman of that local union. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born ¢ 

Mr. Went. I was born December 20, 1898, Vienna, Austria. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you emigrate to the United States. 

Mr. Wepu. October 1922. 

I don’t know the—it has escaped me now—exact date. 

Mr. Arens. That is good enough. October 1922. 

And are you a citizen of the United States ? 

Mr. Webi. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you become a citizen of the United 
States ? 

Mr. Wept. 1928, June 1928. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly give us a brief résumé of the 
various places where you have worked, and your occupations and vo- 

cations since you arrived in the United States ¢ 

Mr. Wept. I always worked in New York City; was always em- 
ployed by New York City employers. 

Also, I did quite a lot of traveling for those firms in out-of-town 
jobs. 

Mr. Arens. What was the nature of the work? 

Mr. Went. Mostly the decorative line of the painting trade. 

Mr. Arens. Now, what unions have you belonged to? 

Mr. Wept. Only this one mentioned. 

Mr. Arens. That is the local 848 ? 

Mr. Went. Well, excuse me on that. Originally, I was in local 
union 499 of the same brotherhood, but from there I transferred into 
local 848. It is the same affiliation. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever made any trips abroad since you arrived 
in the United States? 

Mr. Wept. Only until April of this year. 

Mr. Arens. You mean you have made no trips abroad until April 
of this year? 

Mr. Went. No trips abroad until April of this year. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us what happened in April of this year. 

Mr. Wept. In April of this year I made a trip to Europe, embark- 
ing here in Idlewild, and arriving in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. And what was the occasion for the tr ip? 

Mr. Wepv. Well, originally, the trip was contemplated by myself 
to visit Vienna after a 30-year absence, almost 30-year absence. I was 
then tendered an invitation by the CGT of France as their guest to 
visit with them in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. Now, where else did you go besides to Paris? 

Mr. Wept. From Paris, I went to Prague, Czechoslovakia; Moscow, 
Soviet Union; Warsaw, Poland; Vienna, Austria, back to Paris and 
New York. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid for your trip from the United States to 
Paris? 

Mr. Wept. Well, the expenses of the trip were of two parts; partly 
my own and partly donations and contributions of France. 

Mr. Arens. Who contributed to the expenses ? 


st r= 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 135 


Mr. Wept. A group of rank and file painters of my organization. 

Mr. Arens. And who were they? Name them, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Wepu. Well, I cannot possibly give you any names. I am 
chairman in that local union for 11 years. ‘There is approximately 
a thousand members there, and we arranged a farewell party at which 
time some close friends made contributions. 

Mr. Arens. How much was contributed ? 

Mr. Wept. Well, that I can’t say exactly, but it should have been 
in the neighborhood of—it exceeded $400—$450. 

Mr. Arens. And it was given to you, was it, to help defray your 
expenses on this trip? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Now, at the time you left the United States, did you 
know you were going beyond Paris? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Well, 1 knew that I would have occasion to probably visit other 
countries without any definite idea of which countries they might be. 

Mr. Arens. Did you take this trip in the company of some other 
people ¢ 

Mr. Wepu. Yes. There was some other people there. 

Mr. Arens. About how many other people ?¢ 

Mr. Wept. | don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. About 16 of them, were there not / 

Mr. Went. I think 17 or 18. 

Mr. Arens. Was Alex Sirota along on this trip? 

Mr. Wepbt. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Was Clara Shavelson on this trip / 

Mr. Webi. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Was Carrie Mae Ellis on this trip ¢ 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Let me read you a list, just in the interest of economy 
of time, and ask you if all of these people accompanied you on the 
trip. 

These are in addition to those names which I have just called. 
Moses Wechsler? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. William Aloysious Wallace? 

Mr. Wep.. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. John Francis Holloran ? 

Mr. Weput. Right. 

Mr. Arens. Joseph De Rosa? 

Mr. Wept. Right. 

Mr. Arens. Esther Goldberg? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Charles Irving Velson / 

Mr. Wept. Not to iny recollection. 

Mr. Arens. William M. Glenn ? 

Mr. Wepu. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Allen Richard Greenfield ? 

Mr. Wepu. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Anselmo De Castro Francis ? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Isaac Alexander Wright ? 

Mr. Went. Right. 
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Mr. Arens. Oran Arnold Jenkins? 

Mr. Went. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. John Allen Johnson ? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Lauro Ophelia Dennis? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. * 

Mr. Arens. Frances Evelyn Johnson ? 

Mr. Wevv. Yes, 1 think. The wife of the first one mentioned, that is 
right. 

Mr. Arens. Is there anyone else who accompanied you on this trip 
in this party, other than the names of which I have called off to you? 

Mr. Wept. Not that I could remember. I think that is all. 

Mr. Arens. Now, who arranged this trip ? 

Mr. Wept. Well, the trip was arranged through Charlie Velson. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Charlie Velson? 

Mr. Went. He is an acquaintance of long standing of mine from 
during the war years in New York; was active, I believe, in the auto- 
mobile workers union. 

Mr. Arens. How did he happen to arrange it and contact you? Tell 
us about that. 

Mr. Went. However, he had knowledge of it—I don’t know. But 
he knew that probably through some conversation or remarks previ- 
ously, that I was anxious to go to visit Vienna, and he told me, he said, 
“There is an invitation of the CGT to go to Paris.” 

Mr. Arens. The CGT is a labor group in France, is it not? 

Mr. Weput. Yes. The full name is Confederatione Generale Travail. 
It means labor, in French. 

Senator WaTkins. Do you speak Franch ? 

Mr. Went. I studied French and English both, in my very young 
years, but it is just about reaching to pronounce the French by now. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations is Mr. Velson connected with ? 

Mr. Went. To my knowledge, he was connected with the automobile 
workers. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any other organizations, to your knowledge, 
that he is connected with? 

Mr. Went. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Now, did you meet with these folks that went with you on this trip 
prior to the time you departed from the United States? 

Mr. Wept. Well, some of them I only met in the airport, a few of 
them I met sometime previous to departure. 

Mr. Arens. And who was it you met prior to the departure? 

Mr. Wept. It is rather difficult for me to remember the names, but I 
should say I met with about six, seven, maybe eight of them, something 
like that. 

Mr. Arens. And where was the meeting ? 

Mr. Wepu. That was downtown. I don't recollect ex xactly any more 
where; some sort of an office building in New York. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wedl, I lay before you now an exhibit which has 
been identified in this record as a photostat of a passport application, 
and I ask you if you can identify that document. 

Mr. Went. That is right. It is my application for a passport. 

Senator Warkins. That is a copy, as a matter of fact. It is not the 
original, 


Mr. Went. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. It is a photostat. 

Is this your signature appearing here on page 2 of this photostatic 
copy of the passport application, which has been previously identified 
in this record ¢ 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Who met you at the airport in Paris? 

Mr. Wept. A representative of the CGT. 

Mr. Arens. And what was his name? 

Mr. Went. Well, it was not a man, to be sure; it was a lady only 
known to me by the name of Irene. 

Mr. Arens. And what did you do while you were in Paris? 

Mr. Went. We visited various points of interest. We visited 
factories. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do from the standpoint of meetings? 

Mr. Went. There were no other meetings, but informal gatherings 
at mealtimes, and at trips, that we made. 

Mr. Arens. How did you go from the United States to Paris? By 
what means ? 

Mr. Wept. Air France. 

Mr. Arens. An airplane? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. How long prior to the time that you left the United 

ates did you make your application for a passport é 

Mr. Went. I couldn’t say exactly. I would think it was around 4, 
3 to 4 weeks. 

Mr. Arens. On your application ? 

Mr. Wepw. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. On your application for a passport, you say here, in 
answer toa question: “Means of transportation,” you gave the answer 
“Steamship,” did you not? 

Mr. Went. If it says so there, then I did. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. How come you went by air? 

Mr. Went. Well, it was a change in plans, I suppose. I really 
don’t recollect how it came about. 

Mr. Arens. Who changed the plans? 

Mr. Wept. Well, in charge of the transportation was Charlie 
Velson, and while I was undecided at the time, my application read 
steamship because that is what my personal preference would have 
been. But it was suggested for a time saving, really, to go by airplane, 
which was immaterial to me. 

Mr. Arens. Who was chairman of the group that went over there? 

Mr. Web. Mrs. Esther Goldberg. She was not chairman at the 
time we went over, to make sure. 

Mr. Arens. Velson’s mother went on the trip, did she not? 

Mr. Went. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Now, how did you happen to go from Paris to Prague, 
and on into Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Went. In Paris, that is, the information I had here, they 
secured the visas for those countries mentioned. 

Mr. Arens. Who did? 

Mr. Wept. Mrs. Esther Goldberg was in charge of that. 

Mr. Arens. Did she procure the visas ? 


Mr. Wepvt. That is right. 
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Mr. Arens. How did you happen to go on into Prague and Soviet 
Russia? Was that on your own initiative, or how did that come about ? 

Mr. Wept. Well, the understanding when we left New York was 
that we had an invitation of the CGT to go to Paris, and we would 
be given an opportunity to visit probably with other trade-union 
movements in Europe. 

Mr. Arens. Other countries ? 

Mr. Wepbt. That is right, of other countries. 

No definite country at the time was contemplated, and this was 
arranged only after our arrival in Paris, where invitations had been 
extended to this group of trade unions. 

Mr. Arens. Who extended the invitation ? 

Mr. Went. The trade union movements of those specific countries. 

Mr. Arens. You went from Paris to Prague, did you not ? 

Mr. Went. Right. 

Mr. Arens. What was the name of the trade union movement in 
Prague? 

Mr. Wept. The Central Trade Union Committee of Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses from Paris to Prague? 

Mr. Went. That, I really don’t know; whether that was included 
in the original trip, or whether there was special arrangements. 

Mr. Arens. You know you did not pay it, though, do you not ? 

Mr. Went. I was told that the approximate cost to me, which was, 
as I say, raised, as I stated before, from contributions and part of it 
from myself, would be in the neighborhood of about $600, 

Mr. Arens. Do not parry with me; you did not pay your expenses 
from Paris to Prague. It was paid by the trade union; is that not 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Went. | stated before that I don’t know whether that was in- 
cluded in the amount that was originally given to me or not. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do w ith the money before you left? 

Mr. Went. That was given to Charlie Velson, who arranged for 
passage and travel. 

Mr. Arens. Then the money that was raised by your local was 
turned over to Velson ? 

Mr. Wept. My local didn’t raise no money. 

Mr. Arens. The money that was raised by your friends was turned 
over to Velson, about $400? 

Mr. Went. It was more than that that was collected, and, in addi- 
tion to that, I gave some of my own. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did you give Velson any of your own money be 
fore you left? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. How much did you give Velson of your own money? 

Mr. Wept. Well, I told you, I don't know the exact amount in 
volved. There was in excess of $400 raised from this collection, and 
somewhere there was $200 that I contributed of my own money. 

Mr. Arens. Then approximately $600? 

Mr. Wepi. Somewhere in excess of $600. 

Mr. Arens. Well, approximately $600, or a little in excess of $600 
was turned over to Velson to take care of you; is that correct ? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 
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Senator Warkins. Was that intended as a round-trip ticket to Paris 
and back ? 

Mr. Wept. I have no knowledge of the details of the thing. I was 
just told that this would be the approximate amount required. 

Senator Warkins. You knew it was to bring you back as well as 
take you, did you not? 

Mr. Wept. I beg your pardon ? 

Senator Warkins. You knew that the money that you were putting 
up, or that was put up for you, would take you to France and back: 
was that not the understanding ? 

Mr. Wept. Yes; would cover the travel expenses. 

Mr. Arens. Now, who was it you say was chairman of this group 
while you were enroute ? 

Mr. Went. Mrs. Esther Goldberg. 

Mr. Arens. Who elected her chairman ? 

Mr. Wept. That was done after our arrival in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. By whom ? 

Mr. Wepu. By those members, those 18. 

Mr. Arens. They all got together and eleeted her chairman of the 
group? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your hotel expenses in Prague ¢ 

Mr. Webi. The expenses for staying were paid by those trade-union 
movements whose invitation we went there on. I presume so. 

Mr. Arens. You did not pay it, though, did you? 

Mr. Went. I didn’t pay it. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you see in Prague? 

Mr. Wepu. We saw various trade union leaders. 

Mr. Arens. Who were they? 

Mr. Went. The names of them, I couldn’t give you. First of all, 
Czechoslovakian names are very hard to remember, and to keep in 
memory. I would have to consult some notes of that, that I probably 
can dig up somewheres. 

But I don’t remember. They were various trade union function- 
aries. 

Mr, Arens. When you were in Paris, before you left for Prague, 
did you know at that time that you were also going into the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. Wept. No, I didn’t know at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you think you were going? 

Mr. Wepu. Well, I knew I was going to Prague, and I was told that 
visas for other countries had been “arranged, After we went to 
Prague, we were told, “We are going to proceed from here to Moscow.” 

Mr. Arens. Who did the telling? Who told you that? 

Mr. Wept. Mrs. Goldberg told us. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Goldberg ? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you remonstrate with her in any respect about 
going into ie Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Mr. AReENs. “How long were you in Prague ? 

Mr. Went. In Prague, we stayed, I believe, 2 days. 

Mr. Arens. Then you took a plane and went to Moscow, did you 
not ? 
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Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arrns. Who paid your expenses from Prague to Moscow ? 

Mr. Went. That I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay your expenses from Prague to Moscow ? 

Mr. Wept. All I paid was the amount I mentioned before. 

Mr. Arens. That was before you left the United States? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. You turned that over to Velson? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What kind of a plane did you travel in from Prague to 
Moscow ? 

Mr. Went. I believe it was a Russian plane, but I am not too posi- 
tive on that. 

Mr. Arens. You did not make any arrangements on tickets from 
Prague to Moscow ? 

Mr. Went. I didn’t, personally. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Goldberg made all the arrangements; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. By the way, when you were in Prague, was Mrs, 
Shavelson ill while you were there? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. She was indisposed for a day, or something like 
that. 

Mr. Arens. Did she get around to the meetings in Prague? 

Mr. Went. I don’t know whether I should call those meetings. 
Those were informal gatherings. 

Mr. Arens. Did she get around to the informal gatherings in 
Prague? 

Mr. Wept. They had, I believe, part of the time. A couple of the 
times she didn’t appear at mealtimes, or so. She was indisposed. 

Mr. Arens. What happened when you got to Moscow? Who met 
you? 

Mr. Went. Again, some functionaries of the trade-union commit- 
tee there. 

Mr. Arens. Who were they? Do you remember their names? 

Mr. Went. I am sorry. 

Mr. Arens. They put you up in the Nationale Hotel, did they not, 
in Moscow ? 

Mr. Went. Yes: we stayed at the Hotel Nationale. 

Mr. Arens. And who paid your expenses in Moscow ? 

Mr. Wept. I presume the trade-union movement. 

Mr. Arens. But you did not pay them, did you? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Mr. Arens. How many meetings did you have in Moscow? 

Mr. Wept. Again, I must say I don’t know whether you should call 
them meetings. 

Our activities were visiting of various public institutes, factories, 
children’s homes, private homes, theaters, concerts, museums, and on 
down the line. 

Mr. Rarrnowitz. May I suggest that the witness answer the ques- 
tion pending before a new one is asked. 

Mr. Arens. You had some conferences there with some labor lead- 
ers? 

Mr. Went. Yes; we had some. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, who were these men you had the conferences with ? 

Mr. Wept. Various trade-union functionaries. 

Mr. Arens. Functionaries of what trade-unions ¢ 

Mr. Wept. There is an All Soviet Trade Union Council, and they 
have various departments, and various of those department heads 
explained to us the functioning of those departments. One dealt 
with, let me say, the aspect of health; another one with vacations ; 
another one with pay, with working conditions, and so on down the 
line. 

Mr. Arens. And you had conferences with those people, did you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Wept. I don’t know whether I should call it a conference. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk to them ? 

Mr. Wept. Yes; it was an explanation of how they worked there, 
because we were interested in seeing how those things functioned 
there. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask to see any slave-labor camps while you 
were over there? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Mrs. Shavelson asked to 
see the slave-labor camps? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any conversation about that ¢ 

Mr. Wept. We asked them. 

Mr. Arens. What did they tell you? 

Mr. Wepu. We were told it was a fairy tale. 

Mr. Arens. Did you believe them? 

Mr. Wept. From what I had seen, I had no choice but to believe 
them, because I didn’t see any of them while I was there. 

Mr. Arens. You were there for the May Day parade, too, were you 
not, in Moscow? 

Mr. Wepu. I wasn’t there for the parade, but I was there at the 
time of the parade. 

Mr. Arens. You witnessed the parade, did you not? 

Mr. Wept. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How far did you stand from Stalin? 

Mr. Wept. Four hundred feet, maybe, or thereabouts. I don’t know 
exactly. 

Mr. Arens. Then you left Moscow while you were over there, and 
went to Stalingrad, did you not? 

Senator Smirn. Did any of your party that you were traveling 
with march in the May Day parade? 

Mr. Wept. No. We were standing in the grandstand watching it. 

Mr. Arens. Then you left Moscow after a few days and went to 
Stalingrad, did you not? 

Mr. Wepu. No; I went up to Leningrad. 

Mr. Arens. That was first, was it? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What happened at Leningrad ? 

Mr. Went. The same thing as we had in Moscow. We went to 
various homes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk Russian ? 

Mr. Rapsinowirz. Please, can the witness 
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Senator Smiru. Just a minute. Let him ask the question. We are 
not going to have any argument about this thing now. 

Mr. Wevt. Well, I was unable to finish my answer, 

Senator Smiru. Go ahead and finish it. 

Senator Watkins. It would be better, Mr. Arens, if you would 
ask one question and let him finish it, because he may not have com- 
pleted his answer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you speak Russian ? 

Mr. Wept. No. Outside of the Viennese, I speak only German. 

Mr. Arens. How did you talk with these people? Did you have an 
interpreter ? 

Mr. Wept. We had interpreters. We found very few people who 
did speak some English. English seemed to be widely talked there, 
and I found occasionally somebody who spoke German. 

Mr. Arens. Who accompanied you on behalf of the Russians on 
these journeys around to the various factories and establishments in 
Leningrad ? 

Mr. Wept. Well, we always had anywhere from three to four inter- 
preters with us, and somebody that was assigned from the trade-union 
committee to take care of showing us about. 

Mr. Arens. Did you discuss communism with them while you were 
over there? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Mr. Arens. You joined in a statement over there, did you not ? 

Mr. Went. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Arens. You joined in a statement that was released to the press 
over there, did you not ? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Did all of your colleagues on this trip join in the 
statement, too / 

Mr. Went. I can’t tell for sure whether everybody was a part to it, 
but I believe most of them did. I don’t know just whether everybody 
did, or not. 

Mr. Arens. And that statement was released to the press over there, 
vas it not / 

Mr. Web. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go after you were in Leningrad? 

Mr. Wept. We came back to Moscow for, I think, just overnight, 
or some —— like that, and proceeded to Stalingrad. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. 

Now, what did you do in Stalingrad ? 

Mr. Went. Exactly the same thing. We visited various factories 
there; we looked up some schools, nurseries, and various things of 
interest, because most of these institutions, or a good many of them, 
are put up by the trade-unions and maintained for the service of the 
trade-union members. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have conferences with the leaders of the trade- 
union groups over there ¢ 

Mr. Went. Well, we were talking about—one person explains the 
sentence, how these institutions were being maintained, how the work 
ers were entitled to those benefits of those institutions, and so on down 
the line. 

Mr. Arens. Did you explain to them how things work over here, 
too ¢ 
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Mr. Webi. As a matter of fact, I recall only, I think, one or two 
occasions when we touched on our own set-up, as far as trade-unions 
is concerned here. 

Then it is an entirely different set-up as it is down in the United 
States. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Went. It is an entirely different set-up than here. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go from oe ad ¢ 

Mr. WEDL. To Sochi, on the Blac kS 

Mr. Arens. That is the resort, is it at 

Mr. Wep.. Yes, it is a health and rest resort, mineral springs, and 
SO forth. 

Mr. Arens. Then where did you go from there ¢ 

Mr. Went. From there, back to Moscow for another, I think, just 
a day or two, or something like that, and from there to Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens. You got to ) Warsaw / 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Not all in the party got to Warsaw 4 

Mr. Wept. That is right. I believe some, with the exe eption of one 
that took sick with a case of appendicitis, and remained in Moscow 

Mr. Arens. That was William Aloysius Wallace, was it not ? 

Mr. Wepu. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Now, what did you doin Warsaw / 

Mr. Wepu. Ver y—there again we were invited by the trade unions 
there, and they also gave us an explanation, took us on a sightseeing 
trip, showed us the destruction in Warsaw; showed us the Ghetto, 
where there was some two hundred fifty thousand Jews still unburied, 
and they showed us through the eonstruction of the ce ity, and gave us 
an idea of the work of the trade union. 

Mr. Arens. This plane that flew you in, was that a military plane? 

Mr. Went. I don’t know whether it was, or not, and I don’t know 
whether I would know it, the difference. 

Mr. Arens. Were the officers uniformed men ? 

Mr. Wepu. No. 

Senator Watkins. The pilots? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, the pilots, the people that operated the plane. 

Mr. Weou. To my observation, it looked like a civilian plane. 

Mr. Arens. Who is it of the party that did not go to Warsaw / 

Mr. Wept. I think the only one that didn’t go was William Wallace. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Shavelson did not go to Warsaw, did she? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t really know; I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. When did you come back from over there ? 

Mr. Wept. I came back here May the 18th. 

Mr. Arens. You came back in different groups, did you not / 

Mr. Weput. Well, personally, I went from Warsaw to Vienna. 

Mr. Arens. Some of them are still over there, are they not ¢ 

Mr. Went. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Where is Sirota? 

Mr. Wep.. Sirota is in New York. 

Mr. Arens. When did he arrive? 

Mr. Went. I believe he came back together with me, the same plane. 

Mr. Arens. What is his address? 

Mr. Went. His address? TI only know his office, from his organiza- 

tion, which is downtown, Broadway, Eleventh Street. 
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Mr. Arens. What is the name of the organization ? 

Mr. Wept. United Furniture Workers. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive your iyvitation to go to Moscow while 
you were in Moscow, or had you received that prev iously ! é 

Mr. Wept. I don’t recall that. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Now, where did you go from Warsaw ?¢ 

Mr. Went. I ama little confused now. 

Mr. Arens. You went to Rome, did you not? 

Mr. Went. No, I didn’t. 

But I am confused as to whether I went from Warsaw to Vienna, 
or whether I went first to Prague and Prague to Vienna. I will have 
totry tothink that over. I really don’t know. 

I took a Scandinavian airliner to Geneva. It was from either War- 
saw or Prague. I don’t recall whether it was from Prague or Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens. When you were in Warsaw, did you see Stenczik ¢ 

Mr. Wept. The name is not in my memory, if I did. 

Mr. Arens. He is the recent arrival here in this country. 

Mr. rant I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Were all these trade union groups that were your hosts 
in these various places allied with one another / 

Mr. Wept. That I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you not inquire about the nature of the organiza- 
tions that were receiving you ¢ 

Mr. Wepbv. I was satisfied that it was the representatives of the trade 
union movement of that respective country. Where whether there was 
interrelation, I was not interested, nor did I ask about it. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them you represented when you were 
over there / 

Mr. Weput. I told them I am a representative of my organization. 

Mr. Arens. What organization ? 

Mr. Wept. That I belong to. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of it ? 

Mr. Went. I had the endorsement of my local union for this visit. 

Mr. Arens, All right, sir. 

Now, where did you go next ? 

Senator Smiru. What was the organization? Did he ever answer 
the question about what organization it was ¢ 

Senator Watkins. He gave it in the beginning. 

Mr. Wept. The Painters Union, Local 848. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go next ? 

Mr. Wepu. Vienna. 

Senator Watkins. Is that union CIO? 

Mr. Wepu. AFL. 

Mr. Arens. And who received you there in Vienna ? 

Mr. Went. Nobody. 

Mr. Arens. That was just on your own, was it? 

Mr. Wept. That was entirely on my own. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you take off from when you landed 
Vienna? 

Mr. Wept. Well, I just stated before, I am somewhat confused. I 
don’t know whether I had my connection from Warsaw, after a 2-day 
stay there, or whether I had to go from Warsaw first to Prague to 
catch a plane from there to Vienna. I am somewhat unclear on that 
now. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you pay your expenses en route to Vienna in the air 
trip? 

Mr. Wept. No, not to Vienna. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid those? 

Mr. Wept. That was included in the trip. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in Vienna? 

Mr. Webi. Well, I stayed there for just 2 days. 

Mr. Arens. What zone did you stay in? 

Mr. Wept. Well, I stayed in a hotel in the fourth district, if I 
remember right. 

At that time, that was Russian-controlled. They change every 3 
months, I believe, the various districts. 

Mr. Arens. You stayed in the Russian zone of Vienna; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Went. I believe it was the Russian zone at that time, because 
they have no stationary zones. They change around. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in Vienna ? 

Mr. Wep.. Just looked up some old points of interest, where I went 
to school; where I worked; where I was born, visited the grave of my 
parents, where I served—TI served in the Austrian Army in the First 
World War. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any sessions there, any meetings? 

Mr. Web. No. 

Mr. Arens. Any conferences ! 

Mr. Went. No; I had no invitation of the trade-union movement. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go from Vienna ? 

Mr. Wept. Via Zurich, to Paris. 

Mr. Arens. And who paid your expenses to Paris, from Vienna? 

Mr. Went. From Vienna to Paris, I paid my expenses; that is right. 

Mr. Arens. Were you given any money by the Russians while you 
were over there in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Went. Yes, they gave us—I am not very clear on that, but I 
think they gave us about 200 rubles for the purpose of taking some 
souvenirs with us, little trinkets and things like that. 

Mr. Arens. You did not get into Rome, then ? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Senator Smirn. Let me ask a question about that. 

Where were you when they gave you the rubles ? 

Mr. Wept. In Moscow ? 

Senator Smirx. That is right. Was all your party there together 
at that time ? 

Mr. Went. I beg your pardon? 

Senator Smiru. Were all members of the party together when you 
each received this amount? 

Mr. Wept. No, I don’t think so. You see, we did not always stay in 
one group. We split up. : 

Senator Smirn. I understand. But at the particular time when 
they handed you the rubles, do you remember where you were; what 
building you were in? : 

Mr. Went. No, I believe that was given to me in my hotel room. 

Senator Smrrn. Did they give rubles to all members of the party? 

Mr. Went. Yes, I think so, because they all went out to buy a few 


— so they all must have gotten the same amount. Nobody had 
rubles. 
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Senator Smirn. There was no distinction made between you and 
somebody else in the party ? 

Mr. Went. No, not that I know of. 

Senator Smiru. And so far as you know, all of the members of the 
party were given the same number of rubles? 

Mr. Wept. I believe so. 

Senator Smirn. Was there any disagreement among you as to some- 
one getting more than others? 

Mr. Wept. No. 

Senator Smiru. There is no doubt in your mind but that everybody 
got the same number of rubles, then 

Mr. Went. I assume so. From what I heard, everybody got the 
same; nobody ever mentioned anything else to me. So I take it for 
granted. 

Senator Smiru. They all had some rubles at the same time ¢ 

Mr. Went. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. At the same time ? 

Mr. Wept. Yes, more or less. 

Senator Warkins. Let me ask you a few questions. 

Did you go anywhere in Russia unescorted ? 

Mr. Went. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. Were you permitted, in Moscow, for instance, to 
go out and see anything you wanted to see alone, if you wanted to go? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. We visited workers’ homes. 

Senator WarTkins. You went to workers’ homes? 

Mr. Wept. We went to church, we went to the synagogue. 

Senator Warkrns. When you say “we,” I am trying to find out what 
you mean. 

Mr. Wept. Well, we were a group of the 17 trade-unionists, teachers, 
carpenters, stonecutters, electrical workers, automobile workers, paint- 
ers—myself—and so on down the line. 

So we had different interests. I wanted to see construction of a new 
building, and some of the others were interested in child welfare, the 
teacher wanted to see schools, other people who are serving religion, 
wanted to see this church or this synagogue, and so on down the line. 
So we were not always together at all the time. 

Senator Warxins. You were only there in Moscow for 2 days, I 
understand. 

Mr. Wept. No, in Moscow I should say approximately 2 weeks 2 
the Soviet Union. Two days in Sochi, that much in St: alingrad, and 
Leningrad, and the travel in between. We were in Moscow directly 
7 or 8 days, or thereabout. 

Senator Warkins. Did you visit any of these places alone? 

Mr. Went. Right. 

Senator Warkins. Which places? 

Mr. Wept. Well, I went to a dockworker’s home in Leningrad. 
where I spoke there with the dockworker. 

Senator Warktns. I mean to any of these factories and places of 
interest, for instance, in Moscow. 

Mr. Went. Yes, we saw some of them. 

Senator Watkins. I understand you saw them, but I want to know 
about your going out alone, and going wherever you wanted to go by 
yourself / 
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Mr. Wepv. Well, when we came to some of those big factories there, 
we usually kept more or less together in order to get the explanation, 
because they couldn’t very well provide an interpreter for everyone 
separately. 

So we were in a group, and we had three or four interpreters. We 
spoke with some of the workers there. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any little talks over there in the factories ¢ 

Mr. Wept. I personally didn’t. 1 don’t recall of anybody making 
talks in the factories. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make some little talks around any place / 

Mr. Webi. Well, you would sit at a table, and there would be a 
toast to Soviet-American friendship, and all that kind of stuff. But 
that is about the size of it. 

Mr. Arens. When you walked into these factories, or these various 
establishments, there with your escorts or interpreters, you and your 
associates on this trip, did anyone speak as a spokesman for the 
group and make a little talk ¢ 

Mr. Webi. Well, we usually were introduced to the director of such 
a factory, who gave us a synopsis, a history, mentioned production 
and volume of work and improvements, and so on and so forth, a gen- 
eral lay-out of the work. 

Then they took a trip throughout, and after we were finished, we 
used to get. together in the director’s room and he would say, “Now, 
did you see anything that you think you want to improve on: any sug- 
gestions that you have to make, that you think this or that is lacking, 
and what you think of this and that, and one or the other ¢” 

There was no particular spokesman. We would probably say we 
thought this was very nice, and this was lacking, and so on down 
the line. 

Mr. Arens. I do not believe you quite understood what I meant. 
When you walked into these places where there were many people 
working in various establishments, did somebody stand up ‘and call 
a kind of a session to order and say, “Now, folks, we have,” or say in 
effect, “we have these people here who are visiting” and someone from 
your group would make a response, a little talk / 

Mr. Wepu. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did that ever happen ? 

Mr. Wept. We were usually received by the director of the works 
who would give us that explanation. We had no occasion of any 
talk. After that, we were shown the lay-out and the actual work in 
the factory. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go from Paris? 

Mr. Wept. To New York. 

Mr. Arens. And after you got back in New York, have you made 
little talks around / 

Mr. Wept. Well, people that knew that I went and asked me what 
{ thought, what I observed, I gave them my impressions. 

Mr. Arens. No, that is not what I mean. 

Have you made little talks around to, say, your labor group, or any 
place else? 

Mr. Wept. Well, I had one meeting with a group of rank-and-file 
painters from my immediate organization. 

Mr. Arens. When was that 4 
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Mr. Wept. The organization which sent me off. Well, approxi- 
mately 2 weeks after I returned back, something like that. 

Mr. Arens. And when was that, in the evening? 

Mr. Went. Yes, it was in the evening. 

Mr. Arens. And did you make a little speech then ? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them in your speech ? 

Mr. Wepvw. Well, these people are trade-unionists; they naturally 
are interested as far as the works of the trade-unions are concerned. 
Well, the most apparent difference between those two trade-union 
movements are—— 

Senator Warxrns. Is this what you said? 

Mr. Went. Yes. 

I mean the most important difference is that our work in the trade- 
unions is mostly concerned with wages and hours. This is the No. 
1 consideration of our work in trade-unions here. 

While I was there, the welfare of the workers and their families, 
I should say, is the most outstanding of their work, the maintain- 
ing of play camps for the children; the maintaining of rest homes, 
of sanitoriums, of trips of different kinds, which is fine for those 
trade-union movements. 

Mr. Arens. Is that what you talked about ? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk to them any about communism? 

Mr. Wep.. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Roy Hudson ? 

Mr. Wept. Roy Hudson? 

Mr. Rasrnowtrz. May I consult with the witness ? 

Senator Warkrins. You know who he is, do you not? 

Mr. Wept. I am just trying to think. 

I don’t think I do. 

Mr. Arens. You do not know Roy Hudson ? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t think I do. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been in the May Day celebrations here in 
the United States? 

Mr. Went. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last May Day celebration you were 
in? 

Mr. Wept. I was in? Last year, 1950. 

Mr. Arens. Sir? 

Mr. Wepbt. 1950. 

Mr. Arens. And what did you do in the May Day celebration ? 

Mr. Wept. I participated in it. 

Mr. Arens. How ? 

Mr. Wept. I marched in the parade. 

Mr. Arens. And who marched in the parade of your labor group? 
I have trouble remembering the name of that. 

Senator Warkrns. Painters and Decorators, Local 848. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Did your Brotherhood of Painters and Decora- 
tors, 848, all walk in it? 

Mr. Wept. I wouldn’t say all walked in it. Some from it that 
wanted to. It is not obligatory. 

Mr. Arens. You walked in it, did you? 
Mr. Wept. That is right. 
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1- Mr. Arens. Were you in the May Day parade of 1949? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. 1948? 

Mr. Web. I think so, but I am not so sure on all those dates. You 
see, during my years, I had five major operations, I don’t know 
whether IT had at one time or another, I was not able to. 

Mr. Arens. How about 1947? 


ly Mr. Wepu. I don’t remember. 
cd. Mr. Arens. Well, you were on the United May Day Committee 
on in 1947, were you not ¢ 


Mr. Wepu. I was on the United May Day Committees, but of the 
years, [am not sure of which I was. 
Mr. Arens. I did not get your answer. 


le- Mr. Wept. I said I was on United May Day Committees, but I 
10. don’t recall the years. 

Mr. Arens. Your local, by the way, petitioned President Roosevelt 
es, to release Earl Browder, did it not, back in 1942? 
in- Mr. Wept. I respectfully decline to answer that because it might 
es, tend to incriminate me for one reason or another. I am not sure on 
se those things. 


Mr. Arens. I did not get your very last comment. 

Mr. Wept. I say I am not sure on those things. 

Mr. Arens. Well, is it not a fact that you, as president of local 848, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers, AFL, peti- 
tioned Roosevelt for the release of Earl Browder ? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirit (presiding). What was the question / 

Mr. Arens. The question was whether or not local 848 of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorations, and Paperhangers, AFL, peti- 
tioned President Roosevelt for the release of Earl Browder in 1942. 

Senator Smiru. What was the response ? 


in Mr. Arens. He declined to answer. 
Mr. Wept. I decline to answer on the ground of possible self- 
inerimination. 
ere | Senator Smiriz. Possible, vou say ? 


Mr. Went. Of self-incrimination. 

Senator Smiru. You think it would incriminate you? 

Mr. Wepu. I don’t know; it might. 

Senator Smirn. You think it might, then? 

Mr. Went. It might. 

Senator SmirnH. The Chair is going to direct you to answer that 
question unless you would give some other reason why you think 
answering that question would tend to incriminate you. 

up? Mr. Wenn. May I consult counsel ? 
I do beheve that anything that I believe will incriminate me, under 


the fifth amendment. I ean decline to answer. 


ora- Senator Suirn. Why do you say that would incriminate you, what 
that union did about petitioning fora rele ase of Earl Browder ? Why 
that do you say that that would incriminate you ? 


Just a minute, Mr. Rabinowitz. We are not going to have any more 
of this whispering. 
Mr. Rantnowrrz. T will say it out loud. 
8)801—51 11 
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Senator Smiru. All right, say it out loud, then. 

Mr. RaxsinowI!Tz. Surely. 

In my opinion, that answer to that question is subject to a privilege, 
and I advise the witness that he need not answer. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer it. 

Mr. Wept. I decline on the ground of incrimination, self-inerimi- 
nation. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Wedl, do you recall the strike out in San 
Francisco, the general strike out there, back about 1937-38 

Mr. Wept. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Who was Willie McGee? 

Mr. Wept. Willie McGee is a Negro that was indicted for rape. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do about that? 

Mr. Went. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a statement issued by the Civil Rights 
ge on behalf of Willie McGee, in 1951? 

*. Wepu. I respectfully decline to answer that. 

Mr Arens. I respectfully submit to the chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. I might say, incidentally, that, in advising the 
witness on the record in this way, I think that the witness’ right to 
counsel is hardly being afforded him. 

However, in order to proceed without raising any issues, which I do 
not think are particularly necessary at this time, I am willing to pro 
ceed in this way: I will advise the’ witness that the Civil Rights Con- 
gress is an organization which is on the Attorney Gener: al’s subver 
sive list, and that he therefore has a right to claim the privilege with 

respect to any question concerning his association with or participa- 
tion in the activities of the Civil Rights Congress. 

Senator Smiru. Has the Civil Rights Congress then been mentioned 
in your question ? 

Mr. Arens. It was under the auspices of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Rabinowitz, I observed in your comment there, that you said 
that it would deprive the witness of his certain rights to counsel. 
Do you construe that the witness has a right to counsel in a pro 
ceeding of this character? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. I think so, but, as I say, I do not want to particu 
larly debate the issue at this point. The chairman has indicated a 
desire that I advise the witness aloud, and until I feel that there is 
some reason for suggesting a private conference with the witness. 
I do not feel there is any occasion for it now; maybe there will never 
be, I am perfectly willing to make my comments on the record. 

IT am aware of the fact, because I have had previous experience 
with the committee, that there may be some difference of opinion - 
tween counsel and myself as to the right of a witness to counsel, 
the right of counsel under these cire umstances. 

However, as I say, in view of the fact that I am willing to make my 
statements on the record, we do not have to join issue on that point. 

Mr. Arens. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Went. I stated I decline to answer on the ground of self 
incrimination. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the chair- 
man order the witness to answer the question as to whether or not 
he was one of the signers of a statement by the Civil Rights Congress 
in behalf of Willie McGee. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer that, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Wept. With due respect, I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever sign a statement urging President ‘Tru- 
man to talk with Stalin? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Went. Because I believe that it might be self-incriminating 

Mr. Arens. Could not someone urge President Truman to “tall 
with Stalin without incriminating himself ? 

Mr. Went. Well, that I cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. Let me ask one question. 

Are you afraid that that might lead to some other question in a 
series of questions that might incriminate you? 

Mr. Went. I have no knowledge. It is a little hard to memorize 
the subversive list, and I decline to answer anything that might have 
any possible connection with such, because it would be self- 
incriminating. 

Senator Smiru. I did not understand that question to involve that 
at all, did it? 

I asked you whether or not the reason you decline to answer was 
because you were afraid that that might be the beginning of a series 
of questions which, if you answered, might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t know how to answer that. 

Senator Smirn. Read the question to me. I want to get answers, 
if he can answer. I did not see anything in that question, unless it 
was fear it would lead to a series of questions. It might not be one 
he wished to answer. 

Mr. Arens. I can give him the question again, if you please, 
Senator. 

Did you sign a statement urging President Truman to talk with 
Stalin in 19494 

Mr. Went. I still decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. As president of painters local 848, have you signed a 
number of statements upon public issues ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. I would advise the witness, so far as that ques- 
tion is concerned, that I do not think it is subject to the claim of 
the privilege, and that so far as his privilege is conéerned, it would 
be perfectly—the question phrased as it is now—proper to answer. 

Mr. Wept. I have signed, not as an individual, but usually on 
actions taken by the local union, various statements on and off. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a statement calling for an international 
agreement to ban the use of atomic weapons? 

“Mr. Rasrvowrrz. I would advise the witness that he would be en- 
titled to the privilege with respect to that question, at least in the 
present state of the record. 

Mr. Wept. I will respectfully decline. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest to the chairman that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question. 
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Senator Smrrnu. The Chair directs you to answer that question. 
Mr. Web. I still will have to decline on possible self-incrimination. 
Mr. Arens. What organizations do you belong to? 

Mr. Rasrnowirz. I advise the witness he may decline to answer that. 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any nonsensitive organizations? 

Mr. Went. I don’t get the question, nonsensitive organizations. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organizations, membership in 
which, in your judgment, would not possibly incriminate yourself? 

Mr. Webi. Well, the answer itself would be self-incriminating; 
therefore, I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Went. I am SOrry; I have to decline. 

Mr. Rasinowrrz. May I advise the witness here? 

As I understand the question now, Mr. Arens is asking you whether 
there are any organizations that you belong to which do not come 
within this area of so-called subversive organizations, or incriminat- 
ing organizations, like a local men’s club. 

Senator Smirn. YMCA, church. 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. Yes, whether you belong to any such organizations. 

Now, in my opinion, that question is not subje ct to the privilege, un- 
derstanding that the question, and the chairman’s direction now, is 
confined to exclusively that kind of organizations. 

Organizations, which, as the chairman said, YMCA, YMHA, gym- 
nastic clubs, or something along that line, which is not subversive or 
has not been suggested to be subversive. 

Mr. Wepu. Well, 1 do belong to a gymnastic society. I used to be 
active in it. Iam just there for sentiment now. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of this society ? 

Mr. Went. It isthe New York Turn-Verein. 

Mr. Arens. How many organizations do you belong to in toto? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever belong to a little painters’ club in New 
York City? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. What is the name of it? 

Mr. Arens. A painters’ club. 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. If the organization, or if the witness feels that 
the organiZz: ition referred to, is one which either has been or might —_— 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that you were a member of the 
industrial branch of the painters’ club of the New York City Com- 
munist Party, and ask you to either aflirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Were vou, in 1945, a member of the are ‘nth Assembly 
District Club of the Communist Party in New York City? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Gerhart Eisler? 

Mr. Wepu. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Is there an individual known as Gerhart Eisler? 

Mr. Wepi. What was mentioned in the papers; that is all. 

Mr. Arens. Is that all you know about him? 

Mr. Wept. That is right. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you ever speak on his behalf? 

Mr. Wepu. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens Did you ever meet him? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the German American 
Trade-Unionist Council? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you asa fact that, in 1942, you were a member 
of the German American Trade-Unionist ? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sponsor, or were you one of the sponsors, of a 
Call to a National Labor Defense Conference for Peace ¢ 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Why do you decline to answer that question ? 

Mr. Wept. I beg your pardon ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Why do you decline to answer that question ? 

Mr. Wept. On the ground of possible self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Has that organization been cited as a Communist front, 
to your knowledge? 

Mr. Went. I stated before that, with the 60-page book with names 
of subversive organizations, I am in no position to tell which is which. 
I don’t know that. 

Mr. Arens. Well, if that organization had not been cited as a Com- 
munist-front organization, or as a Communist-controlled organization, 
you would decline anyway; is that correct 4 

Mr. Wepn. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest to the chairman 
that the witness be ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Senator Smirn. What was the question ? 

Mr. Arens. Whether or not he Was a sponsor of a Call to a National 
Labor Defense Conference for Peace. 

Mr. Wepu. I respectfully decline to answer. 

Senator Smirn. The chairman directs you to answer that question. 

Mr. Wept. I still respectfully decline. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Herman Bottcher? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever hear that name before? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. What was the Washington Peace Rally of the American 
Peace Mobilization ? 

Mr. Wepu. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Wept. It might be a self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arnens. You say it might be. Do you feel that your knowledge 
of what this organization is, or was, if revealed, might tend to incrimi- 
nate you? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer the question on that line. 

Mr. Arens, I respectfully suggest to the chairman that he be ordered 
and directed to answer this last question ? 

Senator SmirH. The Chair directs you to answer that question. 

Mr. Wept. I still have to respectfully decline. 

Mr. Arens. In 1941, did you attend a dinner, on February 21, com- 
memorating the twenty-sixth Red army anniversary ? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer that. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you urge, in 1946, as president of local 848, all union 
members to vote for the Communist Party candidates in the elections? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a magazine known as German-American? 

Mr. Wept. There is such a magazine, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever send greetings to the magazine? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think about the Federal grand juries in 
the southern district of New York? 

Mr. Razinowirz. I am trying to avoid overstepping what the com- 
mittee feels to be permissible eround here. But it does: seem to me 
that that question, “What do you think of the grand jury” is a rather 
difficult one for a witness to answer. I certainly would not know how 
to answer it, if I were asked the question. 

Mr. Went. I have nothing to do with them. 

Mr. Arens. Well, have you expressed yourself with reference to the 
grand juries in the southern distr * of New Yor se 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer. I don’t know. I decline to answer, 

Senator Smira. Did you make any protest against the grand jury 
of the southern district of New York in the way ‘they were organized ? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think about NATO? 

Mr. Wept. NATO? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Weput. Which stands for? 

Mr. Arens. North Atlantic Treaty Organization, What do you 
think about that? 

Mr. Raprnowirz. I advise the witness that he may, if he wishes, 
refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Went. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that a person can 
have an opinion on that, one way or the other, without necessarily 
incriminating himself. 

Senator Sairxn. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Wept. I cannot answer that without possible self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend the national committee meeting of the 
National ne Conference for Peace in January—January 28, 1951? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer that one. 

Mr. Arens. Were vou in Chicago in January—January 28, 1951? 

Mr. Ranrnowrrz. I advise the witness that he may decline to answer 
that question if he wishes. 

Mr. Went. I will decline to answer it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not, 
on January 28, he was in Chicago, II. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Went. I will still have to decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been suspended from AFL? 

Mr. Went. No. 

Mr. Arens. Has your local ever been suspended ? 

Mr. Went. 848? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Went. No. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the American Labor Party in 
1948 ? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
he was a member of the American Labor Party in 1948. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair so directs. 

Mr. Went. I will still have to decline. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been ejected from any labor organiza- 
tion? 

Mr. Wepu. No. 

Mr. Arens. Well, has your local ever been ejected from any labor 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Wepu. Local 848? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wepw. No. 

Mr. Arens. Your passport was picked up when you got back to 
the United States, was it not ? 

Mr. Weput. No, I handed it over. 

Mr. Arens. To whom did you hand it? 

Mr. Went. The security agent. 

Mr. Arens. Where was that? 

Mr. Went. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

Mr. Wept. At the General Post Office in New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Well, did you go there on your own volition ? 

Mr. Went. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What prompted you to do that? 

Mr. Wept. I was requested to do so. 

Mr. Arens. Who requested you? 

Mr. Went. The Office of Internal Security, at this address. 

Mr. Arens. Did they send a letter or call you, or how did they get in 
touch with you? 

Mr. Went. They called me, then, in my absence, they had two 
security agents in my home, when I wasn’t present. Then they sent 
me another letter with a return receipt requested, and I finally went 
down with it and surrendered it. I mean, I was told to bring i it for 
examination. ‘That was all I saw of it. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I hand you this list of names which I read off to you, 
of people who accompanied you on this journey abroad that we have 
been talking about here a little while ago, and ask you who on that 
list, to vour knowledge, is not a Communist. 

Mr. Went. Is not what ? 

Mr. Arens. Is not a Communist ? 

Mr. Wept. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair so directs you. 

Mr. Wept. I am sorry; I still have to decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any persons on that list who, to your knowl- 
edge, are not Communists? 
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Mr. Went. I still have to decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any persons on that list concerning whom you 
do not know whether or not they are Communists ? 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the Chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the last two questions. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair so directs the witness to answer them. 

Mr. Wept. I am sorry, but I still have to, in all due respect, decline 
to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who, of this group, who made this trip with you, have 
you seen since your return é 

Mr. Wepu. I saw Miss Ellis right now, and I saw Alex Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. Alex Sirota, you saw him? 

Mr. Wepu. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you see him, and when? 

Mr. Went. I don’t know. I saw him sometime ago, a chance meet- 
ing, in the building where his organization has its office. 

Mr. Arens. Anybody else that you have seen on this list, this group 
which went with you to Europe? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you get any refund on this money that you turned 
ever to Velson, who arranged this trip? 

Mr. Wepi. No 

Mr. Arens. What is the group that Sirota is connected with ? 

Mr. Went. He is—I don’t know what capac ity, but I think he isa 
manager or something like that, for United Furniture Workers. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know any other organizations he belongs to? 

Mr. Web. That he belongs to? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Wepu. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not he is a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Wepu. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. How often have you seen Sirota in the course of, let us 
say, the last year? 

Mr. Went. I don’t know. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you seen him as many as a dozen times? 

Mr. Webi. I wouldn't know. 

Mr. Arens. Have you seen him as many as two dozen times ? 

Mr. Wept. I don’t remember. I don’t. 

Mr. Arens. Well, have you seen him as few times as two times in 
the last year ¢ 

Mr. Wept. I er ‘tfully decline to answer any question—— 

Mr. Arens. I did not understand what you said. 

Mr. Went. I decline to answer any questions of the meetings or 
chance meetings with Mr. Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, he has said for this record that he has 
seen Sirota. 

Mr. Wept. Yes; and I don’t know how many times, and where, and 
when. 

Mr. Arens. You have declined, as I understand it, to talk about 
seeing Sirota. 

What is on your mind about that? 
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Mr. Went. I don’t decline to talk about Sirota, about seeing Sirota. 
J just don’t know when, and where, and how many times I saw him. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to meetings with Sirota? 

Mr. Went. No. 

(.A short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Arens. The next witness is Carrie Ellis, who has already been 
sworn. 


TESTIMONY OF CARRIE ELLIS, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name and residence ? 

Miss Evuts. Carrie Ellis, 241 Macon Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Arens. Are you married or single? 

Miss iu Is, Divorced. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born ? 

Miss Exuis. I was born in Mount Olive, N. C., November 30, 1922. 

Mr. Arnens. Where is your residence / 

Miss Ennis. Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. What is the street address ? 

Miss 1 Lis. 241 Macon. 

Mr. Arens, 241 Macon Street, Brooklyn ¢ 

Miss Exuurs. Yes. 

Mr. An NS, You are appeal Ing here today in response toa subpena 
which was served upon you! 

Miss Euurs. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Miss Euuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would counsel kindly identify himself? 

Mr. Rariwowrrz. Victor Rabinowitz. 76 Beaver Street, New York. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you work? 

Miss Eustis. I work for the Englander Co. in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Arens. Identify the company, if you please. 

Miss Extis. It is a bedding factory. 

Mr. Arens. A what ? 

Miss Ex.uis. The type of work? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Exris. It is a bedding factory. 

Mr. Arens. What do you do? 

Miss Extrs. I am an operator. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of a local of a labor organization ? 

Miss Exurs. Iam a member of the Furniture Workers Union, Local 
140. 

Mr. Arens. Who is head of that union ? 

Miss Ensas. Who is head of the union ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Exits. You want the officials? 

Mr. Arens. Is Mr. Sirota head of the union ? 

Miss Euuis. He is an official. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever held any office or position in the union ¢ 

Miss Exuis. Well, I am on the committee for the shop that I work 
in, and I am a member of the executive board. 

Mr. Arens. Of the local ? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. Have you ever been outside the country ? 

Miss Extts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Miss Exits. April 22 I left America. 

Mr. Arens. What was the occasion for you going ? 

Miss Exxis. Well, it was a visit to the trade unions in other coun- 
tries, in France. 

Mr. Arens. Well, how did you happen to go? 

Miss Etxis. I was elected from my union. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses ? 

Miss Exuis. The union. 

Mr. Arens. How much did they advance for that ? 

Miss Exuis. The ticket to France was around $622, I think, round 
trip. 

Mr. Arens. Did the local there, Mr. Sirota’s local, pay all of the 
expenses ¢ 

Miss Exits. They paid the expenses to France. 

Mr. Arens. Did they give you any pocket money ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, I had some pocket money, spending change, for 
little souvenirs and things of that sort. 

Mr. Arens. Who arranged the trip? 

Miss Exuis. Where the union is concerned ? 

Mr. Arens. Well, who arranged the trip? 

Miss Exxis. It was an invitation to the trade unions here to visit 
the trade unions in France, an invitation from the CGT. 

In my particular local, the executive board elected me to go on the 
trip. 

Mr. Arens. Who is on the executive board that elected you? 

Miss Exuis. Who elected me? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Exits. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Who was on the executive board ? 

Mr. Raxsrnowirz. Does counsel want the names of the people on the 
board ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Exuis. I can’t remember all the names. 

Mr. Arens. Well, tell us those you do remember. 

Miss Exits. Frank Wagner, Moscowitz, Frank Jusek. 

Mr. Arens. Is Sirota on that? 

Miss Exuts. Yes, Sirota, Permamenta, Mamie Scott—I still can’t 
remember all the names. 

Mr. Arens. Who else besides you went on this trip from your loeal? 

Miss Exuis. Alex Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. Anybody else? 

Miss Exuis. No. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, who arranged the trip, planned the itinerary, 
planned where you were going to go?’ Who had charge of it? 

Miss Exuis. Well, when we left America we didn’t have : any definite 
plans except to France. We had the understanding that there was a 
possibility of us receiving invitations to go to It: aly, or maybe other 
countries, but there wasn’t any present knowledge of where we would 
go or anything at the time. That we didn’t know until after we 
arrived in France. 
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Mr. Arens. Whom have you talked to since you received your 
subpena to appear before this committee with reference to your tes- 
timony here / 

Miss Exuis. I haven’t talked to anyone except that when I received 
the subpena I contacted the union local and, well, naturally, the 
lawyer. 

Mr. Arens. What is his name? 

Miss Exxis. Rabinowitz. 

Mr. Arens. Spell that, please. 

Miss Exuis. R-a-b-i-n-o-w-i-t-z. 

Mr. Rasinowrrz. Me. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get that. 

Miss Exuis. The attorney. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rabinowitz, attorney for the local ? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. So the union made arrangements for you to be in touch 
with Mr. Rabinowitz; is that correct ¢ 

Miss Enis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And the union is going to pay Mr. Rabinowitz for his 
services in representing you here today ¢ 

Miss Exuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, what did Charles Irving Velson have to do with 
this trip? 

Senator Smrrnu. Let me ask you a question. When you left here 
I believe you said you didn’t know where you were going other than 
to Franc e? 

Miss Exvuis. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. Of course, you didn’t know whether the people 
who planned the trip had any other plans in mind or not. 

Miss Exuis. Well, before leaving here I had the chance of meeting 
some of the other people that went along on the trip, and while either 
talking with these people or while being together, the question was 
asked whether there was any place else we were supposed to go, how 
far, what extent the trip was. Nobody knew any other place we were 
going to other than France. 

But there was an understanding that it was possible after we got 

France—— 

Senator Smirn. That you might go somewhere else? 

Miss Exits. Yes. There were invitations. 

Senator Smiru. Did you have a little meeting before you left? 

Miss Ex.is. It wasn’t a meeting particul: arly. It was, well, just a 
few of the people that were going were familiarized. 

Senator Smirn. What were you told you were supposed to do 
over there? 

Miss Euuis. No particular thing. We were guests there. 

Senator Smirn. Just go over and visit Paris? 

Miss Evtis. We were guests. 

Senator Smiru. Just to go over as guests and visit around? Is 
that correct ? 

Miss Exits. Yes. 

Senator Smrru. Were you supposed to have any conferences over 
there ? 

Miss Exxis. No; there were no conferences. 
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Let. me ask a little about that to see what you 


know about that. 


Before you left you had, 


though, sort of a little get- toget ther with 


the people you were just ts king about, sbont where you were going 
and what you were going to do over there? 


Miss E LLIS. 
Senator SMITH. 
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Miss Exuts. 


SMITH. 


Senator 


SMITH. 


SMITH. 


We met regarding leaving on the trip. 

Well, how many of you were together at that time? 
I would say around seven. 

Around how many ? 

I would say around seven. 

Seven / 

Yes. 

Where did you all get together to discuss this ? 

At the union office. 
Now, was Mr. Sirota there? 
No. 


So that when you were told where you were all 


going, Mr. Sirota wasn’t present ? 


Miss Extts. 
SMITH. 
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Not at the time I met. the others. 
Who did the talking at that time about where you 
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that time but Paris, but France. 
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Senator SMITH. 


you go to France? 
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We were told that we would—— 
I mean what individual in the group talked to you? 
Charlie Velson. 


Senator SmirH. How long after you got to France was it be fore you 


learned that you were going to Russia ? 


Miss Extts. 
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Miss Exits. 
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exactly. 
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Or the next day? 

A couple of days, I would say. I couldn't answer that 
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Going, where ? 


Were you going by boat, or were you going by airplane, 
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No; to Paris? 
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Did you have that in your mind all the time ? 
Well, no. In the beginning the union said that maybe 
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Senator Smirn. Well, who made the change in plan ? 
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Miss Extis. I don’t know. It happened that some of the others 
were going along, and I don’t know of any individual making the 
change. 

Senator SmirH. Well, who made the change? Did you have the 
ticket for the boat to start with ? 

Miss Exuis. I didn’t have any ticket when I was considering the boat. 

Senator Smirn. How long before you left was it that you got your 
ticket ¢ 

Miss Exuus. About 3 or 4 days, wouldsay. I don’t remember. 

Senator SmirnH. Who brought you the ticket / 

Miss Exuis. Well, the night I met the few of the people that I did, 
that is the night that I got my ticket. Charlie Velson gave me the 
ticket. 

Senator Smiru. Charlie whom ? 

Miss Exuts. Velson. 

Senator SmirH. Was he the man that was distributing tickets around 
and had charge of that part of the trip / 

Miss Exuis. He wasthe man that I got my ticket from and the people 
that were there at that time, to mv knowledge, 

Senator Smiru. In other words, the group that was there that night 
received their tickets from him. 

Now, as to what took place when you weren't there, of course, you 
don’t know. 

Miss Exuuis. I don’t know. 

Mr. AR ENS, I lay before Vou a photost: tic copy of tl passport ap pli- 
cation which has been identified previously in this record, and I ask 
you to look at it and see if you can ide tify that photostatic copy of 
this passport application. 

Miss Exuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You identify it as what? I will put the question in a 
different way. 

Is that a true and correct photos static copy of the passport appli- 
cation which you made to go to Europe in April of this year? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who was chairman of this group that went across in 
the airplane / 

Miss Euuis. Esther Goldberg acted as secretary of the group. 

Mr. Arens. Who elected her ¢ 

Miss Exivis. ‘The people in the group. 

Mr. Arens. Now, you arrived in Paris and were received there by 
the trade-union group in Paris; is that correct ¢ 

Miss Ennis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And from Paris you went where é 

Miss Exits. From Paris we went to Prague. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay your expenses from Paris to Prague 

Miss Evus. Well. after we arrived in Paris and received the fur- 
ther invitations, the further expenses were taken care of by the trade- 
unions. 

Mr. Arens. That is, from Paris to Prague, from Prague to War- 
saw, from Warsaw to Moseow, and all around; is that not correct ? 

Miss Euuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any inkling that you might go to Prague 
or Moscow, or any other place other than Paris prior to the time you 
left the United States 

Miss Exuis. No. 


. 
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Mr. Arens. Did anybody else tell you you might get some invitations 
over there? 

Miss Exuis. No. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go from Prague? 

Miss Extxis. From Prague we went to the Soviet Union. Moscow 
was the first stop 

Mr. Arens. How long were you in Moscow? 

Miss Etuis. We were in the Soviet Union for about 2 weeks, but 
in different places, one place to another. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you see in the Soviet Union? 

Miss Etuts. Whom did we see? 

Mr. Arens. Yes; and talk to? 

Miss Etuts. We talked with people, anybody, people in their homes, 
in the schools, in the streets. 

Mr. Arens. Do you speak Russian ¢ 

Miss Exits. No. 

Mr. Arens. How did you talk to them, through interpreters ? 

Miss Exuis. Sometimes, and very often we met people that could 
speak English. 

Mr. Arens. What was your purpose in going to Moscow ? 

Miss Extis. Well, the purpose in going to Moscow was—it was an 
opportunity that we had, and naturally I, myself, was willing to 
accept and go along and see and expe rience. 

Mr. Arens. Did you join in a statement over there that was released 
to the press? 

Miss Exuis. Did I join in a statement ? 

There was a statement released to the press. 

Mr. Arens. Did you join in it? 

Miss Exuis. It was on behalf of the group that went. 

Mr. Arens. Did you acquiesce in it, agree to it ? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did they give you any money in Moscow? 

Miss Ennis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How much did they give you? 

Miss Exuis. About 200 rubles. 

Mr. Arens. Did they give everybody in the party 200 rubles? 

Miss Etuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You know that as a fact? 

Miss Euuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Two hundred rubles is worth about 50 dollars here, 

it not? 

Miss Exuis. That is what I understood. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do with your 200 rubles? 

Miss Extxis. Well, we shopped for souvenirs. 

Mr. Arens. Where else did you go besides Moscow in Russia? 

Miss Exuis. Leningrad, Stalingrad, and Sochi. 

Mr. Arens. Then where did you go when you left Russia? 

Miss Exvis. Our next stop was in Poland. 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am? 

Miss Exuis. In Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens. And you were received there by the labor group; is that 
correct ? 


Miss Extuts. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. Were all of these labor groups tied in one with the other 
in an interlocking organization, the labor group in Prague, the labor 
group in Paris, the labor group in Warsaw, and the labor group in 
Moscow ? 

Miss Exxis. I cannot answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any inquiry about it ? 

Miss Ettxis. No; I didn’t, personally. 

Senator SmiruH. Maybe I can ask you this: I think you may not 
know this, but were the arrangements made by someone other than 
those in your party to go from one place to another and to be met 
and entertained ¢ 

Miss Exxis. You are referring to what arrangements? 

Senator Smiru. When you got to Moscow, you went from Moscow 
to Leningrad ? 

Miss Exits. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Now, you did not make your own arrangements 
about going to Leningrad, but rather they were made for you by 
somebody ¢ 

Miss Ennis. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Now, I am asking you whether those arrangements 
were made by the trade-unionists in one place where you would go 
to another place and then from there to another place / 

In other words, it was a trade-union invitation trip, so to speak ? 

Miss Enis. It was a trade-union invitation trip. 

Senator SmirH. So your party did not have to go to the amare: or 
bother of making up the itinerary, or the plans themselves, but they 
were made by somebody ¢ 

Miss Extis. Well, as I say, all I know is that we v —¢°e the places 
we were invited to visit. Who made the arrangements, I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of your folks over there, your party that went 
over in the airplane, when you got to Moscow, make little talks? 

Miss. Ennis. Not special ad lresses, or anything. Now, there were 
places that we went to, such as schools, where we were welcomed by 
the group as a whole. One person out of the group made a welcome 
speech to the people in the group I was in, and somebody would return 
a speech, or something. 

Mr. Arens. What did they say when they made the little return 
speech? What did they say when they returned the greetings ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, naturally, it was expressed that we were grateful. 
In their speeches they greeted us and welcomed us, so naturally we 
mentioned the fact that we ap preciated their welcoming. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did anybody join your party after you left Paris 
or after the United States, let us put it that way, did anybody join 
this group other than those who left, the 18 who left the United 
States / 

Miss Exxis. Well, there was one who joined us in France. 

Mr. Arens. Who was that ? 

Miss Exuis. Phil Lafavia. 

Mr. Arens. Who is he? 

Miss Exuis. I don’t know who he is. 

Mr. Arens. What is that name? 

Miss Exuis. Phil Lafavia. He joined us in France. 
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Mr. Arens. And he went to Prague and Moscow and these other 
places with you; is that correct ¢ 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I did not get your answer. 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was he connected with that labor group in Paris? 

Miss Exxis. Was he connected with the labor group in Paris 4 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Ex.is. Well, he was from America. 

Mr. Arens. What was he doing over there ? 

Miss Exxis. He was on the trip with us, but he met us, we met him, 
rather, in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. How many were there altogether on the trip? 

Miss ey LIS. There were Ls. 

Mr. Arens. Well, how did he get to Paris? Did he go in advance 
of you folks, or what was the situation on that? 

Miss Exvuts. He arrived there after we arrived. 

Mr. Arens. Then he arrived from the United States; is that correct 4 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And then he went with you around over there; is that 
correct ¢ 

Miss Exuuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I want to be sure the record is reflecting the correct 
spelling of that man’sname. Will you spell it, please ¢ 

Miss Exuis. I couldn't spell it no more than his first name. 

Mr. Arens. Would you pronounce it again? 

Miss Exuurs. Lafavia. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know him prior to the time you saw him in 
Paris? 

Miss Etuts. No. 

Mr. Argens. How many of these folks that went with you did you 
know prior to the time you went on the trip? 

Miss Exuis. Only one. 

Mr. Arens. That is just Mr. Sirota ? 

Miss he LIs. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, where did you go from Moscow ¢ 

Miss Exuis. From Moscow, or from the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Arens. From Moscow ¢ 

Miss Ex.is. We went from Moscow to Leningrad. 

Mr. Arens. And from Leningrad to Stalingrad: is that correct ? 

Miss Evuis. From Stalingrad we came back through Moseow and 
then went to Leningrad, and from Leningrad to Sochi. 

Mr. Arens. Then where did you go? 

Miss Exuis. To Sochi. 

Mr. Arens. Then where did you go from there ? 

Miss Exxiis. From Sochi we came back through Moscow, and went 
from Moscow to Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens. Then from Warsaw where did you go? 

Miss Exuis. From Warsaw our next real stop was in Rome, Italy, 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, all the party didn’t go to Rome; isn’t that 
correct ¢ 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who was it that didn’t go to Rome? 
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Miss Exvuis. Lafavia didn’t go to Rome, and Frank Wed] didn’t go 
to Rome. 

Mr. Arens. How about Mrs. Shavelson? Where did she go? 

Miss Exuis. Shavelson / 

Mr. Arens. Did she go to Rome with you? 

Miss Euuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did some of them stay in Moscow ? 

Miss Enuts. Only one person. 

Mr. Arens. Who was that? 

Miss Ennis. William Wallace. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of them stay behind the iron curtain after you 
came back ¢ 

Miss Exxis. Behind the iron curtain? What do you mean? 

Mr. Arens. Russia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, any of 
the iron curtain countries. 

Miss Exxuis. What do you mean when you say “Did any of them stay 
behind the iron curtain’? 

Mr. ARENS. When did you come back ? 

Miss Ennis. I arrived on the 18th of May. 

Mr. Arens. Some of them didn’t come at that time? 

Miss Exvuis. That is correct, ves. 

Mr. Arens. Who was it that staved over there ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, nobody stayed over any place. Some people 
stopped in France on the way back. I came straight through. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of them remain in Poland ¢ 

Miss Enis. Nobody remained any place but in France. 

Mr. ARENS. Now, after you got back here, did you make some talks? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How many talks have you made ? 

Miss Exits. I think it was three. 

Mr. Arens. Now, where did you talk? Let’s take talk No.1. You 
have three of them. Where was talk No. 1 given / 

Miss Ennis. The first was at a dinner given by the people from the 
union. 

Mr. Arens. Wait just a minute. Let’s talk about the first talk first, 
and then we will get tothe others. Who gave this dinner? 

Miss Exuis. The union. 

Mr. Arens. Which union? 

Miss Evuis. The union that | belong to. 

Mr. Arens. The dinner was a dinner for whom / 

Miss Exuis. For myself and Alex Sirota. 

Mr. Arens. How many attended the dinner ? 

Miss Exuis. The report that I saw said that there were 250 people 
there. 

Mr. Arens. Where was the dinner held ? 

Miss Exuis. The dinner was held at the—I can't recall the name of 
the place. 

Mr. Arens. It was held in New York City? 

Miss Extuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did Alex Sirota talk there ? 

Miss Exuis. The two of us made a very short remark on the trip. 

Mr. Arens. And what did you say about the trip ¢ 
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Miss Exuis. There wasn’t too much to say about anything. I gave 
some remarks on the experience in France. ‘There wasn’t very much 
to say. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say about your experiences in Moscow? 

Miss Exxts. I didn’t say anything about my experiences in Moscow 
in this particular speech. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say about your experiences in Prague? 

Miss Exxts. I mentioned, in Prague, that we were met by some of 
the labor leaders and that we stayed while we were there at the trade- 
union hotel and that we were treated warmly. That is all. 

Mrs. Arens. What did Mr. Sirota say in his little talk ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, his talk was similiar to mine. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of them ask questions after you got through 
with your talks? 

Miss Exxis. Not at this particular affair. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Now, where was the next place you talked ? 

Miss Exuis. The next place was at one of the shops before some of 
the members. 

Mr. Arens. What shop is that ? 

Miss Exuis. Belfry. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, will you identify that a little more particu- 
larly, please ? 

Miss Eris. Well, it isa shop. It isa factory. 

Mr. Arens. What kind of a factory? 

Miss Exris. A bedding factory. 

Mr. Arens. A bedding factory ? 

Miss Exuts. A feather fac ‘tory, 

Mr. Arens. You went to a bedding factory and made a talk; is 
that it? 

Miss Extts. I spoke to some of the workers in the shop. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, where was the talk given, in the shop or at 
a dinner, or ina hall, or just where ? 

Miss Etris. No; it wasn’t given at a dinner. It was given at a 
shop meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Was the shop meeting held in the shop? 

Miss Exuis. No; it wasn't. 

Mr. Arens. Where was it held? 

Miss Exuis. In a building in Brooklyn where they had their shop 
meetings. The shop meetings are always held there. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a meeting of the local 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who else talked the time you talked there ? 

Miss Et.is. Nobody. 

Mr. Arens. You were the principal speaker; is that correct ? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you talk? 

Miss Exuis. I made a very short talk there because the meeting 
wasn't just for a report. It was a shop meeting, and I was invited to 
give a short report on the trip. 

Mr. Arens. Who presided at the meeting? 

Miss Exvuis. The business manager of the. shop. 

Mr. Arens. What was his name? 

Miss Exuis. Permamenta. 
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Mr. Arens. How did you happen to go there? 

Miss Exuis. Go where? 

Mr. Arens. To the shop meeting ? 

Miss Exuis. I was invited there by the people in the shop. 

Mr. Arens. How did they extend the invitation ? 

Mr. Exits. They asked me. 

Mr. Arens. By what means? 

Miss Exuis. The vy asked me by a remark. 

Mr. Arens. Who represented them in the asking? They didn’t all 
come up and talk to you, did they ¢ 

Miss Extis. I don’t know who represented them. I know quite a 
few of the people wanted to hear about the trip. They asked me if I 
would come to this meeting and give them a short re port. 

Mr. Arens. And you did? 

Miss Ets. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say in this talk? 

Miss Exxis. The talks were all based on the same thing. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk about your experiences in Moscow ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, I mentioned bei ‘ing in Moscow on this occasion also. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them about your experiences in 
Moscow ? 

Miss Etnts. I told the people that every place I went—I expressed 
to them the attitude of the people. 

Mr. Arens. What was that attitude? 

Miss Exuis. A friendly attitude. We were welcomed to the places. 
We had opportunities of visiting different places. We asked to go to 
different places, things that we wanted to see, such as schools, churches, 
homes, and things of that sort, and we were granted that. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of them ask you about slave-labor camps over 
there? 

Miss Etuts. In Russia ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Miss Ex.is. They mentioned that always, if we saw any signs of it, 
or if I knew of any slave-labor camps, and I answered that I knew 
none and did not learn of any 

Mr. Arens. Did you inquire about slave-labor camps when you were 
in Moscow 2 

Miss Euurs. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us about it. 

Miss Euuis. I asked about them, and the answer was that there 
weren't any. 

Mr. Arens. Did you believe them ? 

Miss Euurs. I had no alternative. 

Mr. Arens. Do you believe that there are no slave-labor camps in 
Russia ¢ 

Miss Exnis. I wouldn’t believe one way or the other. I didn’t see 
any. I couldn’t say they have any. I «didn’t see any, and [ asked while 
I was there, and T was told that ‘there weren't any. So far as saying 
that there are, or that there aren't any, I couldn’t swear to either one. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Now. where was the next place you made a talk? 

Miss Exris. To the members of the shop that I work in. 

Mr. Arens. We ll, they had a dinner for vou, did they not ? 
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Miss Etuis. This was the union, the local as a whole, the dinner. 

Mr. Arens. Well, I am a little bit puzzled here. Who was it that 
gave this dinner? 

Miss Exuis. It was the local. 

Mr. Arens. That was talk No. 1 before the local ? 

Miss Evurs. Yes. That was the local as a whole that sponsored the 
dinner. 

Mr. Arens. Who is it that was present at the time of the third talk? 

Miss Exuis. The members of the shop that I work in, the factory 
that I work in. 

Mr. Arens. The factory that you work in as distinguished from the 
local / 

Miss Euuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was the occasion for that talk ? 

Miss Exvuis. It was the same as the first one. It was also a shop 
meeting. 

Mr. Arens. It was not a union meeting. It was a shop meeting; 
is that correct ? 

Miss Enis. They are all the same people. You didn’t understand 
the expression I used. When 1 Say “the shop meeting” it Is just 
my way of putting—sayving a union meeting for a particular shop. 

Mr. Arens. Well, how did the composition of your audience in your 
third meeting differ from the composition of the audience at the 
dinner’ ‘That is what I have trouble nn unding. 

Miss Exuis. Well, the dinner was given by the local as a whole. 
They were people from factories. There were people ce the dif- 
ferent factories that are in the local at the dinner, while the other two 
meetings were individual factories. 

Mr. Arens. Well, then, at the third meeting there probably were 
some people there who were at the first meeting: is that correct / 

Miss Euuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, how many people attended this third meeting? 

Miss Exuis. I don’t know how many people were there. 

Mr. Arens. Well, as many as 100? 

Miss Ennis. Well. I would s ay close to, or mi aybe less. 

Mr. Arens. Were there as many as 75 ¢ 

Miss Exuis. I don’t know the number of people that there were. 

Mr. Arens. Were there as many as 50% 

Miss Euuis. I wouldn't know the number of the people. 

Mr. Arens. Were there more than 10? 

Miss Euuis. Yes: there were more than 10. 

Mr. Arens. Were there more than 254 

Miss Euuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Were there approximately 50? 

Miss Evuis. Around that, I would say 

Mr. Arens. Where was that meeting held ? 

Miss Exuis. It was held in Brooklyn, where the meetings of that 
particular shop were held. 

Mr. ARENS. Who presided ? 

Miss Exuis. The business manager of the shop. The two factory 
meetings are held at the same place. 

Mr. Arens. Now, this business manager is business manager of the 
union for that particular shop; is that correct? 

Miss ELLIs. Yes. 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 169 


Mr. Arens. What is his name? 

Miss Exuts. The same; Permamenta. 

Mr. AreNns. The same what ¢ 

Miss Exits. The same one, that is, the business manager of the other 
factory, Permamenta. 

Mr. Arens. Now, who else talked at this meeting, this third meeting, 
besides you / 

Miss Exxis. There was no one that talked at that meeting except 
myse lf. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you talk ¢ 

Miss Exuis. A very short time, about the same length of time that 
I did in the second meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Ten minutes? 

Miss Exuuis. Oh, more than 10 minutes. 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am ? 

Miss Exuis. More than 10 minutes, I would say. 

Mr. Arens. Fifteen minutes? 

Miss Exurs. Around 20 minutes. 

Mr. Arens. About 20 minutes ? 

Were you the principal speaker ? 

Miss Exuis. I was the only person to make a speech. There was a 
meeting, and I just happened to make a speech during the meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Now, tell us what you told them in that speech. Tell us 
What you told them in this 20-minute speech. 

Miss Exuuis. The speeches were the same. ‘The speech was the same 
as the one I have just told you TI made at the other shop. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, it didn’t take vou 20 minutes to tell them 
that everybody was nice to you and that you had had a good time, 
did it? You had more than that in your speech, didn’t you 4 

Miss Exxis. Well, I told you that T stated the different places that 
I went to, that we were met by members of the trade-unions at the 
different places. 

I also pointed out the different places that we visited while in dif- 
ferent countries, such as the schools, the churches, the factories, and 
thines of that sort. 

Mr. ARENS. Did you tell them about your conferences with the 
leaders of these |: tbor groups? 

Miss Exuis. Did I tell them about what ? 

Mr. ARI NS. Your conterences or conversations or talks W ith the 
leaders of these labor groups 4 

Miss Exuis. We didn’t have any conferences. 

Mr. Arens. Well, vou talked with them, did you not ? 

Miss Euuis. Sure. 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell the folks in your speeches about these talks ? 

Miss Exuis. IT mentioned the different conversations at different 
places with different people. 

Mr. Arens. What did you tell them? What transpired in these 
conversations ? 

Miss Exurs. Answers to things we saw while we were there. We 
would ask questions about, well, anything, generally that we felt like 
asking about. 

Mr. Arens. You know Russia is a Communist country; do you not? 

Miss Exuis. I wouldn’t know one way or the other. 
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Mr. Arens. You don’t know whether or not it is a Communist 
country ¢ 

Miss Exuts. I have read and understand. Ihave read that it is. 

Mr. Arens. Well, do you think it is? 

Miss Exuis. I have read that Russia is a Communist country. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think it is? 

Miss Etuts. I don’t have any experience in that line. 

Mr. ArEens. What about Czechoslovakia? Is it a Communist 
country / 

Miss Exuis. I have read that Czechoslovakia is a Communist country. 

Mr. Arens. What do youthink about it? Do you think it is? 

Miss Exuts. I don’t think one way or the other. 

Mr. Arens. You just don’t know; is that correct ? 

Miss Exuis. I said I don’t think one way or the other. 

Mr. Arens. You just don’t know: is that correct ¢ 

Did you attend the May Day celebration when you were in Moscow ¢ 

Miss Etis. Yes, I attended the May Day celebration. 

Mr. Arens. What did they do in that May Day celebration? What 
happened ¢ 

Miss Exuis. Well, parades, parading all day. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you when they were parading? 

Miss Exuis. I was in the reviewing stand. 

Mr. Arens. How far was Stalin from you? 

Miss Exuts. Well, I would say about a block. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see him? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. He was standing on Lenin’s tomb; was he not? 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was the whole party all together, all of these 18 peo- 
ple reviewing the May Day parade? 

Miss Exuts. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. Did they give you any kind of badges to wear on 
that day? 

Miss Ennis. No. 

Senator Smirn. How did you get your position on the grandstand, 
the reviewing stand ? 

Miss Exuis. Well. through the trade-union. 

Senator Smiru. What? 

Miss Exxis. Through the trade-union. 

Senator Smiru. They had tickets or admission cards or something 
of the sort ? 

Miss Evsis. Yes. They obtained passes. 

Senator Smiru. How is that? 

Miss Ets. They obtained passes for us. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Charlie Velson ? 

Miss Exxis. Who is Charlie Velson ? 

Mr. Arens. Who is he? 

You know Mr. Rabinowitz is a lawyer. Now, who is Charlie Vel- 
son? Who is he? 

Miss Extxis. What do you mean? 

Mr. Arens. How do you identify Charlie Velson? What is his 
line? What does he do? 

Miss Enis. Well, that I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Why is that? 
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Miss Exuis. Because it would incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t quite understand what you mean. I am just ask- 
ing you who Charlie Velson is. 

‘Mr. Rapinowirz. I would advise the witness under these circum- 
stances that she would have a right to claim the privilege. 

Mr. Arens. Well, is there a man known as Charlie Velson ? 

Miss Etuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. He arranged this trip; did he not? 

Miss Exuis. Well, I explained what I knew about the arrangements 
of the trip. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Well, explain that again. 

Now, did Charlie Velson 

Miss Exuis. Charlie Velson gave me my ticket to go. In fact, it 
was at the same time that I met the people that went along in the 
group. 

Mr. Arens. Now, where did Charlie Velson work ? 

Miss Exuuts. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did he work, to your knowledge ? 

Miss Exuts. I just told you I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Well, does he work at all? 

Miss Ets. Listen, I met Charlie Velson—— 

Mr. Arens. I am listening. 

Miss Exuis. At the time I was going away on this trip. I have a 
very faint—I don’t know him too well. 

Mr. Arens. Well, who introduced you to him? 

Miss Exuis. Well, at the time we were fixing to leave on this trip 
and we went to the union office, I met him there. I was introduced 
there. 

Mr. Arens. He was introduced as what? 

Miss Exuis. He introduced himself as Charlie Velson. 

Mr. Arens. If you don’t know anything about him, how could your 
answer to the question as to who he is possibly incriminate you? 

Mr. Rasrnowirz. I don’t know whether counsel is arguing a ques- 
tion of law now, or what? 

Senator Smrrn. I guess he is trying to find out whether she has any 
basis for refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Raptnowirz. It seems to me that regardless of her original 
claim, she has pretty well answered the question. 

Mr. Arens. Would you answer the question I just asked you, please ? 

Miss Etxis. What did you just ask, again ? 

Mr. Arens. If you don’t know anything about Charlie Velson, why 
is it that you are taking the position that if you answered the question 
as to who he is you might i incriminate yourself ? 

Mr. Razrnowrrz. Ww ell, now, really, I feel that that is not a fair 
question. It is based on the assumption that she doesn’t know any- 
thing about Charlie Velson. Now, she has already said what she 
knows about Charlie Velson, or at least some of the things she knows 
about Charlie Velson, which is considerable. 

Mr. Arens. Have you told us all you know about Charlie Velson ? 

Miss Etuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Charlie Velson? 

Miss Exxis. I have told you all I know about Charlie Velson. 

Mr. Arens. Why is it, then, that a good while ago, when I asked 
you who C harlie Velson was, you declined to answer because you 
thought your answer might tend to incriminate y you? 
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Would you answer the question ? 

Miss Exuis. Well, you didn’t ask the question, or at least I didn’t 
understand the question plainly. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s start over again. 

A little while ago I asked you who Charlie Velson was, did I not? 

Miss Exuts. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you declined to answer, did you not ? 

Miss Exuis. I told you TI didn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t you a little while ago decline to answer the ques- 
tion as to who Charlie Velson was on the ground that your answer 
might tend to incriminate you? 

Miss Exuis. You asked me what Charlie Velson does, does he work, 
or what does he do. Those questions were connected as you asked 
them. 

Senator Smiru. Well, do you mind telling us anything you know 
about Charlie Velson ? 

Miss Exuts. I have told you everything I know about Charlie Velson, 

Senator Surru. Why, then, did you say that you refuse to tell who 
he is because it might incriminate you? What is your reason for 
that statement ’ 

Miss Exuts. He asked a combination of questions at one time. 

Senator Smiru. Well, do you know who Charlie Velson is? 

Miss Exuis. I don’t know. 

Senator Smiri. Do you know what his work is? 

Miss Exuis. I have given all the information I have. 

Senator Sara. Do you know what he does for a living? 

Miss Ennis. No. 

Senator Sarru. Do you know anything at all about his affiliations 
with organizations ? 

Mr. Rapinowirz. I would advise the witness that she need not 
answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Well, then, you haven’t told us all you know about 
Charlie Velson ? 

Mr. Raptnowirz. No: that isn’t—— 

Mr. Arens. I am asking the witness, Mr. Rabinowitz. 

Mr. Rapinowrrz. Is there a question pending? It seems to me 
that there are about three now. 

Senator Sairu. Well, that is true. She hasn’t answered all 
them. 

Suppose we go back over the mn. 

You said you know Charlie Velson; is that correct ? 

Miss Exuis. I said I met Charlie Velson. 

Senator Smrru. Well, do you mean that you do, or do not know 
him ¢ 

Miss Exuis. I have met Charlie Velson. 

Senator Smiru. Well, then, vou know him, do you not? 

Miss Exuis. Naturally. I met the man. 

Senator Smiru. Well, do you know anything about his affiliations 
with organizations of any kind? 

Miss Exvuis. That I refuse to answer. 

Senator Smiru. Why do you refuse to answer ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. I don’t know whether the Senator is addressing 
himself now to the legal constitution ground or the substance. 
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Senator Smiru. I want to know whether or not she has any fear in 
her mind that in answering that question she might incriminate her- 
self. I am testing her on her understanding of that. 

You understand, do you not, that if you have a genuine reason, a 
genuine fear that something you may say might tend to incriminate 
you—that is the reason for your not testifying! ‘That is what you 
meant to say just now, is it not 4 

Miss Exsis. From the way the gentleman put the question, from the 
understanding of what he said. 

Senator Samiru. Well, I will ask you again: 

Do you know anything about Charlie Velson’s affiliations with 
organizations ¢ 

Mr. Rarinowrrz. I would advise the witness that she has the right 
to refuse to answer on the ground that the fifth amendment privilege 
against self-incrimination is available to her with respect to that 
answer, if she wishes to claim the privilege. 

Miss Exvuis. I refuse to answer that. 

Senator Smirn. And you refuse to answer that without giving any 
reason as to why you are afraid to answer that for fear it might 
incriminate you? 

Miss Eusis. On the ground of inerimination. 

Senator Smiru. So that you think ‘t would incriminate you if you 
answered that question ¢ Is that what you mean to say ¢ 

Miss Exuis. That is the statement I made. 

Mr. ARENS. You told us a little while avo that you have told 
all you know about Charlie Velson, didn’t you! 

Miss Exuis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Then there must be something you know about him 
that vou didn’t tell us; is that correct / 

Miss Exits. IT have answered all of those questions. 

Mr. Arens. Well, answer again. 

Is there anything about Charlie Velson that you know that you 
haven't told us? 

Miss Exits. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not he is a Communist ? 

Miss Exvxis. I refuse to answer that on the ground of incrimination. 

Senator Smiriu. Do you know whether or not he is a Communist 
Party organizer? 

Miss Exuis. I refuse to answer on the grounds of incrimination. 

Senator Smiru. Well, then, vou know nothing else about Charlie 
Velson that you haven't already told us¢ Is that what you mean 
to say ¢ 

Mr. Raninowrrz. Well, really, I must object. 

Senator Smrru. This isn’t a matter of objection, Mr. Rabinowitz. 
This is a matter of trying to get this witness to tell the truth of what 
she knows. 

Mr. Rasinowrrz. Yes; except—— 

Senator Smiru. In one breath she says that she knows nothing else 
about Charlie Velson, and in the next breath she refused to answer as 
to whether or not she knows anything about his affiliations. 

Mr. Rasinowirrz. And that is perfectly consistent because the answer 
to the second question might disclose the facts about her affiliations, 
not Velson’s affiliations. Her knowledge about Mr. Velson’s affili- 
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ation raises the question of how she secured that knowledge, and, there- 
fore, her own alliliation. 

Senator Smirn. Well, we asked her whether or not she knew any- 
thing about his affiliation. 

Mr. Rasinowrrz. That is the question she refuses to answer. A 
negative or an aflirmative answer to that question might very well lead 
to the question of how did she know. 

Senator Smiru. She wouldn’t have to answer that question. I am 
asking her now whether there is anything else she can tell us about 
Charlie Velson that she hasn’t already told us. 

Miss Exxts. I have answered that. 

Senator SmirH. Well, tell us whether you do or do not know any- 
thing else about Charlie Velson. 

Miss Exsis. I have given you all the information I know about 
Charlie Velson. 

Senator Smrru. Is that all you know about him, what you have 
told us? 

Miss Exuts. Yes. 

Senator Smirn. And you know nothing else about him ? 

Miss Exuis. I have told you all I know about Charlie Velson. 

Senator Smirn. All right. 

Mr. Arens. If you have told us all you know about Charlie Velson, 
why do you decline to answer a question as to whether or not you 
know he is a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. [ advise the witness that she may refuse to answer 
the pending question on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Well, let me ask you this: You haven't told us, have 
you, on this record, that you know, or do not know, that Charlie Vel- 
son is a member of the Communist Party? Isn’t that correct / 

Miss Exuts. I have not told you, on the record, what ? 

Mr. Arens. You haven’t told us whether or not you know that, or 
do not know that, Velson is a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Extis. I haven’t made any answer to that question. 

Mr. Arens. That is right. 

Now, you have also told us that you have related everything you 
know about Velson; isn’t that correct ? 

Miss Exris. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. I therefore suggest to the chairman that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
she knows Velson is a member of the Communist Party. 

Senator Smirn. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Mr. Ranrnowrrz. Under all the circumstances, I am not altogether 
sure, and I don’t see any reason to continue what I think is an unnec- 
essary tangle. Under these circumstances, I would advise the witness 
that the privilege may not be available to her, and that therefore she 
should answer the question either “Yes” or not, or I don’t know, as the 
ease may be. 

Mr. Arens. Will you answer the question ? 

Miss Exuis. Would you mind asking the question over, please? 

Mr. ARENs. - you know whether or not Velson is a Communist? 

Miss Exxis. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Then why did you decline to answer the question pre- 
viously ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. Because counsel had given her advice. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Rabinowitz, I asked the question of the witness. 

Mr. Raprnowrrz. I am sorry. 

Mr. Arens. Why did you decline to answer that question previ- 
ously ¢ 

Miss Exxts. Because I didn’t think I had to answer it. 

Mr. Arens. You understand that you decline to answer these ques- 
tions at your peril, do you not? Do you understand that ? 

Miss E LLIs. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You understand that if you decline to answer a question 
which this committee has a right to ask, you can go to jail for that? 

Miss Exits. No. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t understand that? Do you understand that? 

Miss Exxis. Well, I hear you say it. 

Mr. Arens. Now, did you sign an election petition in 1946? 

Mr. Raninowrrz. I advise the witness that she has the right to refuse 
to answer that question under the circumstances, on the ground that it 
might incriminate her. 

Miss Enurs. Well, I refuse to answer that on the grounds of 
incrimination, 

Senator Sarn. The Chair directs you to answer that question. 

Miss Euuis. I refuse to answer on the grounds of incriminating 
myself. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign an election petition in 1947—strike that 
question. It was an erroneous question. 

Did you sign a petition in 1947 addressed to Senators on some 
legislation ? 

Mr. Rartnowirz. I advise the witness that under the circumstances 
and in the present state of the record she may claim the privilege and 
refuse to answer that question on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

Miss Exuis. I refuse to answer on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party / 

Miss Exuts. I refuse to answer on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. I hand you a list of the folks who accompanied you on 
that trip whom you had previously identified and ask you if you know 
whether or not—strike that—and I ask you if there are any people on 
that list concerning whom you do not have information respecting 
Communist affiliations ? 

Mr. Rapsrnowrrz. Would counsel mind repeating that question ? 
There were more negatives in it than I could follow. 

Mr. Arens. I will ask the question again. 

Are there any people on that list who, to your knowledge, are not 
Communists ? 

— Ranmowirz. I would advise the witness that she may refuse 

answer the question on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

” Miss Exuis. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of incriminating 
myself. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest to the chairman that the witness 
be directed to answer the question. 

Senator Saaru. The Chair directs you to answer the question. 

Miss Exits. I refuse to answer on the ground of incriminating 
myself. 

Mr. Arens. How do you feel in your mind that your answer to that 
question might tend to incriminate you? What makes you believe 
that ? 
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Mr. Rasinowirz. I would advise the witness that under several 
Supreme Court decisions, she is not required to answer that question 
under the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Would you answer the question ? 

Miss Exits. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of in- 
criminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be directed to answer the question. 

Senator Smiru. The Chair directs you to answer that question. 

Miss Exuis. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of self- 
incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Are you married? 

Miss Exuis. I gave you that answer. 

Mr. Arens. Are you married ¢ 

Miss Exuis. I am divorced. 

Mr. Arens. With whom do you live now? 

Miss Evtis. Myself and my daughter. 

Mr. Arens. When were you divorced ? 

Miss Etas. In 1948, I think. 

Mr. Arens. I have no more questions. 

Senator Smrru. Very well. ‘The subcommittee will recess subject 
to the call of the Chair. 

This witness is excused from further testimony unless resubpenaed. 

(Whereupon, at 4:50 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
subject to call of the Chair.) 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1951 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE TIE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Acr 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Securtry LAWS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE «JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2 p. m., in room F-82, 
the Capitol, Senator James O. Eastland presiding. 

Present: Senators Eastland and Jenner. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director: Donald D. Conors, in- 
vestigator: Mitchel M. Carter, investigator: and Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member. 

Senator EastLtanp. The committee will come to order. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
be fore the subcommittee of the Senate C ommittee on the Judiciary 
is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 


TESTIMONY OF ALEX SIROTA, BRONX, N. Y. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name and residence. 

Mr. Srrora. Alex Sirota, 2075 Wallace Avenue, Bronx, N. Y. 

Mr. Arens. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Strora. In Russia, Bessarabia, a town called Atachi. 

Senator Easrnanp. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United 
States? 

Mr. Srrora. Yes, siz 

Senator Easrnanp. Have you betrayed that citizenship by join- 
ing the Communist Party in this country ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that question, Senator, on the ground 
that this might incriminate me. 

Senator Eastnanp. Betrayed your country, the country that shel- 
tered you and protected you. 

Go ahead. 

Mr. ARENS., When did vou come to the United States / 

Mr. Strora. October 23, 1920. 

Mr. Arens. And what type of visa did you have when you came to 
the United States? 

Mr. Strora. United States visa. 

Mr. Arens. Would you give us briefly your employment activity 
since you came to the U nited States? 
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Mr. Sirota. When I came to the United States, I worked as a mat- 
tress worker, making mattresses, for a number of years. I joined the 
union in 1921. 

Senator Easrtanp. What union? 

Mr. Srrora. The mattress makers union, in the city of New York. 

I became an official of the union in 1934, or 1935, I believe, and I 
acted in that capacity ever since. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations do you belong to, Mr. Sirota? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that this 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organizations, membership in 
which, in your judgment, would not tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Srrota. Because this might incriminate me. 

Senator Easrianp. I am ordering you to answer it now, because it 
does not come within a mile of the privilege, to ask you what organ- 
izat ions you belong to. 

Mr. Smora. I refuse to answer those questions, Senator. 

Mr. ‘Arens. Do you belong to any organizations that are not Com- 
munist-dominated or Communist-controlled ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to a church ? 

Mr. Strrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any lodges? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. What is your wife’s name ? 

Senator Easrtanp. On what ground do you refuse to answer the 
question ? 

Mr. Strora. On the fifth amendment. That gives me the right 
that this might incriminate me. | 

Senator Easrianp. To refuse to answer whether or not you belong 
to a church; that that might incriminate you ? 

Mr. Strotra. I didn’t get the question. 

Senator Easrianp. He asked you if you belonged to a church, and 
you said you refused to answer it. 

Mr. Smora. I said “No.” 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any civic organizations? 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any golf clubs? 

Mr. Srrora. No, 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to the NAACP? 

Mr. Strora. What is that ¢ 

Mr. Arens. The National Association for the Advancement of Col- 
ored Peoples. 

Mr. SIROTA. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any unions? 

Mr. Smora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What union do you belong to? 

Mr. Strora. Bedding, Curtain, and Drapery Workers Union, Local 
140 of the United Furniture Workers of America, CIO. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever held any office in the union ? 

Mr. Smora. Yes, sir. 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 179 


Mr. Arens. What office ? 

Mr. Srrora. Business manager of that union. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time have you held that office? 

Mr. Srrora. At first, I was business agent of the union. I was the 
only officer of the union. Since the union grew, there are additional 
officers, and I became business manager of the union. 

Mr. Arens. Since you arrived in “the United States, have you ever 
left the country ¢ 

Mr. Strora. No; outside of the last trip that I made. 

Mr. Arens. And when was that trip? 

Mr. Sirora. I left on April the 14th. 

Mr. Arens. And where did you go? 

Senator EastLanp. Was that this year? 

Mr. Sirota. This year; yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go / 

Mr. Sirora. France, Italy and Czechoslovakia, Poland, and the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Who accompanied you on this trip? 

Mr. Sirota. I went by, myself, to France. 

Mr. Arens. Who were the friends ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. France—to Paris, France. I went by myself. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid for your expenses to Paris, France / 

Mr. Sirota. My union did. 

Mr. Arens. Your union was expelled from the CIO, was it not? 

Mr. Srrota. They were not. 

Mr. Arens. What happened when you got to France? 

Mr. Strora. I visited some of our friends. 

Mr. Arens. Who? 

Mr. Sirora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. I say whom did you visit 

Mr. Sirota. I can’t recall the name, it is hard to pronounce it, for 
me, and I also visited the trade-unions in France. 

Mr. Arens. When you arrived in France, you saw there, and be- 
came associated with, a number of other persons who had gone to 
France from the United States—is that not correct ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. When I got to France, I learned then that a group of 
people are coming from the United States. 

Mr. Arens. About 16 or 17 of them, is that correct ? 

Mr. Srrora. About. 

Mr. Arens. Why did your union send you to France / 

Mr. Strora. On an invitation that we received from the trade-unions 
of France. 

Mr. Arens. What trade-union of France? 

Mr. Strora. CGT, 

Mr. Arens. Did you apply for a passport before you left the United 

ates ¢ 

Mr. Srrotra. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, on that passport, indicate that you were going 

Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Strrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, on that passport, indicate that you were going 
to Czechoslovakia / 

Mr. Srrora. No. 
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Mr. Arens. I hand you now a photostatic copy of a passport appli- 
cation, which has been previously identified, in the record of the In- 
ternal Security Committee, and ask you to look at that passport appli- 
cation and see if you can identify it. 

Mr. Strota. Yes, sir; this is my application. 

Mr. Arens. Is this your signature on this exhibit, “Alex Sirota” 
appearing on page 2 of the photostat ? 

Mr. Srrora. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Now, in this passport application, which you submitted 
to the Department of State, it required you to specify the countries 
which you intend to visit, and also the purpose of your trip, does it not 4 

Mr. Strora. I believe so. 

Mr. Arens. Well, does it or does it not? 

Mr. Srrora. I believe it does. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Now, on the “Countries to be visited” you put 
down England and France, is that not correct é 

Mr. Strota. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You did not put down that you were going to Soviet 
Russia or any other countries? 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t know that I was going to the Soviet Russia 
when I left the United States. 

Mr. Arens. And you put down the purpose of your trip that you 
were going on a vacation and visiting relatives, did you not? 

Mr. Sirota. Correct. 

Mr. Arens. Was that the purpose of your trip? 

Mr. Strora. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And who paid your expenses ? 

Mr. Smrora. My union did. 

Mr. Arens. What relatives do you have in England? 

Mr. Strora. My wife’s sister and other relatives. 

Mr. Arens. And what relatives do you have in France? 

Mr. Strora. In France we have close friends that come from the 
same town that my wife comes from. 

Mr. Arens. And why did the union decide to send you on this trip, 
this vacation trip? 

Mr. Strora. Well, since that was an invitation from the French 
trade-unions, to come and visit France, I considered this as a Vacation 
for me. 

Mr. Arens. How much did the union put up for you to make this 
trip? 

Mr. Strora. All the expenses. 

Mr. Arens. How much was that ? 

Mr. Strora. I paid for my ticket when I went by boat. T also got 
travelers checks in the amount of seven-hundred-and-some-odd- 
dollars. 

Mr. Arens. What are the names of the people in England whom 
vou \ isited / 

Mr. Strora. T didn’t go to England. 

Mr. Arens. You 7 not go to England? 

Mr. Strora. No, si 

Mr. Arens. But you placed on your passport application that that 
was where you were going to go; is that correct / 

Mr. Strora. T had in mind going to England. On the way home 
from Rome IT decided if I could make reservations to go there I would 
vo there, to England. 
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Senator Easrnanp. You say you were going to England from 
Rome? 

Mr. Sirota. From Rome I went to Paris. 

Senator EastLanp. But you did state that it was your plan to go 
from Rome to England ? 

Mr. Srrora. I had in mind to be in England to visit my wife's siste 
on the way home from Rome. 

Senator EastLanp. From Rome? 

Mr. Strora. Yes. 

Senator Eastnanp. All right; that is what I am getting at. Did 
you put on your application that you were going to Italy é 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Senator Easrtanp. Then how could you plan, when you left here, to 
go to Rome, and return from Rome to England ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I didn’t intend to go to England or Poland or Czech 
slovakia or Russia. Being there, I was told that the other people are 
coming from the States to visit France, and when the people arrived 
there we were told by the unions in France if the people would like to 
go to visit other countries, and everybody agreed that it would be a 
good idea to visit other countries—— 

Senator Eastnanp. You say you did not intend going to England / 

Mr. Strora. Not to Italy, Czechoslovakia, Poland, or Russia. I 
intended going to France or England. 

Senator Easrnanp. Yes. But you testified that your intention was 
togoto Rome. Yes; you testified that. It was your intention to go to 
Rome, and then you were, on returning from Rome home, you were 
going to stop in England. 

Mr. Srrora. I am sorry, sir. T didn’t testify to that fact. T said 
that my intention was to go to France and England. 

Senator Easrtanp. Go ahead. 

Mr. Arens. How much money did the union put up when you left 
the United States ? 

Mr. Srrora. I paid for my ticket, going by boat, $173. I paid $s 
going from Cherbourg to Paris, and also a few dollars expenses on the 
ship. I paid my hotel bill in France, and some food, and I also paid 
for my ticket home by plane. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you meet these 17 people that came from 
the States and joined up with you in Paris ¢ 

Mr. Smora. I met them in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know any of them before you went there / 

Mr. Sirora. I knew Carrie Ellis. She is a member of my union. 
I also knew Esther Goldberg. 

Mr. Arens. Esther Goldberg was kind of the secretary of this 
group over there, was she not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. She was elected secretary when the people got to Paris. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that they were over there before you left 
the United States? 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Mr. Arens. How did you go, by boat or plane? 

Mr. Strora. By boat. 

Mr. Arens. And all of these people were affiliated with, all of these 
18 people, some labor organization in the United States, is that 
correct ¢ : 

Mr. Strrora. I wouldn’t know. 

89801—51——13 
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Mr. Arens. You traveled all through the iron curtain with them, 
did you not ? 

Mr. Srrora. We did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you get a chance to talk with them ? 

Mr. Strora. Yes, sure. 

Mr. Arens. And they were invited, as you were, by the Communist 
governments, to visit those countries; is that not correct? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. You have already testified that you received the invi- 
tation by these iron-curtain governments, did you not ? 

Mr. Sirora. I testified that I received an invitation or my union 
received an invitation, from the CGT of France, the trade-unions of 
France. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. But after you arrived in France, you went on into 
the iron-curtain countries, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Sirora. In France, we were told by the representatives of the 
trade-unions, if we would care to go further to visit those countries. 
We did not receive an official inviation—at least, I didn’t receive one. 

Mr. Arens. You did not pay any of your expenses after you got 
to France, did you? 

Mr. Srrora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Those were all paid by the Communist government, 
were they not? 

Mr. Strora. I wouldn’t know by whom it was paid. I know in 
France it was paid by the CGT. 

Mr. Arens. The CGT is the Communist Labor Union, is it not? 

Mr. Srrora. It is a labor union. I don’t know if it is Communist 
or not. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses from France on into the iron 
curtain / 

Mr. Strora. We were provided plane tickets by the CGT. 

Mr. Arens. The CGT in France provided those for you, did they ? 

Mr. Strora. That is right. 

Senator Eastianp. Did you travel by plane to Russia ? 

Mr. Strora. By plane we went to Czechosolvakia. We stayed over- 
night in Czechoslovakia, then we proceeded further and the plane 
stopped in Warsaw. Then from Warsaw to Minsk, and from Minsk 
to Moscow. 

Senator Easttanp. Where did you stay in Moscow ? 

Mr. Strora. In a hotel. 

Senator Easritanp. Who paid your expenses? 

Mr. Strora. We didn’t pay them. 

Senator Easttanp. Who paid your expenses at the hotel ? 

Mr. Strora. The trade-unions, I assume. 

Senator Easrianp. French or Russian? 

Mr. Strora. This I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, the Russian Government gave you 
some money to spend while you were in Moscow, did they not ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. The only money we received was, the day before we 
left to come back home, 200 rubles. That is the money I received. 

Mr. Arens. Who gave you that? 

Mr. Strora. One of the interpreters. 

Mr. Arens. From the Russian Government? 

Mr. Srrota. Yes. 
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Mr. Arens. While you were in Moscow, you joined up in a statement 
that was issued from Moscow with these other 18 people, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Was a statement issued over there? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. You were in Moscow, were you not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. The newspapers in the United States carried press 
accounts of a statement issued by these 18 persons in Moscow, did they 
not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t see the papers. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know now that the papers in the United States 
carried a statement issued by these 18 people in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t see the papers. 

Mr. Arens. I say: Do you know it now? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t know it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you not join up in a statement with these other 
1s people while you were in Moscow ? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer those questions. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Srrora. On the ground that this might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. You understand this was in Moscow and not in the 
United States? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer those questions. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. We went for a tour to see the city; then we visited some 
factories, art galleries, museums, and also theaters in the evening. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Irving Charles Velson? 

Mr. Srrora. I know him by sight and not too close. 

Mr. Arens. Who is he? 

Mr. Strora. 1 knew him when he was a representative of a labor 
union for shipbuilders union. 

Mr. Arens. In the United States? 

Mr. Srrora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. He arranged this trip for all of the folks before you left, 
did he not ? 

Mr. Strora. Not for me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any speeches while you were in Moscow ? 

Mr. Sirora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did any of your companions there make any speeches? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this is beyond 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 

Senator Easttanp. Of course it is. It is not only beyond the juris- 
diction of the United States, but he says he did not make a speech, and 
yet he refuses to state whether anyone else made a speech or not. 

Mr. Strora. Senator, I am here to testify for myself. 

Senator Easrnanp. I know. You are here to testify what we ask 
you. 

Mr. Strora. Correct. 

Senator Easttanp. What somebody else did certainly would not 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse. 

Senator Easrtanp. It would not tend to incriminate you. 
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Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer those questions. For myself, I re- 
peat, I did not make any speeches. 

Mr. Arens. You are not under the protection of the United States 
flag as a United States citizen; is that not correct ¢ 

Are you a citizen of the United States ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are under the protection of the flag of the United 
States / 

Mr. Srrora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you take an oath of allegiance to the United States 
when you became a naturalized citizen ? 

Mr. Strora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Asa matter of fact, when you applied for this passport 
application from this Government, you signed this oath, did you not: 

I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same, and I take this obligation freely, without any 
purpose of evasion, so help me God 
You signed that, did you not é 

Mr. Strora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Will you tell this Internal Security Subcommittee who 
it was of this group here that was in Moscow with you who made some 
speeches over there condemning this Government, under whose flag 
you obtain protection at the present moment 4 

Mr. Strova. I still refuse to answer those questions. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Sirora. Because this might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly express now, state in your own way, 
why you feel that your statement with respect to other persons in this 
group making speeches in Moscow, condemning the United States 
Government and our way of life, would possibly incriminate you? 

Mr. Strora. I am here to testify for myself, what I did, and I am 
prepared to tell exactly what I did. I cannot speak for other people. 

For this reason, I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing here today under a subpena, are you 
not? You did not come voluntarily. 

Mr. Strora. Under subpena. 

Mr. Arens. How many of these people who were in Moscow with 
you on this trip do you know are not Communists ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Senator Easrianp. He is ordered and directed to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. When you came back from Moscow, what did you do? 

What did you do when you came back to the United States from 
Moscow ? 

Mr. Sirora. [ went back to work in my office. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any speeches? 

Mr. Srrora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you make your speeches? 

Mr. Srrora. Ata reception dinner that was given in my honor by the 
union. 
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Mr. Arens. And when was that? 

Mr. Strora. On June 2. 

Mr. Arens. Did you get up and make a speech about your trip to 
Moscow ? 

Mr. Srrora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you talk? 

Mr. Sirora. Not very long. 

Mr. Arens. As many as 25 minutes? 

Mr. Sirora. Thereabouts. 

Mr. Arens. Was it as much as a half hour? 

Mr. Sirora. I was introduced 20 minutes to 1; so it was rather late, 
and I didn’t speak long. 

Mr. Arens. Who introduced you ? 

Mr. Strora. One of the officers of the union. 

Mr. Arens. What is his name? 

Mr. Strora. Bernard Minter. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say in your speech ? 

Mr. Srrora. About my experiences, what I saw in Europe, and 
the trip that I made. 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell them about the concentration camps in 
Soviet Russia ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t see any concentration camps. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask to see any when you were over there? 

Mr. Sirora. In talking with the people in the Soviet Union, I 
asked about slave labor, as I read it in the press here, and the people 
told me that there isn’t such a thing as slave labor. 

Mr. Arens. Who were the people that you talked to over there? 

Mr. Strora. Workers in factories. 1 spoke to people in the sub- 
way. 

Mr. Arens. This is all propaganda about slave labor camps; is 
that correct ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I don’t know if it is. But again, I didn’t see any slave 
labor camps. 

Mr. Arens. And you don’t believe there are any 4 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t see any. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say to the folks at the meeting when 
you made your speech, about the slave labor camps? 

Mr. Srrora. That I didn’t find any. 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell them that you looked around to try and 
find them ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I asked them about slave labor and was told there 
isn’t such a thing as slave labor. 

Mr. Arens. When you were over there asking these things, were 
you in the company of some officials of the Soviet Government ? 

Mr. Srrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. You went around by yourself? 

Mr. Strora. In the morning—I usually got up early—and I took 
a walk on the streets, and talked to people. I walked into stores. 
In subways, I talked to people, and I asked this question, and the 
reply was that there isn’t such a thing as slave labor camps in the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask them about freedom of speech over 
there? 

Mr. Srrora. I didn't. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you ask them about freedom of religion? 

Mr. Strora. I was very much concerned with religion, and I asked 
to be taken to a synagogue. One Friday night I did go to a syna- 
gogue, and I observed the services of the Jewish people in Moscow. 
I also visited a church in Leningrad on a Sunday morning. The 
church was packed, the same as the synagogue was packed, with 
people, in the services on Friday night. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask about free elections in Soviet Russia? 

Mr. Srrora. No; I didn't. 

Senator Easttanp. What about the standard of living of the peo- 
ple in Russia ? 

Mr. SIROTA. I visited some of the homes of some of the workers. 
I visited a steel worker in Leningrad. From what he told me, 
that he earns about 2,500 rubles a month—I asked him if he can 
get along on the money that he earns, and the reply was “ Yes,’ 
that last year he spend 4,000 rubles for clothing and they saved 10,- 
000 rubles. 

Mr. Arens. Do you speak Russian ? 

Mr. Sirora. A little, not much. It is hard for me to carry on a 
conversation with the little that I understand. 

Senator Easrtanp. Are there plenty of consumer goods in Rus- 
sia? 

Mr. Strota. Plenty. 

Senator Easttanp. Plenty of shoes and clothing? 

Mr. Strota. Yes. 

Senator Easrtanp. Plenty of food ? 

Mr. Srrora. Plenty of food. 

Senator Eastinanp. How does the standard of living of the Rus- 
sian worker compare with the American worker? 

Mr. Strora. The standard of living is much higher here. 

Senator Easrtanp. Why is that? 

Mr. Srrora. I guess we are accustomed to live this way. But the 
standard of living here is higher than in the Soviet Union. 

Senator Easrianp. How does the standard of living in the Soviet 
Union compare with that in France or Germany ? 

Mr. Strora. In France there is a deplorable situation. The work- 
ing people in France are not earning enough to exist. If you walk the 
streets of France, particularly at the hour when the people go home 
from work, you see them rushing in the store to buy a loaf of bread, 
running home to have their meals, and conditions are pretty bad. 

Mr. Arens. They have free labor unions in Russia, do they ? 

Mr. Strora. Well, I was told that they have about 30 million mem- 
bers in the trade-unions in Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Are they free? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t know what you mean. 

Mr. Arens. Can they strike against the industries in which they 
work ? 

Mr. Strora. I asked this question, and I was told that they have no 
strikes there. 

Mr. Arens. They do not have strikes ? 

Mr. Srrora. No 

Mr. Arens. Is that because they just do not want to strike? 

Mr. Srrora. It is possible. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you have any conference with the Soviet oflicials? 

Mr. Srrora. Outside of the trade-union people, I didn’t talk to 
anybody. 

Mr. Arens. The trade-union people are officials of the government, 
are they not ? 

Mr. Strora. This I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you not ask them ? 

Mr. Srrora. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. What else did you say in your speech, after you got 
back here ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. Well, what I saw in the Soviet Union, conditions there ; 
the destruction of the last war, what I saw in Stalingrad, also in 
Warsaw, Poland. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that we suspend 
now for a period of about an hour, and then resume. 

Senator Easritanp. We will recess for about 1 hour. 

Mr. Arens. What other speeches did you make besides this speech 
that you made to the labor group ? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question without counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make some other speeches / 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. I did not ask you what you said: I just asked you if you 
made some other speeches. 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

(Whereupon, at this point a short recess was taken, after which 
the hearing was resumed.) 

Senator JENNER (presiding). The committee will come to order. 

You may proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Strora. May I at this time correct a statement that I made be- 
fore, since I consulted my attorney / 

Mr. Arens. Yes, proceed; if you please. 

Mr. Strora. The question was if I made any speeches in the Soviet 
Union, and I said “No.” Then another question was directed at me, 
if other persons made speeches out of the group, and I didn’t answer 
the question. I was advised by counsel to answer the question, that 
other people did make speec ‘hes in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Who, of this group that was with you in the Soviet 
Union made speeches, Mr. Sirota ? 

Mr. Strora. Frank Wedl, Jenkins, I believe, and probably others 
as well. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party / 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party when you 
were naturalized as a citizen of the United States / 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact, and ask you to affirm or deny 
that fact, that you have registered in 1936 with the Register of Voters 
in the Fifteenth Electoral District of the Seventh Assembly District 
of New York, as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Strora. IT refuse to answer that, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Strora. This might incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. Who is Mother Bloor? 

Mr. Srrota. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Was there a woman who lived, by the name of Mother 
Bloor ? f 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the answer 
to that question cannot tend to incriminate this witness, and I respect- 
fully suggest to the chairman that the witness be ordered and directed 
to answer the question as to whether or not there ever was a woman 
that lived, by the name of Mother Bloor. 

Senator Jenner. If you know, it certainly would not be anything 
that would incriminate you. If you know there was a woman that 
lived, by that name, you should answer the question, and I direet 
you to answer the question. 

Mr. Strora. Senator, there is a counsel, an attorney, with me. I 
should like to consult the attorney on a number of questions. This is 
my first time to appear before a Senate committee, and I would like 
to consult the attorney on this question. 

Is it all right for me to consult my attorney ? 

Senator Jenner. I understand the attorney was in here, and was 
excused from the hearing room. It is not a right of an attorney to be 
at these hearings, it is only a privilege. Because the attorney has been 
excused from this hearing, I hesitate to call him in. 

If you refuse to answer this question, I think we will let the question 
remain unanswered. 

Mr. Strora. I may be in the same position as before, by not answer- 
ing. If it is all right for me to step out and ask him certain questions, 
if you will permit me—— 

Senator Jenner. All right. Go ahead. 

(Whereupon, the witness departed from the hearing room and 
returned. ) 

Mr. Strora. I was correct in my answer. 

Senator JENNER. You were correct ? 

Mr. Strota. Yes. 

Senator JENNER. You refuse to answer because it might incriminate 
you! 

Mr. Strora. Might incriminate me. 

Senator JENNER. I missed the early part of this hearing. When did 
you come to this country ? 

Mr. Strota. 1920. 

Senator JENNER. When were you naturalized / 

Mr. Srrora. 1930. 

Senator JENNER. In what court ? 

Mr. Strora. Bronx Supreme Court. 

Senator JENNER. What? 

Mr. Strora. Bronx Supreme Court. 

Senator Jenner. Who presided at your hearing? 

Mr. Strora. That I wouldn’t remember. 

Senator JENNER. What country did you come from? 

Mr. Srrora. Russia. 

Senator Jenner. How many times have you been back to Russia 
since you came to this country first ? 

Mr. Sirota. Once, the last trip that I made. 
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Mr. Arens. And you went back there in the company of a number of 
other eli in labor groups; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I went there by myself. I met the people when I got to 
Paris, a couple of days after I was in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. I mean you went in Russia, behind the iron curtain, in 
the company of about 16 or 17 other people, did you not? 

Mr. Srrora, About 17 in the group; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. All of them connected with labor groups in this country, 
is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I believe they are connected with trade unions, yes. 

Mr. Arens. How many of these people that went with you behind 
the iron curtain are not Communists ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. | refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Are any of them not Communists / 

Mr. Sirora. | refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. And you did not pay your expenses from France on 
in behind the iron curtain, did you; all your expenses were paid? 

Mr. Strora. My expenses were paid from here to France. 

Mr. Arens. By your union / 

Mr. Srrora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And then from France on in behind the iron curtain, 
your expenses were paid by whom ¢ 

Mr. Sirota. By the CGT, which provided tickets for \ 

Mr. Arens. And the Soviet Government gave you lines money while 
you were over there, did they not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Before we left, I received 200 rubles from the Soviet 
trade unions. 

Mr. Arens. That was in April of this year? 

Mr. Sirora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. That was to buy some gifts? 

Mr. Sirora. If I desired to buy some gifts to bring home. 

Mr. Arans. After you got back, vou made some speeches in the 
United States, did you / 

Mr. Strora. IT made one speech at a reception dinner that was given 
nmy honor by my union. 

Mr. Arens. And what other speeches did you make ? 

Mr. Sirora, | refuse to answer this. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make other speeches / 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any speeches at Communist Party 
meetings 4 

Mr. Srrora, I refuse to answer this question, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. Why ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. This might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Apparently you do not feel that the speech you made 
at the labor gathering would incriminate you, is that correct 4 

Mr. Srrora. It was a dinner given in my honor. I was called upon 
tosay a few words, and I did. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Furniture Club? 

Mr. Strora, Furniture Club 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Srrora. No. 


SSO} 51 14 
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Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that as of November 1947, you 
were a member of the Furniture Club of the New York Communist 
Party, and I ask you to affirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question on the ground that this 
might incriminate me. 

Senator JENNER. You have already answered the question by stat- 
ing that you were not a member of the furniture club. 

Mr. Srrora. Well, when the question was put at the beginning of the 
hearing, if I belonged to any civic organizations or any church groups, 
my answer was “No.” When you refer to a club, 1 don’t know what 
you mean by “club.” 

Mr. Arens. You know what the Communist Party is, do you not? 

Mr. Srrora. I read about. it. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any other information about it? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. ArEns. What is the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Srrora. A daily paper. 

Mr. Arens. Published by whom ? 

Mr. Strrora. This I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you not know who publishes the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Sirota. No. 

Mr. Strora. Does not the masthead of the Daily Worker tell who 
publishes it? 

Mr. Srrora. If I do read the Daily, I did not look at the masthead. 

Senator JENNER. Do you take the paper ? 

Mr. Sirota. Occasionally. 

Senator JeEnNeR. Are you a regular subscriber ? 

Mr. Srrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. You have been a solicitor for the Daily Worker, have 
you not? 

Mr. Srrota. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Daily Worker published by the Republican 
Party? 

Mr. Srrora. This I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Was it published by the Democratic Party ? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. What party publishes the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Strora. I buy the paper occasionally. Who publishes the 
paper wasn’t of my concern. 

Mr. Arens. Does it not tell in the paper who publishes it ? 

Mr. Sirota. I didn’t look into it. 

Mr. Arens. You have no idea who publishes the Daily Worker, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Strora. Occasionally I read the paper. 

Mr. Arens. Who publishes the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Srrota. This I didn’t read. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know who publishes the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Who is John Williamson ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a man by the name of John Williamson? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer. 
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Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that, under date of February 
1948, you sent a telegram to the Attorney General demanding the 
release on bail of John Williamson, a Communist Party labor leader ; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Sirota. If the telegram was sent, I was authorized to send 
the telegram by the executive board of my union. 

Mr. Arens. Did you do so? 

Mr. Srrora. If this was the decision of the union, I suppose I did. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to the Communist Party head- 
quarters in New York, on Thirteeth Street ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that many peo- 
ple could go to the Communist Party headquarters, who are not Com- 
munists, and I suggest that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 

Senator JENNER. You shall answer. 

Mr. Strota. I refuse to answer, Senator, on the ground that it might 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who were the 12 Communist leaders? Did you ever 
hear of them? 

Mr. Srrora. [ read it in the paper, about them. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever participate in a rally in defense of the 
12 Communist leaders? 

Mr. Strora. If my union made a decision that is a fact, then I car- 
ried out the decision of the union. 

Mr. Arens. Did the union make such a decision ? 

Mr. Srrora. I can’t recall. 

Senator Jenner. For my information, what union does this gen- 
tleman represent ? 

Mr. Srrora. The CIO, it is affiliated through the CIO. 

Senator JenNER. What line of work ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. Furniture. 

Mr. Arens. In 1949, did you sponsor a rally in New York City to 
protest the Federal jury system in New York City? 

Mr. Srrota. What do you mean by Federal jury? 

Mr. Arens. Federal grand jury system, in New York City. 

Mr. Strora. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any approach to Judge Medina, who was 
the presiding judge in the trial of the Communist leaders? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Did you try to see him? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question on the grounds that 
this might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Why is it you refuse to answer this question ? 

Mr. Strota. That this might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that you tried to see Judge 
Medina on behalf of the Communist Party leaders then on trial, in 
June of 1949, and ask you to affirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Strota. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the American Labor 
Party? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that a person 
could be a member of the American Labor Party without being a 
Communist. 

Senator Jenner. Yes, Mr. Witness. The American Labor Party is 
a recognized political party in New York State, and the committee 
thinks it is proper that you should answer the question. 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer it. 

Senator Jenner. On what ground? 

Mr. Sirota. That this might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Why would your membership—if you have a member- 
ship—in the American Labor Party, incriminate you? 

Mr. Smora. I am not an attorney. The little that I conversed with 
my attorney, the questions that are pertaining to myself, that if I 
am a member of any organization that might incriminate me, I have 
a right to refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Why would membership in the American Labor Party 
tend to eet you? 

Mr. Strora. Can I consult my attorney on this? 

Senator Jenner. Yes. It is a legal party. ‘Thousands of people 
vote for it. 

(Whereupon, the witness departed from the hearing room and 
returned. ) 

Mr. Srrota. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

Senator Jenner. Will the reporter read the question ? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever represent the American Labor Party in 
any conferences ¢ 

Mr. Strota. I registered many time “American Labor Party.” 

Mr. Arens. That is not what I meant. 

Mr. Sirota. | registered. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever represent the American Labor Party in 
any conferences / 

Mr. Sirora. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Did you not represent the American Labor Party in a 
conference, or propose to represent the American Labor Party in a 
conference, with Judge Medina ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever have a conference with Judge Medina? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Judge Medina? 

Mr. Strora. The name is “judge”; I assume he is a judge. 

Mr. Arens. Aside from your assumptions, who is he ¢ 

Mr. Strora. A judge. 

Mr. Arens. Did he have anything to do with the 12 Communists? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and 
directed_to answer that question. The newspapers carried repeated 
stories about Judge Medina. 

Senator JENNER. I think it is a proper question, Mr. Witness. If 
you know or if you do not know, you can so state. But if you know 
who Judge Medina is, if you know that he tried the 12 Communists, I 
do not see any harm in your stating that. 
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Mr. Srrora. I stated that if you called him judge, I assume that 
he is a judge. 

Senator JENNER. You do know that Judge Medina is a judge in 
New York? 

Mr. Srrora. That is right. 

Senator Jenner. And that he tried the 12 Communists? 

Mr. Srrora. I read about it; yes. 

Senator JENNER. That is what we are asking you. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever see him personally ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. On page 2 of the June 25, 1949, issue of the Daily 
Worker, is a photograph of yourself, identified as “President of the 
Metropolitan Council of Furniture Workers, and four other union 
leaders, leaving the Federal courthouse at Foley Square, after having 
a conference with Judge Medina.” 

Do you have any recollection of that photograph ? 

Mr. Strota. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any recollection of that conference ? 

Mr. Sirora. No; I don't. 

Senator Jenner. Have you any recollection of leaving the court- 
house at Foley Square in the presence of other persons? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Earl Browder? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Senator Jenner. Do you know who Henry Wallace is? 

Mr. Srrora. Henry Wallace was Vice President at one time of 
the United States. 1 voted for him. 

Mr. Arens. Was there an organization known as the Citizens Com- 
mittee To Free Earl Browder ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Was there a what ? 

Mr. Arens. Was there ever an organization known as the Citizens 
Committee To Free Earl Browder? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that on March 1, 1942, you spoke 
at a meeting sponsored by the Citizens Committee To Free Earl] 
Browder, held at Beethoven Hall, New York City, and I ask you to 
affirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Strora. I don’t recall. 

Senator Jenner. Did your organization intervene with President 
Roosevelt for the pardon of Earl Browder? 

Mr. Strora. I can’t recall, Senator, that the organization ever took 
such steps. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Srrora. The Civil Rights Congress, as I gather, is an organi- 
zation to defend civil rights in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a sponsor of one of the conferences held by 
the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Srrora. If my organization approved the conference, then the 
organization was the sponsor. 

Mr. ARENS. The Civil Rights Congress has been cited as a sub- 
versive organization by agencies of this Government; has it not? 

Mr. Strrora. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Max Perlo? 
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Mr. Sora. Max Perlo was secretary-treasurer of our Interna- 
tional Union of the United Furniture Workers of America. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member, or a speaker at a dinner 
of the Jewish P eople’s Committee in Honor of Max Perlo? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t recall. It is possible. 

Mr. Arrens. Do you know that the Jewish People’s Committee has 
been cited by the Attorney General and the House Un-American 
Activities Committee as a Communist and subversive organization 

Mr. Strora. I don’t know that. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Morning Freiheit ? 

Mr. Srrora. A Jewish daily paper. 

Mr. Arens. Is it a Communist paper? 

Mr. Srrora. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know, as a fact, or do you know that it has been 
cited as a Communist paper? 

Mr. Stora. I wouldn't know. 

Senator JENNER. Do you subscribe to it? 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Senator Jenner. Do you read it? 

Mr. Smora. Occasionally ; yes. 

Mr. Arens. In 1945 you signed a special appeal to members of the 
Furniture Workers and other people to support the Morning F reiheit, 
did you not? 

Mr. Srrora. I can’t recall, Senator. 

Mr. Arens. What is the School of Jewish Studies? 

Mr. Srrora. The School of Jewish Studies? From the meaning, 
it is a school for Jewish people to study. 

Mr. Arens. In 1949 you were a member of the executive board of 
the School of Jewish Studies; were you not? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t recall ever attending a meeting of the School 
of Jewish Studies. 

Mr. Arens. The School of Jewish Studies has been cited by the 
Attorney General as an adjunct of the Communist Party; has it not? 

Mr. Srrora. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. What is the United May Day Committee? 

Mr. Sirora. A committee that is formed to organize the May Day 
demonstration. 

Mr. Arens. And what is the May Day celebration ? 

Mr. Strora. To celebrate an 8-hour day. 

Mr. Arens. Celebrate what ? 

Mr. Srrora. An 8-hour day. 

Mr. Arens. Eight-hour day? 

Mr. Smrora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. To celebrate anything else? 

Mr. Strora. To my knowledge, that is the purpose of the May Day 
Committee. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only purpose? 

Mr. Strora. To my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Does it have any connection with Soviet Russia or with 
communism ? 

Mr. Strora. Well, May Day was created here in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Answer my question. Does it have any connection 
with Communist Russia ? 

Mr. Srrora. I can’t see what connection it can have with Russia. 
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Mr. Arens. The United May Day Committee has been cited by the 
Attorney General as a subversive outfit ; has it not? 

Mr. Strora. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the United May Day 
Committee ? 

Mr. Sirota. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, that is the committee that sets 
up the annual Communist parade down in New York City; is it not? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t know about setting up the Communist parade. 
It sets up the demonstration for May 1, to celebrate the 8-hour day, 
to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only thing they celebrate, the 8-hour day? 

Mr. Srrora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You have no knowledge of any other purpose of the 
May Day parade; is that correct ? 

Mr. Srrora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. They have the May Day parade in Soviet Russia, and 
they had it while you were there; did they not ? 

Mr. Sirora. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And you attended the May Day parade celebration 
there did you not? 

Mr. Srrora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. And you were there not far from Stalin himself, were 
you not? 

Mr. Srrora. About four or five hundred feet. 

Mr. Arens. And you saw Stalin at that time? 

Mr. Srrora. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Were they celebrating the May Day celebration in 
Russia this last year when you were there? 

Mr. Sirora. The celebration that struck me was a celebration for 
peace. 

Mr. Arens. Celebrating peace? 

Mr. Strora. That was outstanding, the signs and slogans that the 
people carried, demonstrating for peace. 

Senator JENNER. Do they have an 8-hour day in Russia? 

Mr. Strora. Yes. 

Senator JENNER. In the slave camps? 

Mr. Strora. I didn’t see any slave camps in Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Did they have a lot of guns and tanks there in the 
parade, in the May Day parade? 

Mr. Srrora. It started out with a military parade that lasted for 
about an hour. 

Mr. Arens. That was to demonstrate for peace ? 

Mr. Sirota. This lasted an hour, and then the civilian people 
marched. 

Mr. Arens. I mean, were the guns there to demonstrate for peace? 

Mr. Srrora. Well, I am not one to say what the Soviet Union did 
about a celebration. If you ask me a question, I will be glad to answer 
it. 

Senator Jenner. I will ask a question : 

In the first part of that parade, did you see any American equip- 
ment in it? 

Mr. Strora. No. 

Senator Jenner. No American jeeps or anything? 





196 UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


Mr. Sirora. I wouldn’t know the difference, frankly, when it comes 
to military equipment. 

Mr. Arens. Did it not occur to you that there might be some con- 
nection in the May Day celebration in New York City, which has been 
cited as subversive by the Attorney General, and the May Day cele- 
bration which you attended this year in Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. Well, I don’t know if May Day was cited as a subversive 
organization. 

Mr. Arens. Did you think there might be some connection between 
the May Day celebration in Moscow and the May Day celebration in 
New York City, which you participated in ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. How can there be a connection / 

Mr. Arens. I am asking you. 

Mr. Sirora. I dont know. How can there be a connection? 
Trade-unions here in the city, New York City, demonstrated on May 1 
to celebrate an S-hour day. 

Senator Jenner. Did the trade-unions celebrate May Day in Rus 
sia when you were there observing the celebration / 

Mr. Strora. I observed hundreds of thousands of people that pa- 
raded on May Day. 

Senator JENNeR. Any trade-unions / 

Mr. Strora. I wouldn't know. 

Senator JENNER. Are there any trade-unions in Russia ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. Do you have a United Trade Union in Russia? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t know about the furniture unions. 

Senator JENNER. Is there a furniture union in Russia? 

Mr. Sirora. I gather there ts. 

Senator Jenner. You being the head of a furniture organization, 
vou would be interested in finding out if there was one / 

Mr. Strora. [asked about it and the reply was “Yes,” there was. 

Senator JENNer. Whom did you ask / 

Mr. Sirora. The people there; the interpreters that represented 
the trade-unions. 

Senator Jenner. Who were these interpreters! Were they Rus- 
slans / 

Mr. Strora. Russians, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a propaganda statement in Moscow while 
you were there? 

Mr. Strora. What do you mean by “propaganda”? 

Mr. Arens. Did you sign a statement to be released to the press, 
while you were in Moscow / 

Mr. Sirora. If I can see the statement, then I can tell you whether 
I signed it or not. 

Mr. Arens. Well, did vou and others jointly release a statement in 
Moscow ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Was a statement released in Moscow by members of 
this group? 

Mr. Strrora. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. You know, as a matter of fact, do you not, that this 
group, the 18 people, including yourself, did release a propaganda 
statement in Moscow that was carried in the papers, both here and 
abroad ? 
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Mr. Sirora. You asked me this question before, and I said that I 
didn’t see any statement that was released here in the press, and I 
don’t recall of any statement that was issued there. 

Mr. Arens. You were a member of the May Day committee in 1941, 
were you not ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. I can’t recall. If my organization endorsed the May 
Day celebration—— 

Mr. Arens. What organization is “your organization” ? 

Mr. Strora. My union. 

Senator Jenner. The CIO? 

Mr. Strora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, you were a member of the May Day 
committee in 1916, too, were you not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. It is possible. 

Mr. Arrens. And you were a member of the May Day committee in 
1947, 1948, and 1949, here in the United States, were you not? 

Mr. Srrora, It is possible. If this was the decision of the union, 
then I carried out the decision. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Negro People’s Committee To Aid Spanish 
Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Were you active in behalf of that organization ? 

Mr: Srmora. I don't recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever sent congratulations to the Daily Worker 
on its twentieth anniversary / 

Mr. Strora. The union probably did, if there was such a decision. 

Mr. Arens. If the union, or if you sent congratulations to the Daily 
Worker, you probably knew what the Daily Worker was, did you not ? 

Mr. Strora. It happened at the time that we received the communi- 

cation from different organizations, to greet them at a certain occasion, 
and these matters are taken up offices: ally in the union. 

If any greeting was sent, it was officially decided by the union to 
send it, not as an individual. 

Mr. Arens. What is your position in the union? 

Mr. Srrora. I am business manager of the union. 

Mr. Arens. What other positions have you held in the union? 

Mr. Sirora. That is the only position 1 hold now. 

Mr. Arens. And you sent greetings to the Daily Worker in 1946 
again, did vou not ¢ : 

Mr. Sirora. If the union decided to send, then it was sent, in the 
name of the union. 

Mr. Arens. What is your wife’s name? 

Mr. Strora, Sylvia. 

Mr. Arens. Is she a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strova. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Sirota. This might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. In June of 1950, you were employed as a manager of 
Local 140, United Furniture Workers of America; is that correct? 

Mr. Sirota. June 1950? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Srrora. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who is John Allen Johnson ? 

Mr. Srrora. Never heard his name. 
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Arens. Who is William Melbourne Glenn ? 

Srrora. I wouldn’t know. 

Arens. Who is Clara Shavelson ? 

Srrora. Clara Shavelson? 

ArENs. Yes, sir. 

Srrora. She was on the delegation. 

Arens. Did you know her before you went on this delegation? 
Srrora. No. 

Arens. Carrie May Ellis? 

Strrora. She is a member of my union. 

Arens. Did you know her before you went ? 

Srrora. Yes, sir. 

Arens. How did she happen to be over there ? 

Srrora. She was chosen by the executive board of my union to 


Arens. To go where? 

Srrora. To France. 

Arens. And you were chosen, too, to go! 

Srrora. That is correct. 

Arens. You and she did not go together, though? 

Srrora. No. 

Arens. But she also accompanied you from France on in behind 
on curtain: is that correct ? 

Srtrora. That is correct. 

Arens. Who is Moses Wechsler ? 

Srrora. Wechsler ? 

ARENS. Yes, sir. 

Srrora. I met him in France. 

Arens. Did you ever see him before ? 

SIROTA. No. 

Arens. And he accompanied you behind the iron curtain, did 
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Srrora. Right. 

Arens. Who is Frank Wed]? 

Srrora. He, too, I met him in France. 
Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Sirota. I refuse to answer that question. 
Arens. Is Moses Wechsler a Communist ? 
Srrora. I refuse to answer the question. 
Arens. Is Carrie May Ellis a Communist ¢ 
Srrora. I refuse to answer. 

Arens. Is Clara Shavelson a Communist? 
Strota. I refuse to answer the question. 
Arens. Who is William Aloysious Wallace? 
Srrora. I met him, too, in France. 

Arens. Did you know him before you left ? 
Srrora. No. 

Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Srrora. I refuse to answer this question. 


Senator Eastrtanp. Why do you refuse to answer? 
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Srrora. This might incriminate me. 
Arens. Who is John Francis Halloran ? 


Srrora. I met him in France, too. 
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Mr. Arens. Was he a part of this delegation ? 

Mr. Srrora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is living with Halloran, do you know ? 

Mr. Strrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you seen him since you got. back ¢ 

Mr. Strora. The first time I met him was in France. 

Mr. Arens. Have you seen him since he got back ? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Joseph De Rosa ? 

Mr. Strrora. I met him in France. 

Mr. Arens. Have you seen him since you got back ? 

Mr. Srrora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know him before you left ? 

Mr. Srrora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Esther Goldberg ? 

Mr. Strora. I met her in Paris. Esther I knew from before. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Strrora. Esther Goldberg, I knew from before. 

Mr. Arens. You knew Esther Goldberg before you left? 

Mr. Sirota. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Then you knew Esther Goldberg and you knew Carrie 
May Ellis before you left, and met with them in Paris? 

Mr. Strora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any conversations with them before you 
left with reference to your trip? 

Mr. Strrotra. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know they were going to go? 

Mr. Strora. I knew about Carrie Ellis going. I didn’t know about 
Esther Goldberg. 

Mr. Arens. Is Esther Goldberg a Communist ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Charles Irving Velson 4 

Mr. Srrora. I answered that question before. 

Mr. Arens. Answer it again. 

Mr. Srrora. I got to know him several years ago when he was a 
member of the city council, CIO, a delegate to the city council of 
the CIO. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any conversation with him before you 
left on your — 

Mr. Srrora. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last time that you saw him prior to the 
time that you left on your trip ?¢ 

Mr. Srrora. IT can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Was it as — asamonth? 

Mr. Sirors A. I wouldn’t sz 

Mr. Arens. As much as 6 caiiabiiel 

Mr. Senos . | am not in a position to say. I can’t recall when I 
spoke to him last before I left. 
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Mr. Arens. As much as a year$ 

Mr. Stora. | can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. As much as 2 years? 

Mr. Srrora. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. As much as 5 years? 

Mr. Srrora. The last time I saw him was at a CLO council meeting 
when there was some questions that he participated in the discussion, 
representing the shipbuilders’ union. 

Mr. Arens. When was this conference ¢ 

Mr. Strora. It was a city council meeting that meets regularly, 
every other week, and he was a delegate to the CLO council, repre- 
senting his union. 

Mr. Arens. And how many months was that prior to the time you 
left? 

Mr. Strora. A long time before. 

Mr. Arens. Was it a year before you left 

Mr. Strora. Way more. 

Mr. Arens. Was it 5 years before you left ? 

Mr. Sirora. It is possible. 

Mr. Arens. Was he on the trip? 

Mr. Srrora. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who procured your tickets for you on the boat ? 

Mr. Sirota. My office. 

Mr. Arens. Who is William M. Glenn? 

Mr. Srrora. Glenn? 

Mr. Arens. William M. Glenn. 

Mr. Srrora. If he was in the delegation, I suppose I met him there, 
because most of the pare in the delegation, outside of Esther Gold- 
berg and Carrie Ellis, | met for the first time when they arrived in 
Paris. 

Mr. Arens. What boat did you go on? 

Mr. Sirora. The Queen Mary. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Allen Richard Greenfield ? 

Mr. Strora. Greenfield was one of the delegates. 

Mr. Arens. Was he a Communist ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any in this group that are not Communists ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is an individual by the name of DeCastro Francis? 

Mr. Srrora. Francis? Was he in the delegation? If he was in the 
delegation, I suppose he was there. 

Mr. Arens. Isaac Alexander Wright ? 

Mr. Strora. Wright—I met him for the first time in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. And is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Oran Arnold Jenkins? 

Mr. Srrora. Jenkins I met in Paris. 

Mr. Arens. You met all these people in Paris? 

Mr. Sirora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Just happened to run into them in Paris? 

Mr. Sirora. I was told by the CGT that there is a group of people 
coming from the United States, and I met them there, and I swear 
to you here and now that is the first time that T met these people, in 
Paris, outside of Carrie Ellis and Esther Goldberg. 
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Senator JENNER. Where did you meet them in Paris? 

Mr. Srrora. At the airport. 

Senator JENNER. All arrive at the same time, did they ? 

Mr. Sirora. Yes. The CGT asked me to go along with a delegation 
that was organized by the CGT of the trade-unions, to meet them, and 
L accepted the invitation. 

Mr. Arens. This visit that you proposed to make before you left, 
was under the auspices of the CGT, was it not ? 

Mr. Strora. The question was taken up at my executive board in 
the union, that an invitation was extended to our union to visit France 
and to acquaint ourselves with the conditions of the trade-unions in 
France. 

On this basis, I was asked if I can go, and since I didn’t have a vaca- 
tion ina number of years, [ accepted it. 

Mr. Arens. You said on your passport application you were going 
there to vacation and visit relatives, did you not ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I considered this a vacation. 

Mr. Arens. You did not state anything on your passport applica- 
tion about visiting the CGT, did you? 

Mr. Sirora. No. 

Mr. Arens. But that is how you procured your money from the 
union to go; is that not correct ¢ 

Mr. SIROTA. Well, my union decided to pay the expenses, SO I ac- 
cepted it. 

Mr. Arens. What are the names of the relatives that you have in 
France / 

Mr. Sirota. There is one relative, it is hard for me to pronounce 
the name, Clishcovohe, and the address is 20 Rue Labat, 18 EM. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were naturalized ¢ 

Mr. Sirota. 1 refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party prior to 
the enactment of the Smith Act in 1940? 

Mr. Sirora. IL refuse to answer this question. 

Senator JENNER. On what grounds? 

Mr. Srrora. That it might incriminate me. 

Senator JenNerR. Your relative in Paris. what relation is that rela- 
tive / 

Mr. Strora. It is my wife’s closest friend. 

Senator JENNER. Is your wife’s closest friend a member of a party 
in France ? 

Mr. Sirora. I didn’t discuss anything with them. I was there, I 
visited them several times. 

Senator JenNeR. Is he a Communist? Did he say he was a Com 
munist / 

Mr. Strora. I never discussed anythin 

Senator Jenner. Did vou talk about t 

Mr. Strora. No: I didn't. 

Senator Jenner. What did you talk about when you were visiting / 

Mr. Srrora, Just to find out about his family life and friends, how 
long he is there, and so on. 

Senator Jenner. Did you ask about the trade-unions in France ? 

Mr. Sirota. He is not a member of the trade-unions. 

Senator JENNER, Did you live at his house ¢ 


¢ with him. 
he trade-unions in Russia 
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Mr. Sirota. No; I stopped at the hotel. 

Senator EastLanp. Was he a relative of your wife’s, or a friend of 
your wife? 

Mr. Strora. A friend of my wife's. 

Senator Eastitanp. Who are the relatives? 

Mr. Strora. I have relatives in England, my wife’s sister lives in 
England. 

Mr. Arens. You did not visit them, though, did you ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. No; I had in mind, on the way home, after I decided 
to go, that I should go to England, and, while being on the plane, 
going from Rome to Paris, I decided if I can make reservations, to 
go home. 

Mr. Arens. You said on your passport application that you were 
going to visit relatives. 

Mr. Srrora. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What relatives did you all, all the time you were in 
Europe ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Well, these are the relatives, and the friends that I 
saw. 

Mr. Arens. What relatives did you see in Europe ? 

Mr. Srrota. I had in mind to go to England to visit relatives. In 
fact, they were notified that Iam coming. 

Mr. Arens. But you did not see them ? 

Mr. Strora. I changed my mind on the way home. This may sound 
strange to you, that I got homesick, and I decided to go home. 

Mr. Arens. Then it is true you did not see a single relative of yours 
while you were in Europe / 

Mr. Smora. Well, I considered the = asa vacation. I was sup- 
posed to go to visit the relative in England, and I decided to go home. 

Senator Jenner. Let me get the story ‘str: aight. When you met 
in Paris, where did you all stay ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. I arrived in Paris a couple of days pane the rest 
of the people who arrived, and I] stopped ata hotel in Paris. Then 
I learned that the other people are coming, and they ieee dd together 
at a different hotel. 

Senator Jenner. They were in a different hotel? You never 
stayed in the same hotel ¢ 

Mr. Strora. No, sir. 

Senator Jenner. When you went behind the iron curtain, did you 
all go together / 

Mr. Srrora. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. HLlow long were you behind the iron curtain / 

Mr. Srrora. In the Soviet Union, we were about 214 weeks, and 
in Warsaw we were 2 days, and in Prague, we stayed overnight—only 
1 day. 

Mr. Arens. How about Frances Evelyn Johnson? Was she on the 
trip with you? 

Mr. Sirora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is she a Communist ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Laura Ophelia Dennis, was she on the trip with you? 

Mr. Strora. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is she a Communist? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question. 
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Mr. Arens. John Allen Johnson? Was he on the trip with you? 

Mr. Srrora. Yes. That is the husband of Johnson, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. And was he a Communist / 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. How many speeches did you make after you got back 
in the United States ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I made one speech at a dinner that was given in my 
honor when I returned. 

Mr. Arens. Is that all the speeches that you made ? 

Mr. Sirora. Well, this is the speech that I made. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any other speeches ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that. 

Senator JENNER. You do what ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Senator Jenner. Why? Why would you refuse to answer that 
question! There is nothing incriminating about making a speech 
ina free country like America. Why do you refuse to answer that 
question / 

Mr. Sirora. Well, again, I say, I haven't got an attorney here, and 
this is the first time that [appeared before a committee. 

Senator JENNER. Go ask your attorney what would be wrong with 
your making a speech in America. Weall make speeches here. 

(Whereupon, the witness inertia from the hearing room and 
returned. ) 

Senator JENNER. You may answer the question now. 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer the question. 

Senator JENNER. On what ground / 

Mr. Strora. On the ground that this might incriminate me. 

Senator Jenner. Your attorney advised you that testifving as to 
whether or not vou made a speech in the United States of Amet 
might incriminate you 4 

Mr. Srrora. That is the advice of counsel. 

Senator JENNER. What is the name of vour attorney. Mr. Sirota ? 

Mr. Strota, Mr. Rabinowitz. 

Senator JENNI R. Where cloes he live? 

Mr. Sitrora. In New York. 

Senator JENNER. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. SIROTA. He is the counsel for our union. 

Senator JENNER. Is your union a Communist union ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that question, 

Senator JENNER. On what ground / 

Mr. Strora. ‘That it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Is Mr. Rabinowitz a Communist ? 

Mr. Srrora. ] refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. How much are you paying Mr. Rabinowitz ? 

Mr. Sirora, Mr. Rabinowitz is retained by the union, and he 
receiving a fee from the union. 

Mr. Arens. For representing you / 

Mr. Strrora. For representing the union. 

Mr. Arens. Why is he vour lawyer / 

Mr. Strora. Well, as an officer of the union, I am called here. He 
is not getting a fee from me for coming here. I am not paying him 
anything. 
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Mr. Arens. What is your union worth? What is the total treasury 
of your union ? 

Mr. Strora. Offhand, I couldn’t say. 

Mr. Arens. Is it worth $10,000? 

Mr. Sirora. More than that. 

Mr. Arens. $25,000? 

Mr. Strora. More than that. 

Mr. Arens. $50,000? 

Mr. Strrora. About that. 

Mr. Arens. How many members have you in the union ? 

Mr. Strota. Over 2,000. 

Senator JENNER. Does your union pay taxes? 

Mr. Sirota. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who isthe president of this union 4 

Mr. Strora. The local union ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Sirota, Sol Tishler. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is the vice president of your union ? 

Mr. Sirora. Frank Swift. 

Mr. Arens. Is your union certified as the bargaining agent by the 
National Labor Relations Board / 

Mr. Sirora. Correct. 

Mr. Arens. Did you take a Taft-Hartley non-Communist oath ¢ 

Mr. Strora. No; I wasn't a to. In accordance with the consti- 
tution, the only officers of the union are the president, vice president, 
and secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Arens. And did they all take Taft-Hartley affidavits / 

Mr. Strora. Under the law, they have to sign affidavits, in order to 
be certified. 

Mr. Arens. And are they Communists ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Senator JENNER. Why do you refuse to answer that question / 

Mr. Sirora, Well, this might incriminate me, the same. 

Senator Jenner. How could it incriminate you when you are testi- 
fying about somebody else, officers of your union ¢ 

Mr. Strota. Well, they signed affidavits. I can’t see what connec- 
tion it has with the questions. They signed the affidavits. 

Mr. Arens. What is your salary as the business agent of the union? 

Mr. Strora. I am getting $95 a week. 

Mr. Arens. Do you get expenses 

Mr. Sirora. Yes, s 

Senator eae What do your expenses run? How much are 
your expe ses ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Expenses with the car is $35 a week, out of which I 
have to pay there for the car that I bought on installments. 

Senator Easrranp. What other souces of income do you have? 

Mr. Sirora. No other source of income. 

Senator Easrtanp. What does your union do with its dues? 

Mr. Sirota. The dues / 

Senator Easritanp. Yes, the dues that it collects. 

Mr. Strora. It varies, based on the earnings of the members. It 
ranges from $250 to $3. From $2, $2.50, and $3 a month. 
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Senator EasrLanp. What contributions have they made? 

Mr. Strora. Contributions ? 

Senator Easrianp. Yes. 

Mr. Strora. We are faced with strike situations, there is an assess- 
ment that the members vote on, equivalent to the day’s pay. Last 
year there was no assessment. 


Senator Easrtanp. Has your union made a contribution to any 
other country ¢ 

Mr. Sirota. Not to my know ledge. 

Senator JENNER. You say you have no other source of income / 

Mr. SIROTA. No, sir . 

Senator Jenner. Have you ever received, outside of the one time 
you have testified about, where you received 200 rubles from Russian 
people or officials, I believe you said, any more Russian money ? 

Mr. Strora. No, sir. The 200 rubles I received, I bought some stuff 
in Moscow that I brought home. 

Senator JENNER. What did you buy / 

Mr. Strora. Some candy and tea 

Senator JENNER. Tea? 

Mr. Strora. That is right. 

Senator JENNER. $200 worth of candy and tea ¢ 

Mr. Strrora. 200 rubles. 

Senator JENNER. How much is that in American money ? 

Mr. Sirora. I don’t know the value of the ruble to the dollar. 
wouldn't know. 

Mr. Arens. What contributions has your union made to Commu- 
nist-front organizations ? 

Mr. Strora. To whom / 

Mr. Arens. Communist-front organizations. 

Mr. Strora. Well, I wouldn't know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know that they have made some contributions 
to some Communist-front organizations ? 

Mr. Strora. 1 wouldn't know if any contributions is made. The 
procedure is when we receive a communication from any organization, 
this communication is read to the executive board, and the executive 
board acts upon the communication, 

Mr. Arens. How much have you eontributed to the Communist 
Party in the last year? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. What contributions have you made in the course of 
the last vear to any organizations 4 

Mr. Strora. Tean’t recall. 1 can’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made contributions to some organizations, 
in the course of the last vear ! 

Mr. Strora. I suppose I did. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations / 

Mr. Strora. I contribute to the Histadruth. That is the labor 
union of Pale stine. Oce: asion: lly, oncea year, the re is a dinner oiven 
in honor of one of the manufacturers in the ¢ ity, and they go around 
to solicit funds. Occasionally I make a contribution to the United 
Jewish Appeal. The union officials makes a contribution, and there 
is always collections taken up to make a contribution. 


SORO1 D1 15 
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Mr. Arens. Did you ever make any contributions to the Civil 
Rights Congress ? 

Mr. Strora. The union probably did. 

Mr. Arens. That is a subversive organization, is it not? 

Mr. Srrora. If a communication is received, and the board decided 
to make a contribution, there is nothing I can do about it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever made any contributions? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Has your union ever made any political contributions? 

Mr. Strora. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Arens. What contributions have you made to Communist- 
front organizations? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made contributions to a Communist-front 
organization ¢ 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communists are a threat to this 
country ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Well, this I am not ina position to say. Again I want 
to say, from my observation there, that the people in Russia are for 
peace. Now, I am not versed of the political situation, the State 
Department, but the people of Russia, whom I have talked to, they 
are for peace. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any tie-up between the Communist Party o 
the United States and the Soviet Government / 

Mr. Strora. Is there what? 

Mr. Arens. Any tie-up, any connection between the Communist 
Party of the U nited states ¢ and the Soviet Government / 

Mr. Strora. TL wouldn't know. 

Senator Easrnanp. Do you believe in the private ownership of 
property ¢ 

Mr. Strora. Yes. 

Senator EasrLanp. Do you believe that a state should own the tools 
ot producing, or that they should be owned by individuals ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. Well, the system that we have here is private owner- 
ship. This is the desire of the people. ‘That is what we have. 

Senator Easrianp. But I asked you what you believed as to that. 

Mr. Sirora. Well, if this is the desire of the people, that is the form 
of government we have in the United States. 

Senator EasrLanp. I said: What do you believe in? 

Mr. Sirora. What do I — ve in? 

Senator Easrnanp. Yes, si 

Mr. Sirora. Private aeuaenide. 

Mr. Arens. Are vou a Marxist / 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer that question. 

Senator JENNER. That is all. 

(Whereupon, at 4:08 p. m., Wednesday, September 12, 1951, 
hearing was recessed, subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1951 


Unitrep States SENATE, 
SupcoMMITTER To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act, 
AND OrHer INTERNAL Securrry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 2:45 p. m., pursuant to call, in room P-36, 
the Capitol, Senator James O. Eastland, presiding. 

Present: Senator Eastland. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member: Mitchel M. Carter, investigator; and 
Donald D. Connors, Jr., investigator. 

Senator EastLanp. The committee will come to order. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that you are about to give 
before the subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
United States Senate is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 


Mr. Veuson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES IRVING VELSON, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Senator EastLanp. You may be seated, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name and address. 

Mr. Vetson. My name is Charles Irving Velson, 1798 Bedford Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Arens. When and where were you born / 

Mr. Vetson, June 3, 1913, New York, N. Y. 

Mr. Arens. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I decline to answer that question on the ground 
that I might incriminate myself, and I would like to state that the 
reason for that is that I have been told by my counsel that a number 
of people have appeared before this committee and have mentioned my 
name at the proceedings here. 7 

Senator Easrnanp. You mean you might incriminate yourself to 
tell your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Senator EasrLanp. Have you an office ? 

Mr. Verson. I beg your pardon ? 

Senator Easrianp. Have you an office ? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
ground. 
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Senator Easrianp. Well, I do not think the privilege covers that, 
and I order you to answer 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the ground 
that it may tend to incriminate me under the fifth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Aren. Mr. Velson, under what name were you born? 

Mr. Vetson. Irving Shavelson. 

Senator Easttanp. How do you spell it? 

Mr. Veuson. S-h-a-v-e-l-s-o-n. 

Mr. Arens. And you are now under the name of Irving Charles 
Velson ? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Senato EasrLanp. Why did you change your name? 

Mr. Verson. I don’t know exactly. ‘T think it was 1939 or 1940. 
It was somewhere around there. 

Senator Easrtanp. Why did you change your name 4 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I had used the name Irving Velson for some time 
previous, and I felt that since I was using the name I should make a 
legal change. 

Senator Easrtanp. Why did you use another name ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I had difficulty getting employment under the 
name of Irving Shavelson several times, because I was Jewish. 

Senator Easrnianp. Is not Velson Jewish ? 

Mr. Vetson. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Clara Shavelson ? 

Mr. Vetson. Who? 

Mr. Arens. Who is Clara Shavelson ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. That is my mother. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not Clara Shavelson has ever 
been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
it might incriminate me, under the fifth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. 

Senator Easrtanp. Where was she born ? 

Mr. Vetson. She was born in Russia. 

Senator Easrtanp. What part of Russia ? 

Mr. Vetson. I don’t know. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Now kindly give us a brief résumé of your education 
and employment activities, since vou reached adult age. 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I went to grammar school, I think it was Public 
School 156, Brooklyn; and then I went to Thomas Jefferson High 
School, also in Brooklyn. 

I went to Brooklyn Polytech for a short while, in Brooklyn. I 
went to the Baron de Hirsch Trade School for machinists. That was 
in Manhattan, N. Y. That is about all the education I have had. 

Mr. Arens. Now, tell us about your employment experience. 

Mr. Vetson. How far? 

Mr. Arens. Start from the time you got out of school. 

Mr. Verson. Well, [don’t recall all the jobs that Thad. I will try to 
give them to you to the best of my recollection. I think my first job 
was as an electrician’s helper, some contractor in Brooklyn. I don’t 
even remember his name any more. 


Mr. Arens. What year / 
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Mr. Vetson. I don’t know. Iam not sure. I think it must have been 
around 1928 or 1929. I am not positive. It was a short-time employ- 
ment, somewhere around there. Then I worked for Julius Kyser, a 
textile mill, I think it was Julius Kyser or Kyser & Sons. I worker 
12 hours a night for 25 cents an hour. I think after that Kyser job 
I went to this Baron de Hirsch School. Iam not sure, but I think that 
is about the size of it. Then I worked in a printing shop, and then I 
worked on the docks in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. Was that as a shipfitter with the Brooklyn Navy Yard 4 

Mr. Vetson. No; that was before that. That was just at picking up 
bolts and nuts. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed. 

Mr. Vetson. Then I went to work in the Navy Yard as an appren- 
tice shipfitter. 

Mr. Arens. Wasthat the Brooklyn Navy Yard? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That was in February 1931, was it ? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. I worked there until 19388, and I quit to run 
for pub lic office. 

Se nator EasrLanp. What year did you run for public office ? 

Verson. 1938. IT ran as a Republican and Labor Party for 
State Senator in the Eleventh District. It used to be the Eleventh. 
L think it is a different number now. It was the Eleventh Senatorial 
District of Brooklyn. 

Senator Eastnanp. You ranasa Republican ? 

Mr. Verson. Yes; I was the official Republican nominee. There 
was a big squabble about it; a big preliminary fight, and I think the 
Democrats won the Republican primary, and then on the ballot I ran 
asa Labor and Fusion, I think, in the final wind-up. 

Senator Eastnanp. What isthe Labor Party ? 

Mr. Vetson. The American Labor Party, and the Fusion Party. 

Senator Easrianp. Those are the only two political parties that you 
belong to? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
I might incriminate myself, under article V of the Constitution. 

Senator Eastnanp. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Arens. On the record. 

Now, with reference to your experience at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
were you discharged from the Brooklyn Navy Yard? 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I hadn’t finished on that question. After I quit 
in 1938, I went back to work there in 1939. I think it was 1939; I am 
not sure. It was either the end of 1938 or the beginning of 1939. 

Mr. Arens. What caused the termination of your employment at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard? 

Mr. Vertson. Iwas discharged. 

Mr. Arens. Why were you discharged ? 

Mr. Vetson. Well, the letter says that my conduct wasn’t proper. 

Mr. Arens. Why were you discharged? Now, tell us. 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that I 
might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Why ? 

Senator Eastnanp. You could not possibly incriminate yourself. 
The statute of limitations has run.on any crime that might have been 
committed in 1939. I order you to answer. 





210 UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 


Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer on the ground that I might in- 
criminate myself, under article V of the Constitution, being a witness 
against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Were you not discharged from the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard for making false statements concerning sick leave before the 
Labor Board of the Navy Yard? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. After your discharge from the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
what was your occupation ? 

Mr. Vetson. I worked as a boilermaker. I worked as a boilermaker 
for about a year, I guess. 

Mr. Arens. While you were in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, did you 
have some conferences periodically with a man by the name of Alex- 
ander Stevens? 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
that— 

Senator Easr.tanp. Let the record show that he is ordered to an- 
swer each and every one of these questions. 

Mr. Arens. Is it not true that while you were employed at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, Alexander Stevens, also known as J. Peters, 
used your Brooklyn address, under your name, as a letter drop? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
1 might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. Who is or was J. Peters? 

Mr. Vetson. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a man by the name of J. Peters? 

Mr. Veuson. Same answer. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
that fact, that—— 

Mr. Vetson. You had better go a little slower. 

Mr. Arens. I re it to you as a fact, and ask you to affirm or deny 
this fact, that J. Peters was in charge of Communist espionage in 
this country for a great many years. 

Mr. VeLson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know anything about the Communist espionage 
by J. Peters? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question, on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself, under the fifth amendment to the 
Constitution. 

Senator Easttanp. Do you know Shavey Wilson ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know where Kelly Field is? 

Mr. Vetson. May I ask to consult with my counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Weill, do you know where Kelly Field is? 

Mr. Vetson. May I consult with my counsel ¢ 

Senator Eastutanp. Yes. Call him in. 

(Mr. Rabinowitz entered the hearing room and, after consultation, 
departed from the hearing room.) 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Velson, you just had a conference in this 
room with your lawyer ? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, answer the question, if you please. 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 





UNAUTHORIZED TRAVEL ON UNITED STATES PASSPORTS 211 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I believe the record shows that he has 
been directed to answer these questions. 

Senator Easritanp. I order him to answer the question. No privi- 
lege applies to the question. Do you know where Kelly Field is? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that I 
don’t want to incriminate myself under article V of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations do you belong to? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that I 
might be incriminating myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you know anybody in the State Depart- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. May I consult my counsel? 

Senator Easrianp. Yes. 

(Mr. Rabinowitz entered the hearing room, and, after consultation, 
departed from the hearing room.) 

Mr. Vetson. Would you repeat the question, please? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
it might incriminate myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Why would it incriminate you to tell this committee 
whether or not you know some individual in the State Department ? 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I will have to give the same answer, because I 
can’t answer that question without—— 

Mr. Arens. Do you know your tailor, that tailors your clothes ? 

Mr. Vetson. I know who he is. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know his name? 

Mr. Vetson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the grocer that furnishes the groceries 
to you? 

Mr. Vexson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would it incriminate you to tell this committee what 
the grocer’s name is? 

Mr. Vetson. I don’t know. A & P. 

Mr. AreNps. Do you know your next-door neighbor ? 

Mr. Veuson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Yes? Would it incriminate you to tell this commit- 
tee what the next-door neighbor’s name is? 

Mr. Vetson. I don’t know. It might. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Communist ? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. How many people do you know in the State Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the same ground. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know as many as six people in the State Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. Verson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know any people who used to be in the State 
Department, but are not in there now? 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
IT might be incriminating myself. 

Senator EastLanp. Do you know Alger Hiss? 
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Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been abroad ? 

Mr. Vextson. Well, I was abroad when I was in the service. 

Senator Easruanp. That is the only time you have been abroad ¢ 

Mr. Verson. No; I was in Tiajuana a couple of times. I think I 
was in Canada once or twice. 

Senator Eastnanp. That is all? Where were you when you were 
in the service ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I was in the Philippines. I was in Okinawa; 
IwasinJapan. I bummed a flight to China once. 

Senator Easrtanp. You say you bummed a flight to China? 

Mr. Vevtson. A flight. Some guy took us on a ride. 

Senator Easrtanp. While you were in the Navy? 

Mr. Veutson. Yes. 

Senator Easttanp. And you have been in Mexico and Canada? 

Mr. Vetson. I was in Tiajuana when I was stationed down in San 
Diego, and IT was in Canada once or twice. I am not sure. 

Senator Easrianp. Those are the only countries vou have been in, 
besides the United States? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Easttanp. You never were in Moscow / 

Mr. Verson. No, sir. 

Mr. ARreENs. 7 ave you ever been refused a passport ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. ave you ever made an application for a passport ? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Velson, I lay before vou now a photost: atic copy 
of a passport application, which has been previously a ntified in this 
record, and direct vour attention to the signature on this, and ask 
you if that is your signature. 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. I ask vou is this photograph, appearing on this photo- 
static cOopyV of the application, your photograph c 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Louis Schneidermann ? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself? 

Mr. Arens. Now, please tell us all of the organizations you have 
been a member of in the course of your adult life. 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question under Article V 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that you were a member of 
the Young Communist League, under the name of Charles Wilson, 
and ask you to aflirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to affirm or deny on the ground that | might 
be incriminating myself by so doing. 

Mr. Arens. You told us that you had the name, at one time, of 
Shavelson. Is that correct / 

Mr. Vetson. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. What other names have you had, other than Velson? 
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Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens, Have you ever gone under the name of Charles Wilson ¢ 

Mr. Vewtson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Who is or was Robert Osman ? 

Mr. Veuson. | decline to answer that question on the ground that 

might be incriminating myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Is or was there a man by the name of Robert Osman 4 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. You were a supervisor of Osman’s espionage activity 
in the Canal Zone, were you not 4 

Mr. Vexson. I decline to answer that question on the same ground. 

Mr. Arens. Do vou know whether or not Osman was court-martialed 
by the United States Army for espionage 4 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that on the same ground, that I 
might be incriminating myself. 

Mi. Arens. Have you ever been to California ? 

Senator Easrnanp. He has already testified that he was in Cah 
fornia. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in California this year at any time 4 

Mr. Veuson. | decline to answer that question on the ground J 
might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. AreENs. Do you know anything about a delegation that was 
sent to Kurope, a de legation of labor people 2 

Mr. Vevson. I decline to answer that question, on the ground that 
I might be incriminating myself, under article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any transatlantic telephone conversa 
tions in the course of this last vear ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Senator Easrnanp. Have you ever been indicted for any crime ? 

Mr. Veuson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Esther Goldberg ? 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
IT might be incriminating myself. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in Philadelphia in May of this year 

Mr. Veison. I respect fully decline to answer it on the taal that 
I might be incriminating myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. When was the last time you were in Detroit, Mich. ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Alexander Sirota 4 

Mr. Vextson. | decline to answer that question on account of pos 
sibly incriminating myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Who was Clara Shavelson / 

Mr. Vetson. Clara Shavelson is my mother. I testified to that. 

Mr. Arens. Did she take a trip any time in the course of the 
last year / 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Arens. Has she been in Moscow in the course of the last year / 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Carrie May Ellis / 

Mr. VeELSON. I decline to answer that question on the eround that 
it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Moses Wechsler ? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 


Mr. Arens. Do you know Frank Wed] ? 
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Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know William Aloysious Wallace? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know John Francis Halloran ? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Joseph DeRosa ¢ 

Mr. Vexson. I decline to answer that on the ground that, to do so, 
I might be incriminating myself under article V of the Constitution. 

Senator EasrLanp. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. On the record. William M. Glenn? 

Mr. Vetson. What about him ? 

Mr. Arens. Do you know him? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Allen Richard Greenfield ? 

Mr. Veuson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. DeCastro Francis? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Isaac Alexander Wright ? 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Oran Arnold Jenkins / 

Mr. Vetson. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. John Allen Johnson ? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer on the ground that I might 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Laura Ophelia Daniels? 

Mr. Vetson. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Francis Evelyn Johnson / 

Mr. Vevson. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. What was your income last year / 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that on the ground that, to do so, 

might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. What is your wife’s name / 

Mr. Vetson. Evelyn Velson. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Ruth Young? 

Mr. Vetson. She is my former wife. 

Mr. Arens. What was your wife’s maiden name? What was your 
present wife’s maiden name? 

Mr. Vetson. Minsky. 

Mr. Arens. Was Ruth Young a Communist ? 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
I might incriminate myself by so doing. 

Mr. Arens. Eve ‘lyn Minsky i isa€ ommunist. is she not ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that, 
to do so, I might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Did you take a trip abroad in 193074 

Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Senator Easrtanp. On the record. Proceed with your questions. 

Mr. Arens. When did you marry Ruth Young? 

Mr. Vetson. Some time in 1937. I forgot the exact date. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever take a trip abroad with her 


Mr. VELSON. No. 
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Senator Easttanp. His answer is “No.” 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to Russia ? 

Senator Eastianp. He has already answered that question twice. 

Mr. Arens. I believe the question was concerning Moscow, first. 

Mr. Veuson. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Robert Gordon 
Switz? 

Mr. Vetrson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
to do so might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Now, trace your employment from the time you left 
the Navy Yard in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I gave you that, I think. I worked as a boiler- 
maker and ship fitter up until I went into the service, and I guess that 
is about the only jobs I had. Up until the time I went in the service 
for a while, I was out on lost time a lot, when I was an officer of the 
shipbuilders’ union, and handled the negotiations with the Bethlehem 
Steel Co. 

Mr. Arens. What union is that? 

Mr. Vevson. The Industrial Union of Marine and Shipbuilders of 
America. 

Mr. Arens. What was your office? 

Mr. Vetson. I had various offices in that union. I was shop steward, 
I was executive board member, I was president about five times, four 
or five: times, I don’t remember, of local 13; president, Port of New 
York district council; general executive board member. 

Senator Easrianp. Is that a CIO union? 

Mr. Vetson. Yes, sir. 

Senator EastLanp. Were you ever on the CIO Council for Greater 
New York? 

Mr. Veuson. I was a delegate; I never worked for them—several 
years, on and off. 

Mr. Arens. This was all prior to the time that you went into the 
Army ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. Yes; I think I was on after I came out of the Navy. I 
wasn’t in the Army. 

Mr. Arens. I mean the Navy. When did you go into the Navy? 

Mr. Vetson. I enlisted in March, and I got called up in October 
of 1944. 

Mr. Arens. While you were in the Armed Forces of this Govern- 
ment, did you acquire any information respecting Communist Party 
activities among the members of the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that it 
might incriminate me, 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact that, while you were in the 
Armed Forces of this Government, you were chief assistant to Alex- 
ander Stevens, also known as J. Peters, in the placing of Communist 
Party members in the Armed Forces, and ask you to affirm or deny that 
fact. 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. I served in the United States Navy, from October 
1944, until 1 was honorably discharged in 1946, some time. 

Mr. Arens. Then go on and trace your employment activities from 
there. 
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Mr. Vetson. After I came out of the service? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Vetson. Well, I worked for the Bethlehem Steel Co. in the 
shipyard. 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

Mr. Vetson. Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. I don’t know if I was a shipfitter or loftsman. But I 
don’t recall at the moment. And I worked for various iron contrac- 
tors. [don’t recall their names. I worked for the Chaiet Iron Works. 
I think it is spelled C-h-a-i-e-t, something like that, in Brooklyn. 1 
worked for another company, two other companies, and I just can’t 
think of their names at the moment. One is in Manhattan and one in 
Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. What year was this you are speaking of ? 

Mr. Vetson. This was around 1946 or 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Now, let us just go right on up into 1948. Where were 
you working then ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. Give me time. Well, in 1947, some time, I went to 
work for Rossman Metal Body Co., in Richmond Hill, N. Y. 1 worked 
there until the latter part of 1947, and I then went to work for local 
259 of the United Automobile Workers of America. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Veuson. The official title was “representative.” 

Mr. Arens. Where was that ? 

Mr. Vetson. In New York. 

Mr. Arens. What year was that? 

Mr. Vetson. Some time in 1947. I don’t recall the exact month. 

Mr. Arens. How did you get the job? 

Mr. Vetson. I was elected to it by the council of the union. 

Mr. Arens. Had you ever been in the automobile business before ? 

Mr. Verson. I worked for Rossman Metal Body. I worked there 
as an iron worker, sheet-metal worker. 

Mr. Arens. What year was this? 

Mr. Vetson. 1947. 

Mr. Arens. 1947. Now, what was your next employment ? 

Mr. Verson. Well, 1 continued in that employment until—well, 1 
guess until about March, I think, of that vear. 

Mr. Arens. What caused the separation / 

Mr. Vi LSON,. I resigned. 

Mr. Arens. And then what did you do? 

Mr. VELSON. ] decline to answer that question on the eround that, 
to do so, ] might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. You did not retire, did you? 

Mr. Vexson. I resigned. 

Mr. Arens. I mean, after you resigned, you did not retire, did you? 

Mr. Vetson. I have a long way to go. 

Mr. Arens. Do you keep busy ¢ 

Mr. Verson. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question on the ground that 
to do so might incriminate me. 
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Senator EasrLanp. Do you want to confer with your lawyer on that 
uestion ¢ 

Mr. Vetson. I have already answered the question, Senator. 

Senator Easrianp. All right. 

Mr. Arens. Did some friends of yours take a trip abroad in April 
in this year? 

Mr. Veuson. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons, 
as previously stated. 

Senator EastLanp. You may be excused. 

(Whereupon, at 3:10 p. m., the committee was recessed, subject to 
call.) 





